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Francis B. Watlington
The Man We Thought We Knew
by Karl Reutling

“Captain Watlington™ he was called, in writlen histosies of
Koy West, in thie farmily’s stosies, in the lose of (ha Oidest
House. A mariner, husband of Emaling Johnson \Watling-
ton, father of ning daughters, a state legislaior, 8 Confed-
erale Naval officer, and a prominent member of the com-
miumity. He was born on 1 Apnl 1804, on the island of St
Croix, & Danish colony. He died in Key West gn 7 April
1887, and Ia buried in the Key Wes! cemelery, whene his
Iombslong indicates fe was bein in New Yok

The digital age gives us naw opportunity to look at thi
past. Ressarch and analysis of prime source data dona
in the last two years verfies much that we did know, cor-
nects some things we thought we knew, and danfies
sOMe questions
about who he really
W

For example, accord-
ing to the 1840 can-
sUSs enumearation, we
can now confirm thal
thera was at least
one female slave
cwmed by Watlinglon
al 322 Diwﬂl Street.
In the 1850 census
he stales his birth-
place as “West In-
dies,” a cofrect appel-
laton for St Croix. In
the 1860 Census he
claims “Mew York™ as
his pirthplace (and
wife Emeling claims ownership of the real estale we
know as 322 Duval S0} Did Mr. Waiknglon ‘naturalize’
himsall as a U.S. born ctizen? Weo have been unabie to
fmd any records indicating an official change. In subsa-
quent years’ census his daughlers slill asser thair fa-
thar's birthplace as St Croix. Could b have run for,
been elected, and serve as a state senator without being
a 5. Ciliran?

We know that he was appoimed Pon of Key West Harbor
Warden for the Termitory of Flenda in 1843. He was also
appeintzd Auctioneer at thal same time. He was a princi-
pal in al least one salvage caim heard by the Federal
Caourt in Koy West. Thesae three facts taken together bol-
ster his involvernant in the wrecking industry here in Kay
Wast

Francis B. Wallington

Old Island

Restoration Foundation

Page 2

Florida seceded from the United Stalos on January 10,
1861. Al that same lime, Federal aulthosities look control
of the island and the City of Key Wesl President Lincoln
was inaugurated on March 4, War broke out with the
firing on Ft. Sumter on Apal 12. As prool of Wallington's
sympathy for the Confederate cause, he wrote a letier
an Aprl 17 to Confedarale Flonda Gov, Perry detailing
ship and Federal troop movements in Key Wesl, Ft. Tay-
led and FU. Jeflarson, along with slatements aboul the
Federals appropriating slaves withoul consent of thedr
awners, A smack (lishing boat) was hired for $100 o
delivar this intelligence via Cedar Key 10 Tallahassea,
Comoboratien of this esplonage is found in the core-
spendence of J.C. Whalton, a Confaderate and lonmer
Key West pestmaster, io LP. Walker, the Confederate
Secretary of War, which specifically mentions Senatos
Watlington's efforts. (These “important dispatches” as
Whatton referred lo them, are found in tha Natonal Ar-
chives' War of the Rebellion volumes. )

Francis Walington than sailed o Mobile Alabama and
was commissioned into the Confedarate Navy, He was
promoted from Lisvtenant to First Lisutenant in 1863, by
order of Stephen Mallory, Sec'y of the Mavy, We belleve
he served on two warships, the C55 Gaines and G55
Tennessee. Both were involved in the Batle of Mobile
Bay in 1864. Tha Gaines was damaged and scutiled,
while Ihe Tennessee was seized by ihe Unlon Mavy with
Admiral Farragut's victory. Lt Wallington was eventualty
caplured by Union forces and infesred, He was paroled
after the end of the Civil War In May 1885, while st in
Alabama.

We naw know that he did nal refurn 10 Kay West, as rec-
ords show he fook residence in Mobile throughout the
1870s. This means that e was estra from his fami
Iy fraam the envil war wntil after his wife Emiling died in
1881, over twenly years. By 1885 Francis Watlington
had again taken residence at 322 Duval 51, Key West,
Aged BY, hiz was kely under the cane of hs voungast
dawghter Eizabeth Lity unbl he died bwo years later al
age B3, 7 Apnil 1867

‘Why did he leave his wife and family? Did sarmeihing
happan in the househald prior {o his departure? Was he
pErsona non grata as & result of ks actions on behalf of
ithe Confederacy? (Some Key Westers were, Siephen
Malkory for example). As we continue our research, wea
may lind answers 10 these and olher questions, or we
may never lnudy know.

{Mr. Reulling is a Mstoran and docenl al the Oides!
House, 322 Duval Streel, Kay West)



