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Roaming Trapshooters, 1941: When I went west with my family in 1941, my father and I were ardent 
trapshooters, and we made sure the following were included in the itinerary, where we could take part for one 
day each (at Portland, Oregon we shot for two days): The Pennsylvania State Shoot at Bradford, the Okoboji 
Indians at Cedar Point, Ohio, the Utah State Shoot at Ogden, and the Pacific International Championships at 
Portland, Oregon. In addition, we visited gun clubs in Kansas City, Denver, Salt Lake City, Long Beach 
(California), and Calgary, Alberta, and took part in a one-day shoot at a new gun club in Santa Monica, which 
was unplanned. Nearing the end of our trip, we shot several days at the Grand American tournament in 
Vandalia, Ohio.  
 
Russell Elliott was the manager of the Kansas City Gun Club, and he was an excellent shot who won the North 
American Clay Target Championship at the Grand American later that summer. His cousin, Bob Elliott, was a 
regular at Yorklyn. Although no shooting was in progress, Russ was on hand when we stopped by, and we had a 
nice visit. At the Denver Municipal Trap Club in one of the city’s parks, no one was around, but the week 
before our friend Charlie Gunning of Longmont had won the Colorado State Championship there. On Sunday, 
July 4, we called at the Salt Lake City Gun Club (near the location of the present Salt Lake Airport), where my 
father’s old friend Sam Sharman, a regular at Yorklyn and a past president of the Amateur Trapshooting 
Association, greeted us warmly. Sam was the Cadillac dealer in Salt Lake, and he and my dad always joked 
about which was the better car: Cadillac or Packard. Two or three other shooters were there as well, including 
Dean Hurd, 1940’s Utah State Champion, and they gave us directions to the Ogden Gun Club where their State 
Shoot was being held on July 5 and 6. 
 
The gun club at Long Beach, California was the most active club on the West Coast affiliated with the Amateur 
Trapshooting Association. Unfortunately, 10 or 12 years before, O. N. Ford of the well-known Del Monte Club 
at Monterey, had fallen out with the A.T.A. and formed the Pacific International Trapshooting Association, 
which was strongest in Oregon, Washington, and western Canada. Nothing was going on when we stopped at 
Long Beach, but several of the active shooters were there and told us of a shoot two days later at the new Santa 
Monica club, and invited us to participate, which we did. Charles Winninger, a great Hollywood character actor 
(Abel Frake in 1945’s “State Fair”), was there and shot that day. Finally, we stopped at the Calgary Trap Club 
in Alberta where they were having a twilight shoot. They invited us to join them and lent us shotguns (as ours 
had been checked at the Canadian border). 
 
At Bradford (PA), we shot on Preliminary Day, 150 16-yard targets. At Cedar Point, it was 25 pairs of Doubles 
(I won the event with 47 out of 50), and 100 handicap. A very neat sidelight of the Cedar Point experience was 
the 15-inch-gauge steam train that took us from the old Breakers Hotel to the shooting grounds, about 1-1/2 
miles away. At Ogden, we shot 100 16-yard and 50 pairs of doubles, and in our 5-man squad was the great Ted 
Renfro of Dell, Montana, one of the best shots in the country. He had shot at Yorklyn several times, and while 
he never won the 500-target “Marathon,” he won the Doubles in 1934 with 140 out of 150. In 1941, he had not 
shot for some time and was out of practice, and this 17-year-old beat Ted Renfro, 95 to 93- what a thrill! At 
Portland, we shot two days in the P.I.T.A. annual championships. Wounds from the A.T.A. split ten or twelve 
years before were healing, and we were treated royally. One of the greatest of all trapshooters, Frank Troeh of 
Portland, greeted us warmly, as he had attended the Yorklyn shoots annually for about 10 years, finally winning 
the “Marathon” in 1934 with 496. I shot well in the doubles and came in one target shy of Troeh’s score, 112 to 
his 113 out of 120 (60 pairs). However, Joe Cotant of Pocatello, Idaho, won the event with 114. 
 
