
Paradise of the Pacific 

Pacific Air Commerce 
By EDWIN NORTH MCCLELLAN 

// I HEY tell me that the inauguration of the trans-
Pacific sky mail also celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of the arrival of the first clipper ship at San Fran­

cisco,"wrote President Franklin D. Roosevelt in a letter that 
was read on November 22, 1935 when the China Clipper 
sailed from California carrying the first regular mail across 
the Pacific. "The years between the two eventst mark a cen­
tury of progress that is without parallel," continued the 
President's letter, "and it is our just pride that America and 
Americans have played no minor part in the blazing of new 
trails. There can be no higher hope than that this heritage 
of courage, daring, initiative and enterprise, will be con­
served and intensified." 

The story of these pioneering airmen is the story of any 
group of pioneers. Tragedy, as well as romance and adven­
ture, marched in their ranks. They faced death with a 
smile. They pressed on knowing that they might never live 
to see their dreams come true. And there always will be 
these pioneers who advance mindless of the cost. 

Not many years ago a few American imaginations pic­
tured a tremendous giant of the air flying dry-winged across 
the Great Ocean. Westward he flew and came to rest on 
Oahu, Midway, Wake, Guam and the Philippines. Five 
landing-islands not stepping-tones. Never once did that Fly­
ing Air-Giant pass from under the Stars-and-Stripes. Today 
it is more than imagination or a dream. Mail, express and 
passengers now fly over the route of the Flying-Giant of the 
dreamers. 

Distance today is measured by the ticking of the clock, 
not by the length of a line. Aviation has transmuted miles 
of space into seconds of time, and, with radio, makes next-
door neighbors of the whole Pacific world. 

Hawaii—for centuries the ocean-crossroads of the Pa­
cific—was the early dream-goal of pioneer-aviators. Before 
the first direct flight was attempted towards Hawaii an 
Army air-group flew round the world, crossing the narrow 
neck of the North Pacific successfully. It took all the cour­
age, faith and hope in the world to hop off from California 
in 1925 hoping not to fly past or over without seeing the 
comparatively small dot of Hawaii over two thousand miles 
away. But Commander John Rodgers, and his fellow 
naval-Americans, had all that it took to start the initial 
trans-Pacific flight to Hawaii. 

"I have some mail here for you people," said Rodgers to 
the Governor of Hawaii as hehandedhimsomeletters,shortly 
after his arrival in Hawaii in September of 1925. Rodgers' 
Navy Seaplane PN-9, No. 1 had flown from California to 
the vicinity of the Islands. Fuel failed and the plane floated 
for days. Picked up off Kauai, he and his airship-mates 
were transported to Pearl Harbor and later were received 
with high honors at Honolulu. The Rodgers' Flight took 
trans-Pacific aviation out of the realm of imagination. He 
and his companions proved it practicable. The flight also 
proved the seaplane was the proper vehicle even though 
many subsequent flights were in land-planes. 

Maitland and, Hegenberger, of the Army, made the first 
complete air-trip from California to Hawaii in June, 1927. 
In the following month the civilians, Smith and Bronte, flew 

from California and crashed on Molokai due to failure of 
fuel-supply. Next came the Dole Flight in which two of the 
four planes that left California in August of 1927 reached 
Hawaii. The Woolaroc (Goebel and Davis) arrived first 
followed by the Aloha (Jensen and Schluter). The 
tragedies attending this flight brought a roar of public 
opinion opposing over-ocean flying. It subsided. Other 
flights from the Mainland to Hawaii followed. 

In the meantime the Pan-American Airways was blazing 
commercial air-routes from continental United States south­
ward to Central America, South America and the West 
Indies. Pan-American Airways do not compete with the 
air-lines operating within continental United States which 
in turn operate only within that area. The job of the PAA 
is to extend the continental United States air-routes to the 
countries south and west of the United States. 

Right now the mail, express and passenger service of the 
PAA covers all of the West Indies, Central and South 
America. Coordination of express facilities of the airlines 
and the trunk-line railroads in continental United States, 
to provide a national high-speed shipping service throughout 
the country and, through the Pan-American Airways, to all 
countries south, was accomplished early in January of this 
year. A few months later this service was extended from 
California to Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines—and to a 
limited extent, to China, Japan and other Far Eastern coun­
tries. This, however, is anticipating. 

