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HISTORY AND MARKS

The inception of silver plated ware industry dates back to 1847 and to the efforts of Rogers brothers
who in their little shop at Hartford developed the electro-plating process.

But the business finds its origin as early as 1808, with the establishment in Meriden of a small plant
for the production of pewter or Britannia ware.

At a later date, it was the foresight of the Britannia makers which turned into a success the efforts of
the Rogers brothers. Joining together of the mechanical genius of the Hartford experimenters and the
practical business ability of the Britannia makers constituted the definite beginning of silverware
making as a business.

The Rogers brothers had met with success their activity, but were hampered by lack of capital and
qualified organization to market their product.

In 1852 six or seven small Britannia ware plants in the town of Meriden were organized by Horace C.
and Dennis C. Wilcox into the Meriden Britannia Co supplying Britannia, Albata and German silver
ware, both plated and unplated, to many other firms.

An agreement was reached whereby the genius and sKkill of the Rogers were joined with the initiative
and business ability of the Meriden concern, and the latter began the production of goods that were
later to be described in the catalogue of the Meriden Britannia Co.,
the advantages of silver in durability and beauty at one-fifth the cost' X ) 1847 Rogers Bros.
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In 1862 Meriden Britannia Company bought the hollowware division, tools and dies of Rogers
Brothers Mfg Co (incorporating Rogers, Smith & Co).

The production of the '1847 Rogers Bros' line continued under the direction of William Rogers and in
1865 the plating shop was transferred from New Haven to Meriden and merged with Meriden
Britannia Co in 1866.

Meriden Britannia Company adopted in its flatware production the "sectional plate" under an 1868
patent obtained by Marshall L. Forbes. The process consisted in depositing an extra amount of silver
on spoons and forks parts suffering the harder wear. Meriden Britannia Co wrote about its spoons
and forks "... means they are plated three times heavier on the three points most exposed to wear ...
adding correspondingly to their durability..."
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By the year 1869 the Meriden Britannia Co. had taken over the interests of Rogers Smith & Co,
although it continued in New Haven until 1877, when it was moved to Meriden and became merged

with the Meriden Britannia Co. Rogers, Smith & Co ceased to exist as a separate entity and was
used as a trademark of Meriden Brltannla Co
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In 1894 the Meriden Britannia Co. began the making of the Forbes Silver Co. hollowware, which has
always been popular and has grown to be a very extensive line.

In 1895 Meriden Britannia Co bought Wilcox & Evertsen of New York, beginning the manufacture of a

quality line of sterling silver hollowware. This production was soon tr
. . . . X ) 1847 Rogers Bros.
continued also when the firm became part of International silver Co




In 1898 Meriden Britannia Company ceased to exist as an independent entity and became part of
International Silver Company.
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In 1902 salesrooms were active in New York (opened 1856 at 90 John St. and later at 45 Beekam St.
The store was from 1864 to 1873 at 199 Broadway and later at n. 550 Broadway), Meriden, San
Francisco (opened in 1867: 134 Sutter Street and later 150 Post St.), Chicago (opened in 1878 at

154 State Street) and London (with the addition of Hamilton Ont. and Paris quoted in an 1891
advertisement)
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Meriden Britannia Co Ltd, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada (founded 187




Britannia Company of Meriden, Connecticut. It produced 1847 Rogers Bros silverplate, sterling silver
flatware, silverplated nickel silver and white metal hollowware.

In 1924 International Silver Company incorporated International Silver Company of Canada, Ltd with
its Canadian subsidiaries Meriden Britannia Co Ltd (Hamilton, Ontario), Standard Silver Co of Toronto
Ltd (Toronto, Ontario) and William Rogers Manufacturmg Company Ltd (Niagara Falls, Ontario).
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SILVERPLATE AND ELECTROPLATED SILVER OF USA AND CANADA

AMERICAN SILVERPLATE MARKS

Aa/Al Am/Az Ba/Bh Bi/Bz C€C D E F G
H 1 J K L Ma/Mh Mi/Mz N O P Q
Ra/Rn Ro/Rz Sa/Sl Sm/Sz T U V Wa/wd
We/Wz X Y Z

LITERAL MARKS - INITIAL LETTERS A-B-C-D-E F-G-H-1-J-K-L M-N-
O-P-Q-R-S T-U-V-W-X-Y-Z

FIGURAL MARKS anchors, animals, arrows, bells,

birds, candelabra, crosses, crowns fantastical entities, horses human figures, lions,
musical instruments plants and vegetables, stars swords axes blades,

tools, windmills, others

AMERICAN SILVERSMITHS ALVIN CORPORATION BLACK, STARR & FROST
J.E.CALDWELL & CO CLEMENS FRIEDELL WILLIAM GALE GORHAM

HOLMES & EDWARDS HOTCHKISS & SCHREUDER INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO
KIRK STIEFF DANIEL LOW & CO LUNT SILVERSMITHS MAUSER MFG. CO
MERIDEN BRITANNIACO POOLE SILVER CO REED & BARTON

BERNARD RICE'S SONS ROGERS GEORGE W. SHIEBLER & CO

SHREVE, CRUMP & LOW  SIMPSON, HALL, MILLER & CO  WILLIAM SPRATLING
ARTHUR STONE TIFFANY& CO TOWLE TUTTLE SILVERSMITHS WALLACE
WATSON COMPANY E.G. WEBSTER & SON WHITING MFG CO

WILCOX SILVER PLATE CO




FLATWARE PATTERNS GORHAM HOLMES & EDWARDS
INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO  KIRK STIEFF CORPORATION REED & BARTON
1847 ROGERS BROS TOWLE MFG CO WALLACE SILVERSMITHS INC.

STERLING SILVER OF USA AND CANADA

AMERICAN STERLING SILVER MARKS
Aa/Am An/Az Ba/Bh Bi/Bz Ca/Cn Co/Cz Da/Dt Du/Dz E
Fa/Fn Fol/Fz Ga/Gh Gi/Gz Ha/Hh Hi/Hz I|-J K La/Lh Li/lLz

M N O P-Q Ra/Rn Ro/Rz Sa/Sh Si/lSz T-U-V Wa/WG
Wh/Wz X-Y-Z

SILVER MANUFACTURERS: MARKS, HISTORY AND INFORMATION
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SILVER HALLMARKS DIRECTORY: Main Page Australia Austria

Canada Cape Colony Channel Islands Continental (Silver plate)
England (town) Famous makers France Germany Hanau Ireland Italy
Mexico Old Sheffield plate Russia Scotland Scotland (Provincial) UK
(Silver plate) UK makers (sterling) USA (Silver plate) USA (sterling)
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