A GARDEN FOR THE WATLINGTON HOUSE
322 Duval Street, Key West, Florida

This house was built around 1823 and is considered ko e the
oldest house in Key West. As it 1is being restored more ox less to
its original condition the garden surrounding it should be ploniad
and maintained in a condition consistent with what gardens woui. have
been like in the early days of Key West. 1In setting up this project

an arbitrary date of pre-1850 has been suggested but in keaping with
it being the cldest house I think it can be planted wili plants that

we know or strongly suspect were grown in the Florida Keys in the
1830s=. '

We have several reports to guide us in selecting plants. First
we have the Whitehead report of 1834 describing the city of Key West
in a letter. Whitehead menticns coconuts, bananas and plantains,
oranges, lemons, limes, and vegetables, specifically sweet potatozs
and beets as doing well.

Tn the 1830s the botanist, John Loomis Blodget lived in Kesy Wesc
and sent many botanical specimens to botanists in the north. Althougn
most of these are wild species some were cultivated ornamentals from
the Bahamas or Cuba. 2Among these are the yellow elder (Stenolobium
stans) and the golden dew drop (Duranta repens).

Another interesting report is a published letter from Hester Perrine
in 1839 describing plants she saw growing on Indian Key. For exampleg,
she mentions periwinkle (Catharanthus or Vinca rosegs) as a common
weed there. Some of the plants she mentions are obviously -ones that
had been very recently planted and ones we now know are not well
adapted to growing on the Florida Keys. Among those well adapted to
the Keys including Key West at that time are the guava, {19, horsoe=~
radish tree, sapodilla, Turkscap hibiscus, date palm, goouseberry tcree,
pomegranite, papaya and hog plum.

We also know that seeds of many plants were sent to Key West to
John Dubose by Henry Perrine in the early 1830s. Thess included
cpanish lime, tamarind, canistel, sugar apple and sourscop, star apple,
pixa and cotton. Seeds of these were probably brought in by others
also and it is very likely that they flourished then as they do now.

Finally we know that the Spanish had introduced many plants to
St. Augustine and the fig, date, banana, oleander, pomegranate, and
various citrus fruits were growing there and probably were spread over
much of South Florida.

It is therefore recommended that the plantings at tho watling:oon
Housge be restricted to the above species with a few additlons which wa
vrnow were cultivated during that period in arcas that had couti:: with
Key West and thus there would at least be a possibility of thes belng
grown there.
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The following species are growing at present in tlie gacdar
Vatlington House;

EAgave spp. Ce
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Anpnona

muricata

Antigonoen lephkopus
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Bombax malabaricum
Bougainvillea spectabilis
Brachychiton discolor
Bressaia actinophylla
Breynia nivosa

Cassia surattensis

Castanospermumn australe
Catharanthus roseas
Chamaedorea sp.
Chorisia speciosa
Cocos nucifera
Codieum variegatum
Cordia sebestéena
Cordyline spp.
Crescentlia cujete
Crinum sp.

Dracaena deremensis
Guapira longifolia
Hibiscus rosa sinensis
Ixora coccinia
Jacobinia spicigera
Kigelia pinnata
Leucaena leucocephala
Manilkara zapota
Melicoccos bijugatus
Murraya exotica
Pachira agquatica
Parmentiera cerifera
Philodendron sp.
Polycias spp.
Pouteria campechiana
Ptychosperma elegans
Sansivieria spp.
Schinus terebinthefolius
Stenolobium stans
Thespesia polpulnea
Triphasia trifoliata
Turnera ulmifolia

Actually the majority of these species are represen
plants planted in the last few years.” 8
be removed since they are not known to have and not likely to hava

occurred in Key West prior to 1850.

Certainly the old Spanish lime trees should he kepht 2z the bhasis ‘
planting of the garden. There is very good reascon to belicva bthat 1
this West Indian species was introduced from the Bahamas oir Cuba i
during the earliest settlement of Key West. Several of the upeciaes
are native plants of the Keys and these should be presarved. These

include the Geiger treg,

folia), Poztia tree or Lerk

(furnera ulmifolia) .
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Most of" these new .

red bombax vl - ;

Australian boktla tree
Queensland unbrel iy
Snow on the mountain
yellow flowered shirub from
Ausiralia

Moreton Bay ciuash
Periwinkle

Cane palm

Silk floss tres
Coconut
Crotons
Geiger tree
Ti plant

alabash

o
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Blolly
Hisbiscus

Sausage tree
Leadwoocd
Sapodilla
Spanish lims i
Chalcas or orange Jjasmine
Guaiana chestnut
Candle trae s

2a1n

Self heading philodendron

Aralia y :
Canistel

Solitaire palm ’ i
Snake plant 2
Brazilian pepp22 |
Yellow elder

Portia or Lork tree

Limeberrv

Buttercup
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/// Other plants on the list that should be retained are sSoQrsop
(Annona muricata), Periwinkle (Catharanthus roset ), Cac&r!* '

nucifera), Calabash (Crescentia cujete), Lmadwood

cpphalg), uaPOd]lla (Manilkara zapota), Canistel

In developing the garden, I recommend a planting
in the back, a clump of bananas (Orinocco variety) ?ui 5
or Yellow Malay coconuts. These species represent what wears
the nost important plants in early Key West. Although the
coconuts were not introduced until perhaps after 1500 thev
represent the species in case of loss of the other como.ii s A T
lathal yellewing disease.

On the east side of the house there is a shrub with ovanze
(Jacobinia spicigera). This shrub was used for making an .3

but so far I haven't been able to detelmlne its antiquitv
in RKey West. I believe it should be kept until we learn no
it. There are two types of Eiﬂiiy3erla or snake plant qrow
"garden. These are originally from Africa but may have been
at an early date. They can be kept until more information
Also questionable are the agaves and the Antigonon leptopu

The oleander was introduced by the Spanish and was undoubtedly
grown. in Key West at an early date. It can be used for gsoxeaning as
well as to provide color.

To add a feminine touch to the garden I suggest the pLanting of
the Louis Philippe rose by the gate. This fine var ety Was ~oduged
in 1834 and still is grown in the Keys and the mainland of 2

The Key lily or beach spider 1ily (Hymenocallis kevensi g) can he
planted near the gate also.

I strongly recommend that the garden be kept very simple with
plants that are easy to maintain. Any plants that require muct supple~-
mental water, such as some of the herbs or the roses should ha grown
adjacent or very close to the house or cookhouse.
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