Before air-commerce flowed across the Pacific, as it does 
today, a long period of thorough preparation was necessary. 
The experience of the PAA, with both personnel and ma­
terial, in successfully creating its commercial air-routes 
south of the United States soon solved the Pacific problem. 
The route of the Flying Air Giant was followed—Hawaii, 
Midway, Wake, Guam and the Philippines. 

The round-the-world flight of Schlee and Brock, in the 
autumn of 1927, first attracted American aviation attention 
to the Midway Islands, and indirectly to Wake Island, as 
possible air-bases for a trans-Pacific air-crossing. These two 
aviators were in the Far East looking eastward for possible 
landing-spots for hops across the Pacific to Hawaii from 
west to east. Their plane was of the land variety. "On that 
sand-flat," wrote someone in a Honolulu newspaper of Sep­
tember 16, 1927, "Schlee and Brock expect to safely land 
the Pride of Detroit. They also expect to take-off from that 
mile or so of glaring white sand." Few people, during that 
pioneering period, gave Midway any consideration, less a 
chance of becoming a major air-base. "Soon you will read 
of air-ports being acquired and developed, at tremendous 
cost, for national and commercial air-navigation," continued 
this writer, and "we might start today with at least a 
thought of Midway and Hawaii." In October, 1936 news 
was published that $1,500,000 might be spent by our govern­
ment on Midway and Wake. Schlee and Brock never com­
pleted their trip round the world. The first crossing of the 
Pacific did not come for eight years. 

And so the PAA established airbases on Oahu, Midway, 
Wake, Guam and the Philippine Islands. Planes and in-

(Continued on Page Thirty-Two) 

ffovember, 1936 • • S 

More Power to Taro 
By ALEXANDER S. MACLEOD 
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KEA'S TARO PATCH—Won First Prize at the Honlulu Printmakers' 1935 Exhibition—By A. S. MacLeod 

BACK in the Fifties F. Gerstaecker wrote that poi was 
frequently described "as a fermented paste or mush, 
made out of the taro-root, and eaten, with utter con­

tempt for the use of a spoon, with the forefinger of the 
right hand, which they in fact, call from this the poi-
finger." 

"Poi was eaten by thrusting the forefinger of the right 
hand into the mass and securing as much as would adhere 
to the finger," described William Alanson Bryan, "and 
then passing the food from the bowl to the mouth by a neat 
revolving motion of the hand and finger. For this reason it 
was quite the custom to grade poi as one-finger poi, and so 
on, thereby indicating its consistency." 

To old-time Hawaiians poi was the staff of life. Taro-
roots were first baked in an imu or underground oven. Next 
the outer skins of the well-cooked taro-roots were removed. 
After this operation the roots were well-pounded on the poi-
board with a thick, heavy stone pestle. Poi-pounding was 
very hard work. When the Hawaiians did so they wore 
only loin-cloths. "Seating themselves cross-legged, usually 

one at each end of the poi-board, the pestling would con­
tinue for an hour or more," wrote Mr. Bryan. The roots 
gradually were reduced to a sticky doughy-like mass. Water 
was added from time to time to prevent the mass from stick­
ing to the stone pestle and the board. When sufficiently 
smooth and firm it was removed from the board. 

This mass now could be made into poi by thinning with 
water to whatever consistency desired. Often small por­
tions of the mass were wrapped with ti-leaves into bundles 
for storage or future use. This was the form, probably, that 
taro was carried by the Hawaiians on their long voyages. 
All this was Old Hawaii. Modern conditions in the Islands 
has brought new forms of edible taro. 

The Hawaiians of centuries-ago knew nothing of vita-
mines and calories, but they did know their taro. And they 
still know it. And so do haoles and many others. Yes, the 
commercial possibilities of taro are considered very large and 
practicable to our economic prosperity. Scientists are busy on 
the subject. More power to taro. 



32 • 

Pacific Air Commerce 
(Continued from Page Four) 

struments, and all other facilities, were prepared for the 
great test. An aerial tunnel above the Pacific, two hundred 
miles wide from sea level to twenty thousand feet and nine 
thousand miles long, was constructed by the PAA. A tun­
nel, the walls of which are formed of absolute knowledge 
of weather and wind, of cloud and sea, of compass variation 
and radio behavior. Spme call it an air-bridge. Through 
this tunnel of the air the air-clippers later safely passed, 
guided by an oc^an-spanning wireless direction-finder and 
other navigational devices produced by the engineers. 

