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Presidential Trivia: George Washington was a “ladies’ man,” tall, good looking, and very athletic. Before and 
even after he married Martha Custis in 1759, it is generally believed he had a secret romance with Sally Fairfax, 
the wife of his neighbor and best friend George William “Will” Fairfax. Sally, while outwardly faithful to her 
husband, encouraged this relationship with George Washington, and she liked Martha as well. When the 
Fairfaxes left Virginia and moved permanently to England in 1774, the “affair,” if there had been one, was over. 
As his country’s first president, Washington was still a favorite of the ladies. A society matron in Philadelphia, 
then capital of the new republic, especially enjoyed his company. The attractive young wife of the British 
Ambassador adored President Washington. Martha had long recognized her husband’s appeal to the ladies and 
had graciously tolerated it. There is no evidence that George was unfaithful to her. He was the only U.S. 
president elected without opposition, and he was so elected twice. He could have easily made it a third time, but 
he refused to run, setting an important precedent that lasted until 1940, when Franklin Roosevelt successfully 
ran for a third term (and was elected for a fourth in 1944).  
 
The White House in the new Federal City on the Potomac was ready for occupancy early in 1800, and the U.S. 
capital was moved from Philadelphia to Washington. John and Abigail Adams moved in, and it is said that she 
hung her wash to dry in the East Room. Adams hated the new city, and before his term was over, he moved 
back to his home in Quincy, Massachusetts. We know that during the months they were there, however, Martha 
Washington invited Abigail for tea at Mount Vernon, and the two most important women of the early republic 
apparently enjoyed the occasion. 
 
Although Washington’s first term did not start until April 30 (1789), March 4 was established as Inauguration 
Day, and Jefferson’s new term was to start on that date in 1801. Fearing the roads from Monticello would be 
impassable during the winter months, he left his home, only 125 miles away, in November 1800 in a carriage 
equipped with an odometer he had invented and installed. Stopping the first night at Montpelier, the home of his 
old friend James Madison, he arrived safely after two more nights on the road.  
 
Our country has had five presidents who were never elected president: John Tyler (10), Millard Fillmore (13), 
Andrew Johnson (17), Chester Arthur (21), and Gerald Ford (38). Only Ford had his party’s nomination. The 
shortest time served was William Henry Harrison (one month), and the longest was Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
(145 months). Only twice have we had a father and son serve: John and John Quincy Adams and George H. W. 
and George W. Bush. One grandfather/grandson combination was William Henry Harrison and Benjamin 
Harrison. William Henry’s father, an earlier Benjamin, signed the Declaration of Independence. 
 
One of the greatest bargains in U.S. history was accomplished by President Jefferson, when he bought the 
Louisiana Territory, extending from New Orleans to the Pacific Northwest, from Napoleon’s France in 1803 for 
approximately $3 million. Napoleon needed the money for his military conquests. 
 
Since 1825, James Buchanan is the only Secretary of State who has become president, although several more 
have tried. In the early years, there were several: Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, and John 
Quincy Adams. Adams, while Secretary for President Monroe during the “Era of Good Feeling,” drafted the 
Monroe Doctrine in 1823, which told European Powers to stay out of the Western Hemisphere. The only 
president to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court was William Howard Taft, who was appointed by President 
Harding as Chief Justice in 1921 and served until his death in 1930. 
 
Washington’s Federalist Party elected only three presidents: Washington and the two Adamses. Basically, it 
stood for a strong central government, a national bank, and strong currency, all championed by Alexander 
Hamilton. The Whigs, led for many years by Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, came into being in the mid 1820s 
but were successful in electing only two war heroes as president, William Henry Harrison in 1840 and Zachary 
Taylor in 1848, both of whom died early in their first terms. Clay himself tried three times for the top job. Upon 
the deaths of Clay and Webster, both in 1852, the Whig party was finished in this country. The Republican 



party, founded in Wisconsin in 1854, put forth a mountain man from California, John C. Fremont, as its 
presidential candidate in 1856, but Abraham Lincoln was the first Republican elected to the presidency in 1860. 
 
