FAHP News, December 3, 2018

Thomas Elwood Marshall (1855-1929): Following up on the article about my grandfather, Bob Wilhelm
advises me that he has almost no information on Israel’s younger brother, Elwood. Here is what I know.

Elwood was 4% years younger than his older brother and certainly the junior partner in the Marshall Brothers
Paper Company. The brothers always worked well together, however, and they divided responsibility when
Israel moved to their new Yorklyn property in 1890. Elwood stayed behind at Marshall’s Bridge to operate the
Homestead Mill. When the brothers and Dr. Mitchell (their brother-in-law) bought the former Alan Wood
rolling mill at Wooddale in 1894, Elwood took that under his wing as well, although we know Israel used to
visit Wooddale frequently. Sometime after Elwood’s eldest son, Albert, was graduated from Wilmington
Friends School in 1900 (in the same class as his cousin Warren), he became superintendent of the Wooddale
operation.

A postcard from about 1904 shows a trolley siding at the Homestead Mill, alongside the main line of the
Kennett-to-Brandywine Springs electric railway. That same year, as the Marshalls were beginning the
construction of their first fiber mill near the railroad in Yorklyn, a freak storm blew down the stone walls of
what became #1 fiber mill, and nothing remained but a pile of rubble. Learning of this disaster first, Israel rode
on horseback to Marshall’s Bridge early in the morning and got Elwood out of bed to come and help. Elwood
had married Sarah Ella Good in 1880, and they were living with their two sons and one daughter in a fine frame
Victorian home within sight of the Homestead Mill.

The paper mill at Marshall’s Bridge ceased operations about 1910, and six Marshalls of two generations
focused on the construction of its massive vulcanized fiber mills near the railroad in Yorklyn. Israel died in
1911, and soon thereafter Elwood’s wife, Ella, passed away. With their two sons, Albert and Henry, married,
Elwood moved from Marshall’s Bridge and built a large home facing the corner of Lincoln and Linden Streets
in Kennett Square. His son Albert took over the original Marshall farm property at Marshall’s Bridge that had
been in the family since 1759. With the death of his father, Israel, a special bond developed between my father,
Clarence, and his Uncle Elwood, in many ways closer than Elwood’s relationship with his two sons.

As responsibilities in the paper and fiber business were being taken over by the next generation, Elwood got
into banking, and soon became president of the Kennett Trust Company. He got my father interested, and my
dad went on the Board in the early 1920s. In 1929, the Kennett Trust Company was merged with the National
Bank of Kennett Square, and my dad was the first president of the merged National Bank & Trust Company of
Kennett Square, a position he held until 1938.

Before 1920, Elwood married Bertha Cleaver of Kennett Square, and in 1922, a daughter, Florence, was born
when Elwood was 67 and Bertha was 45. Most of Florence’s nieces and nephews were older than she was. I
played with Florence on many occasions, and we walked together in Kennett’s “Baby Parade” in 1927. Elwood
was losing his eyesight, and for several years before his death, he was blind. He had a cane, and Bertha led him
around. I remember a visit they made to Auburn Heights a few weeks before he died in 1929.

When Bertha Cleaver Marshall died in the mid-1930s, Florence went to live with her step-sister Estelle, who
had married Frank Palmer of Reading. The Palmers had two sons about Florence’s age, and it was a nice
environment for Florence. She went on to Medical School and became a well-known surgeon on Long Island.
She never married.

Under Elwood’s leadership, the Kennett Trust Company building was erected on the northeast corner of State
and Union streets. The bank was on the first floor, the Masonic Hall was on the second, and an auditorium for
community events was on the third floor. Elwood was a Mason. With the bank’s consolidation in 1929, banking
operations were incorporated into one location, the modern National Bank of Kennett Square building on the
southwest corner of State and Broad Streets. American Stores (forerunner of Acme Markets) had a grocery store



in the old Trust Company bank, and after a few years, John H. Voorhees bought the building and operated a
retail hardware store on the first floor. The building that Elwood Marshall had helped build about 1915 was
razed about 30 years ago.

Work Report
Attending the Tuesday work session were: Steve Bryce Ted Kamen, Bob Koury, Stan Lakey, Dave Leon, Dave
Moorhead, John Ryan, Toni Ryan, and John Schubel, Supervisor

The tops were raised on all cars in the museum.

The two small air conditioners in the museum were removed and taken to the attic.

Replaced a copper oil line on the 725 due to a leaking flare fitting.

Changed the oil and filters, and drained the gasoline from the diesel locomotive.

Prepared the 885 trucks for painting.

Removed the drive sprocket from the Cretors popper. The head of a left handed 1/4-20 bolt holding the
drive sprocket to its adjustment bracket sheared off, and will need to be ordered.

The Mountain Wagon was examined to determine repairs required to the oil line/pump/winker.

Work on the 740 steam loop continued.

The Wednesday afternoon work session was attended by: Stan Lakey, John Ryan, Dave Leon, Bill Rule
(momentarily) with Richard Bernard and Bill Schwoebel as co - supervisors.

fuel line on Diesel locomotive was repaired

boiler was filled of the Stanley Model 71

mildew was removed from leather straps on many of the Stanley cars

the oil line was worked on the Model 740 Stanley; a new 1/8" pipe nipple needs to be welded to the
steam loop of this car

the bottom fittings were taken apart so the cylinder oil reservoir in the Mountain Wagon can be drained,
this was left to drain in a large container. It is believed that the source of the oil pump problems of this
car is an accumulation of crud at the bottom of this tank. Removal of the tank may be difficult but will
be easier when the tank is empty. The oil pump also will probably need to be removed and the piping
from the tank to the pump all need to be cleaned.

Bill Rule brought and gave to F.A.H.P. two new water hose end valves to make filling Stanley car
boilers in the museum much easier and without spills on the floor. The two valves are stored in the
Model 71's tool box.

On the 735, the leaking section of main fuel line was removed, re-flared, installed and tested under full
pressure. The fittings are no longer leaking.