The Pan-American Clipper arrived at Honolulu from 
California on her first trip in April, 1935. Later cruises 
pushed on to Midway, to Wake, and to Guam. Finally, in 
November, 1935, the China Clipper made the crossing of the 
Pacific between California and the Philippines. Next came 
express service. In October, 1936 the first regular passengers 
were carried. 

Air-commerce will not eliminate other forms of trans­
portation. Of course, surface shipping will have to give up 
something to airships, just as the railroads did; but the com­
posite system will gradually adjust itself to all conditions. 

The pioneers did their part. The PAA is doing its share, 
and progress of the future will find many others supplement­
ing what already has been accomplished. The clock ticks on. 

Along the Sky Roads of the Pacific in Air Clipper Ships 
to the Orient and to the South Sea Islands. All via Hawaii. 
The Sky is the friend of Hawaii—just as the Ocean was, 
and is. There is no future air-route crossing the Pacific that 
will not touch Hawaii. Honolulu is the Air-Crossroads of 
the Pacific—the transfer point—the New York and Chicago 
combined of the Pacific. The air-routes of the Pacific link 
industrial America with the world markets of the Orient 
and the Soirh Pacific—and they all pass through Hawaii. 
Whatever flies the Pacific will always benefit Hawaii. 
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• Paradise of the Pacific 

In Menehune Land 
In Menehune Land, by Bernice Piilani Irwin, excellently 

illustrated, and printed by The Printshop Co., Ltd., Hono­
lulu (1936), is full of most interesting information about 
the Dwarf Fairies. With an Introduction, seventeen stories 
about the Menehunes and their good deeds, a pronunciation 
of the Hawaiian Alphabet and a Pronunciation and Glossary 
of Hawaiian Words, this 136-page book is a valuable addi­
tion to the literature of Hawaii. Overflowing with interest 
it also teaches many lessons to the young and old. 

Dedicated to the memory of her mother, Mary Piilani 
Cook, and to her husband, Edward Payson Irwin, In 
Menehune Land is a book well deserving of a place in every 
Hawaiian home and in the leading libraries of the United 
States and Great Britain. 

Those who believe in Menehunes, of course, will be 
absorbed in reading it while those who disbelieve that these 
Hawaiian Brownies ever existed, nevertheless, will be well 
repaid by reading it. Mrs. Irwin is recognized as one of the 
leaders writers on Hawaiian subjects and we are proud of 
her and her book. 

PARADISE of the PACIFIC 
Hawaii's Illustrated Monthly Magazine 

Vol. 48 November, 1936 No. 11 
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THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (annexed 1898) became a Territory 
and "an integral part of the United States of America" in 1900. 
Hawaii is neither a "colony" nor a "possession" nor is it a 
"dependency." The principal islands of Hawaii, comprising a 
chain about 375 miles long, lie in the North Pacific 
between 18' 54' and 22° 14' north latitude and 
154° 48' and 160° 13" west longitude, begin 
ning with the northernmost, with square 
mileage noted, are: Niihau, 73; Kauai, 
547; Oahu, 598; Molokai, 261; Lanai, 
139; Maui, 728; Kahoolawe, 44, and 
Hawaii, 4,015. Total, 6,405. Dis- ^ V* 
covery: Spaniards shipwrecked 
at Kona, Hawaii, 1527; Juan 
Gaetano's (Spaniard) discov 
ery, 1555. Discovery by Cap­
tain Cook, 1778; death of 
Capt. Cook at Kealakekua, 
Hawaii, (where monument 
stands) 1779. Later His­
tory: Vancouver visited 
islands 1792, 1793, 1794. 
Kamehameha I set up 
monarchy, 1795; died 
1819 (aged 82). Idolatry 
abolished 1819. The first 
American missionaries ar­
rived the following year. 
Recognition of independ­
ence by United States, 1842. 
Reciprocity treaty with the 
United States, 1876. King 
Kalakaua, aged 55, reigned 17 
years, died 1891, succeeded by 
Queen Liliuokalani (born 1838), 
died November 11, 1917, who was 
deposed in 1893, when provisional 
government was established, followed 
by Republic of Hawaii, 1894. Insurrection 
suppressed, 1895. United States annexed the 
Islands in 1898. Territorial government estab 
lished, 1900. Climate: Mild, equable and comfortable 
all year round. In Honolulu the year's maximum temperature 
approximates 87° and the minimum 62°, with a mean relative 
humidity of 68.5°. Seldom has the thermometer shown a greater 
variation than 30 degrees throughout the year and from 7 to 15 

degrees between mid-night and mid-day. While it is practically 
perpetual summer at sea level, any climate, even to freezing, 
may be obtained by ascending the mountains. Fogs and ty­
phoons are unknown. Snow is found only on the highest peaks, 

