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Architeet's Work Sheet for "Photo-Data Bocks® (Part II)
CAPTAIN TRANCIS VATLINGTON'S HOMET ¥lorlda, Monroe, Key Vest TLLL102
Tane 0 otructure i state, county, town or vicinity

CTIFRAL STATEMINT
arcnitectural Interest and merit

New Tngland Danamian house, scaled to the § 1/2 foot stature, with three large
disproportioned front facade dormers.

Condition of fabric: Fair

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXTERIOR .
| Lumber of storics Number of bays Over-all dimensiona Layout=--shape

‘One and one-half ' Two LOv x L5¢ rectangular
Foundations: Quarried lime rock and brick plers.
Wall construction, finish, and color: Lapped wood slding, weathered, unpainted
Structural system, framings Wood .
Porches, stoops, bulkheads, etc.: Front porch full length of frout facede.
-Calnneyss . None
Openings « doorways and doors: Simple paneled doors, with double leaf shutters.

' windows and ghutters: Double hung vindows, with double leafed shutters.
Roof = shape, covering:  “AY frame, terus metal shingles.

cornice, eaves: Not applicable

. dormers, cupolas, towers: Three largs disproportioned dormers conflicting with
scale of front facedes Dominant featurs.

‘
-

DZTAILED DESCRIFTION OF INTERIOR
rloor plans (by floor)

First floor: Small central hall and stairway with all rooms entering thereon,
Attic i Half story, similar.

Flooring sl Wood, ﬂénéue and groove. .
Wall and ceiling finish: Exposed siding, paintéd. s
Doorways and doors: Simple, panaled.b,;.' '

Decorative features and trim; _Devoid.
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CAPTAIN FRARCIS WATLINGTON'S HOME

able hardware: Cimple, period hardward, much of original retained.
hting, type of fixtures: None original '

wwing (Tireplaces, stoves, central) None

[T AMD SURRQUNDINGS
fontation (by compass reading
facing Fast on West side of Duval Street. Building elevated

) and genecral settling

onted dircctly on aireot,
its piers.

tbuildings:
ilitarian satelite out=structures, providing services and servants quariers. Large
“ek fireplace in detached outhouse kitchen.

imdscaping and walks, onclosures:

Large trees in rears

Prepared by _Charles Be MeCov, Jre, Archifrct

0ld Island Restoration Foun%g;igpk Ince
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Date of visit _ MNovember U, 196
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awe of Structure  CAPTAIN FRAUCIS WATLINATON'S HOMD

FLA=122
tate Florida County  Monroe ___Towm or vicinity Koy iost
trect Address or Location 322 Duval Strect
resent Owner (give address) " Mr. Earl Johnson, 322 Duvel St., Key Vest, Fla.
resont Occupant  Mr. Farl Johnson Present Use Bealdenco

wrief Stavemont of Significance:s Traditionally called the oldest house in Hey Wesht, it is
sald to have been built as early as 1825 and moved by Richard Cuscans from
Whitehead Street to its present locstion in 1832, Later, and for.many years,

the home of Captain Watlington, it has remained in his family until this
date.

e Tl

WYSICAL HISTORY (indicate scurces. of information for all statements)

arigiﬁal and subsequent owners (chain of title)

John W. Simonton sold all of Lot 1, Square 25, to Thozas A. Townsend and
Asa F. Tift in 183L (Deed Book B, p. 96).

No record has been found of Cussans' purchase of part of this lot.
In 1839, Richard W. Cussans aold to William M. Wall his house and lot,
part of Lot 1, Square 25, consisting of 80' on Duval, bepinning on the
, 1ine dividing Lot 1 and Lot 2, and running 197' $" deep. These are the
present dimensions of the property (Deed Book C, pp. 62, €3).
.k
Wall sold to Nicholas D. Horder in 1842 (Deed Book C, pp. 213-215).
| Herder until 1869, when it was deeded to Emeline Watlington (Deed Book G,
Pe'Lhl)e It has remained in Watlington family since that date.
(Monree County Records, County Court House, Key West, Fla.)

Jate of erection Sald to heve been 1825 Architect ot knewn

3uilder, suppliers, etc.: One legend is that thia house was built by the United States
1 - Govertment as quarters for Haval Officers of Commodore David Porter's
Anti-Pirate Squadron. liowever, in the newspaper "The K¢y West idvertisern®
of 1629, Cussans placed an ad as being a carpenter and Jjolner (Iibrary of
g Congress, Washington, D.C., microfilm copy in Monroe County Public Library,
Key West, Fla.). The County records show thst in 1829, Cussans owned -
property on Whitehead Street.

Notes on original plan and congtruction of building: . None

Notes on kaown alterations and additions, with dates and architects:

fo—

- 4 number of alterations have occurred through the years, tut no records
. of theae are known and alterations are of no great importance.

The most unusual feature of the house i the threa dormer windcws on °

the survct or front side of the house, gzch dormer being of a
different size. ™™
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CAPTAIN FRANCIS WIATLINGI2U'S EQUE

b

On the first floor, an office wes built for Captain Watlington ty
enclosing part of the back porch and adding a bay to tne slde.
A small outside porch provided private entrance to the office Irom
the strect. Later, the other end of the porch was cncloscds A
second porch (screened) was laver added on other sides
v TV

Originally the front porch rail had rectanguler ballusters, butb
theso have been replaced by simple cross supporis. rwoiwoe uhgxﬁj;éf

EvdOmlAC

ISTORICAL FVENTS AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH BUILDING

* Captein Watlington was one of the carly settlers and prominent figures in maritine
‘ gctivities. A fine pilot, he was in command of not only merchant shlps but wrecking

vesscls as welle

[

. SOURCES OF TMFORMATION

Yo drswings, specifications or meanuseripts have been found.

Deeds for this property are in the County Court Clerkt!s office, Monroes County Court House,

Koy West, Florida.

¥icrofilmg U.S, Census, Monroe County 1830-1880; Monroe County Tax Rolls 18L5-1800,
1666~1076, Monros County Publiec Librery, Key West, Florida.

.‘Secondary and publiched sources?

A Cuide to Xey West, American Guide Serles, Hastings
Ifouse, W.Y., D+ &3, second edition, 19L9.
A Guide to Warly Americen Homes, South, Pratt, Dorothy &
5 Richard, Donanza DOOKS, NeYe, 1958, pe 115,
Key West in Transition, Edited by M. E. Gllfonds,’
Ternard Devitt, rPub. by Key West Adminlstraticm, W2a,
Dac. 193h; jo 20.

The Coral Tribune, Cappick, Marie, Key West, Fla., August 2L,

1556, pe 53 Chs XV, p. L4, 1957.

Key West the 0ld and the New, Browne, Jefferson Bs, The Recor

‘Company, Ste Augustine, Fla., 1912, p. 192

Interviewees: MNr. Earl Johnsom, owner, 322 Duval St., Koy West, Florida

Likely sources not yet investligated: Nong -

-
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- Prepared by _ Bobty M. Bruce

Ola Island ReSLOrE..vi Foundaticon, Ing

i e ' Koy West
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" Date . = _ Wovember 1966
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