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General Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969): As June comes in each year, I think
automatically of the “Longest Day” (June 6, not June 21), the invasion of Normandy in 1944.
Four years ago in the “Weekly News”, I told of my remembrances of it. It is impossible to fully
understand the event and its implications without knowing something about Gen. Eisenhower,
the Supreme Allied Commander who had the full weight of the operation on his shoulders.

Growing up in Abilene, Kansas, and securing an appointment to West Point, he held many
junior officer jobs in World War I, was General MacArthur’s adjutant, and was an officer in
charge of the military portion of the building of the Lincoln Highway in 1919. None of these
things made Eisenhower a household word, and most of us had never heard of him until the
North Africa campaign at the end of 1942. The Nazis had spread eastward and westward from
Tunisia in drives to secure the Suez Canal and the Strait of Gibraltar. Landing in eastern
Morocco and western Algeria, American forces under Eisenhower pushed the Germans back
while the British General Montgomery stopped their eastern advance at El Alamein, about 100
miles west of Cairo. Finally North Africa was in Allied hands, and the long campaigns in Sicily
and Italy began. Eisenhower was replaced as head of the American forces by General Mark
Clark and others, but his leadership was not overlooked in Washington.

In order to secure full U.S. support for the fight against Hitler, Winston Churchill agreed to
have an American as supreme allied commander to plan the demise of Nazi Germany and work
out details of an invasion of the European continent. No doubt recommended by General
George Marshall and Secretary of War Henry Stimson, Eisenhower was appointed by President
Roosevelt to establish headquarters in England and assume this awesome position. His office
and most of his chosen personnel were in place by the summer of 1943. No one knew where
the invasion would take place; some thought through the Balkans, some in the south of France,
and still others through Scandinavia or the Low Countries. Younger members of the American
population thought it was never going to happen- why were we waiting so long?

The story of the final planning that led up to D-Day has been well documented. But even
though it may be written about every year at this time, and this time it’s the 65" anniversary,
please stop a minute on June 6 to think about the brave men who turned the tide of history on
the English Channel and the Normandy Coast. Eisenhower had the responsibility of it all.

I saw Eisenhower on three occasions. During the winter of 1945-46, he was Chief of Staff of
the U.S. Army, of which the Air Force was then a part, and was making a ‘round-the-world tour
of U.S. facilities. His C-54 was due to set down at Harmon Field on Guam when I was
forecasting weather (sort of, as they had too many forecasters and had to give us some sort of
job). As he stepped off the plane, waving and flashing his famous smile, I was probably about
25 yards away. He was then driven away in the island commander’s squad car that purposely
took a “back road” to the commander’s residence. My roommate at the time, Tom Axon, was
taking a nap in his jeep directly across this back road route, but no disciplinary action seemed to
come of it. In 1952, when Eisenhower was running for the presidency, he spoke in Rodney
Square in Wilmington, as was the custom for important politicians of the time. The square was



filled with people, and my vantage point was not equal to the one on Guam over six years
before. Finally, on November 19, 1963, the 100" anniversary of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address,
Joe Mitchell, Lindsay Greenplate and I attended the ceremonies in the National Cemetery at
Gettysburg, where the town’s most famous resident, then ex-President, gave the main address.
With few in the audience, we were probably within 50 feet of the speakers’ stand and the entire
proceedings. President Kennedy sent his regrets and 3 days later he was assassinated in Dallas.

A Volunteer Orientation and Refresher Meeting was held last Thursday night in the office
attended by over 30 volunteers. Yesterday, Bill Schwoebel and Butch Cannard took our
Stanley Model 71 to the Burn Foundation’s Concours d’Elegance in Bethlehem, PA, and the
Stanley was awarded the Best of Show in the brass era! The presentation was made by the
husband of the late Beverly Rae Kimes, a well-known automotive historian who wrote the
foreword for Kit Foster’s The Stanley Steamer, America’s Legendary Steam Car. Thank you,
Bill and Butch.

Jerry Novak has secured the new turntable wheels, the steel track is in place, and Ted Simpkins
has promised to do the needed welding to complete the turntable rebuilding. Thanks, too, to
John McCoy of Hagley who seemed to spend more time working on our turntable than at his
primary job. Jim Sank nearly finished the lettering of passenger car #204, and Dave Lumley
and Steve Jensen worked on track leveling. Brent McDougall and Jonathan Rickerman are
finishing up several railroad projects prior to our first runs on Thursday, June 4. Steve Bryce
and Walter Higgins are winding up the first phase of our “hands on” Stanley engine display,
and Steve and Jerry Novak are re-hanging pictures and having better ones made to improve our
museum display. Jim Personti installed the popcorn machine engine after his complete re-build,
fired up the machine on Saturday, and it ran better than ever with much more power than it has
had recently. He also returned the Lionel electric locomotives which he rebuilt for us.

This week will be another full one. We hope to patch-paint the museum floor on Monday
(thanks to Bob Stransky and others for scraping), take 3 steamers to Freedom Village near
Coatesville on Tuesday, and simulate a “Steamin’ Sunday” for WHY'Y Channel 12 on
Thursday. On Wednesday, I am going to Hagley to talk about old-time touring and help
promote their auto show on September 20. The work sessions on Tuesday and Thursday will
need to be productive, so we will be ready for June 7, our first “Steamin’ Sunday” of the year.

Volunteers are still needed for Thursday, June 4, when we expect to run the popcorn machine,
the Mountain Wagon, and at least one Auburn Valley train (possibly two). To swell the crowd,
Children First, a pre-school in Hockessin, has been invited to bring children, teachers, parents
and friends without charge. We can’t afford not to take advantage of this free TV promotion,
but the camera crew will not photograph on weekends. Also, for Sunday, June 7, Chuck
Erikson, chair of the event, needs to know whether you can help and where, so efficient
scheduling can be accomplished. Please let Chuck know if you are here this week, or call him
at 234-9904, E-mail: tincanretired@verizon.net. PICK UP FLYERS AND POSTERS TO
PROMOTE THIS EVENT- this is the key to good attendance! Thank you. Tom