Thomas Jefferson headed the opposition to Washington’s Federalists. His party’s official name was 
Democratic-Republican, but its followers were soon known as Jeffersonians. By the 1820s, with the Federalists 
in decline, an “Era of Good Feeling” existed during James Monroe’s administration. After that, members of 
Jefferson’s old party were simply called Democrats. Basically, they favored state’s rights and a rural economy 
as opposed to manufacturing. Democrat Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, the hero of the Battle of New Orleans in 
1815, became the first president of the U.S. not from Virginia or Massachusetts, when he was elected in 1828. 
 
July 4 is our National Holiday. In addition to the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776, two 
presidents who had been the Declaration’s strongest advocates, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, died on the 
50th anniversary of the signing, July 4, 1826. The fifth U.S. president, James Monroe, died on July 4, 1831. 
Calvin Coolidge, 30th president of the U.S., was born on July 4, 1872. George M. Cohan, composer of rousing 
patriotic songs and musical shows in the early 20th century, was born on July 4, 1878. I have had two personal 
friends with July 4 birthdays, but neither have been president. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, March 27, 16 volunteers plus one prospect were on hand: Ted Kamen (in charge), 
Steve Bryce, Mark Bodenstab, John Bacino, Mike Ciosek, Ken Hilbeck, Rose Ann Hoover, Bob Jordan, Bob 
Koury, Stan Lakey, Dave Leon, Brent McDougall, Jerry Novak, Neal Sobocinski, Bill Scheper, and Tom 
Sandbrook. A prospective volunteer, Bill Harlan, was also present, and we hope he will want to join and 
become a “regular.” 
 
Stakes were driven in the ground in preparation for the Egg Hunts Friday and Saturday. Locomotive 402 was 
fired up and tested around the track. The railroad passenger cars were also checked out. The Lionel electric 
trains were made ready for their weekend use. The door window on the Rauch & Lang electric will not close 
completely; this was worked on. On the ‘32 Packard, the front brake drums were cleaned and the brake shoes 
checked over. A new front outer bearing is needed. Repair was begun on the broken swivel chair in the shop. 
 
On Wednesday, March 28, eight volunteers attended: Bill Schwoebel (in charge), Jerry Lucas, Mike Todd, 
Larry Tennity, Dennis Dragon, Bob Koury, Mike Ciosek, and Dave Leon. Bill Rule also stopped by. The 
speedometer cable was re-checked on the Mountain Wagon, and nothing was found wrong with the 
adjustments. A slight clicking noise is still evident in the head, but this will probably not give trouble in the 
foreseeable future. On the Model 740, an attempt was made to blow out the old engine packing with 
compressed air, without success. The tire pressures were checked on all the cars in the museum. A few places 
on the burners of the Models 87 and 71 were “mudded up.” 
 
On Thursday, March 29, three volunteers were on hand: Mark Bodenstab (in charge), Mark Russell, and Ted 
Kamen. The new running boards were completed on the Model 76. These are now ready for the mounting of the 
tool box, battery box, acetylene tank brackets, and spare tire bracket. Mark Russell took the broken swivel chair 
to his shop for repair. 
 
AVRR Report 
 
Volunteers: Mike Ciosek, Bob Koury, Mike Leister, Dave Leon, Brent McDougall, Tom Sandbrook 
 
Accomplishments: (1) Reassembled “A” truck for 854 car; (2) Continued painting track template for the MOW 
Tool Car; (3) Fire up steam engine for test run; (4) Paint roof ends on the 854 car; (5) Work on repairing journal 
retainer on business car; (6) Started working on retaining wall (fence) around the new water tower); installed 
three of four 4x4 posts; (7) Worked on turnouts and track gauging ensuring proper function. 