My mother and my cousin Meta Shallcross did not have to put up with all this shooting. They didn’t go to the 
shooting grounds at Cedar Point, Ogden, Portland, or Vandalia, and did other sightseeing or shopping instead 
(we dropped off Meta to visit an uncle who lived in Milwaukee, and we put my mother on the train for home at 
Dayton, Ohio). The 1937 Packard Twelve performed flawlessly for the 10-week, 12,000-mile trip. A couple of 
times it cost $7 to fill the fuel tank, however. At 25 cents per gallon, that was a lot of gasoline. For the entire 
trip, we averaged 9.75 m.p.g. Our trap guns, checked at the Canadian border north of Bonner’s Ferry, Idaho, 



were retrieved at East Glacier, Montana a few days later. Canada, as part of the British Commonwealth, had 
been in World War II for nearly two years, but in the summer of 1941, the United States was still hoping to stay 
out.  
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, February 27, 12 volunteers turned out, viz: Mark Bodenstab (in charge), Steve 
Bryce, Mike Ciosek, Ken Hilbeck, Ted Kamen, Bob Koury, Stan Lakey, Brent McDougall, Bill Scheper, John 
Schubel, Neal Sobocinski, and Jay Williams. 
 
On the ‘32 Packard, the castellated nuts were removed, but the brake drums would not break loose. On the 
Auburn Valley R.R., painting was completed on a 6-wheel truck for Car #854, and a 4-wheel truck for one of 
the new freight cars was also painted. Track and locomotives were cleaned on the Lionel electric train layout. 
 
The second center section of the museum floor was cleaned and Steve’s wet-vac was used to help clean up the 
dirty water. Scraping continued on the next two sections. 
 
On Wednesday, February 28, nine volunteers were on hand: Richard Bernard (in charge), Steve Bryce, Bob 
Koury, Tom Marshall, Stan Lakey, Jerry Novak, Mike Todd, Gary Fitch, and Bill Schwoebel. 
 
The second section of the Museum floor was painted. The speedometer cable and its housing for the Mountain 
Wagon was worked on. It was decided to continue the use of a 6-foot cable and housing with a new cable 
replacing the old chain. This job is nearly complete. On the ‘32 Packard, a make-shift wheel puller failed to do 
the job of pulling the rear brake drums. A 55-gallon drum of cylinder oil was moved from near the back 
building to the shop basement, in preparation for a fresh delivery of kerosene. 
 
On Thursday, March 1, four volunteers were on hand, after about 12 had attended the Tour Committee meeting 
at 4:00. Mark Bodenstab substituted for Bob Stransky as supervisor. On hand were Mark Bodenstab, Ted 
Kamen, Geoff Fallows and Jim Personti. 
 
The rear drums on the ‘32 Packard were successfully removed, and new grease seals for the front wheel 
bearings were obtained by Jim Personti. Bill Schwoebel thinks he has suitable brake lining for this car and the 
equipment to install it. A second coat of paint was applied to the second section of the museum’s floor, and 
scraping on the third section continued. It was determined that pushing a heavy-bristled broom is quite effective 
in the scraping process. More scraping or “brooming” is required before final preparation of this section for 
paint. 
 
AVRR: Volunteers: Mike Ciosek, Bob Koury, Mike Leister, Brent Mcdougall, Mark Russell 
 
Accomplishments: 1. Removed asphalt from the station and deposited by the back gate for easy removal (4 
wheel barrows full); 2. Dug into the gravel that was under the asphalt (there is about a foot that was under the 
asphalt and did not hit roots); we may be able to pull out the gravel from under the remaining track and level it; 
3. Pulled the storage chest closer to the tracks, needs leveling; 4. Started digging a trench for the waterline to the 
tower (Brent Mcdougall will pick up a 50’ roll of 3/4” plastic pipe); 5. Moved double doors on maintenance 
shed to allow for wider opening; 6. Completed painting of the MOW Tool Car; 7. Completed cleaning and 
preparing the “B” truck from the 854 care in preparation for painting; Completed a primer and two coats of 
paint (will do one more coat); 8. Continued milling of castings and parts for two sets of freight trucks (total of 4 
trucks); 9. Bore 6 holes in the ground for water tower tank base – completed painting the water tank roof 