No snakes. Average maximum temperature for 30 years, 
73.77 degrees. Average annual rainfall, 30 years, 

28.31 inches. Chief Scenic Wonders: Hawaii 
National Park (dedicated 1921), including 

the occasionally active volcano, Kil-
auea, 31 miles from Hilo, Island of 

Hawaii; the intermittently active 
summit crater of Mauna Loa, 

Island of Hawaii, elevation 
3,675 feet; the crater of 
Haleakala, Island of Maui, 
elevation 10,032 feet, area 
19 square miles, largest 
quiescent crater in the 
world. Waimea Canyon, 
Kauai, 3,000 feet deep (a 
miniature Grand Canyon 
of the Colorado). The 
Pali, Oahu, six miles 
from Honolulu; 1,200-
foot precipice affording 
a magnificent panorama. 
Honolulu and Oahu At­
tractions: The Aquarium 
(extraordinarily colored 

and oddly formed fish) and 
Kapiolani Park, Waikiki; 

Waikiki beach; six army 
posts and forts; Mount Tan­

talus and Punchbowl Crater, 
back of Honolulu; Naval Station 

at Pearl Harbor; Schofield Bar­
racks, Leilehua; Bishop Museum, 

headquarters for Polynesian ethnology 
and natural history; Moanalua Gardens; 

the Capitol, formerly Iolani Palace; coral 
gardens at Kaneohe and Waialua; royal mauso­

leum, Nuuanu; Pacific Heights; Makiki Round Top; 
University of Hawaii in Moana Valley; sugar plantations; pine­
apple fields, canneries; missionary landmarks near civic center. 
The Island of Oahu is one municipality or "City and County" 
with a population of 210,610, the city proper numbering 143,590. 

ELEVATIONS AND DIMENSIONS 
Elev. feet 

Mauna Kea (Hawaii) 13,825 
Mauna Loa (Hawaii) semi-active ..13,675 
Haleakala (Maui) 10,032 
Hualalai (Hawaii) 8,275 
Waialeale (Kauai) 5,170 
Kaala (Oahu) 4,030 
Kilauea (Hawaii) active 4,000 
Konahuanui (Oahu) 3,105 
Tantalus (Oahu) 2,013 
Pali (Oahu) 1,214 
Haleakala—largest crater in the world 
(quiescent). Area, 10 square mile; cir­
cumference, 20 miles; length, 7.48 miles; 
width, 2.37 miles; elevation 10,032 feet. 
Kilauea—active crater. Area, 4.14 miles; 
circumference, 7.85 miles; width, 2.95 
miles; elevation, 4,000 feet. 
Mokuaweoweo—summit crater of Mauna 
Loa. Area, 3.70 square miles; circumfer­
ence, 9.47 miles; length, 3.7 miles; width, 
1.74 miles; elevation, 13,675 feet. 

DISTANCES FROM HONOLULU 
Auckland 3,850 Seattle 2,401 
Hong Kong 4,961 Sitka 2,395 
Los Angeles ....2,232 Suva ..2,736 
Manila 4,803 Sydney 4,424 
Panama 4,665 Tahiti 2,389 
Samoa 2,290 Victoria 2,343 

• San Francisco 2,100 Yokohama 3,445 

POPULATION BY ISLANDS 
Oahu 210,610 
Hawaii 76,720 
Maui, Kahoolawe, Lanai, Molokai 59,597 
Kauai, Niihau 37,500 

TOTAL OF ALL ISLANDS 384,437 

HAWAII'S ESTIMATED POPULATION 
(June 30, 1934) 

Hawaiian 21,710 
Caucasian-Hawaiian 18,742 
Asiatic-Hawaiian 17,236 
Portuguese 29,530 
Puerto Rican 7,368 
Spanish 1,267 
Other Caucasian 50,258 
Chinese 27,264 
Japanese 148,972 
Korean 6,668 
Filipino 54,668 
Others 754 

TOTAL 384,437 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 

Hawaii imports for ten years ended Dec­
ember 31, 1933', were $823,314,289, and the 
exports for the same period were $1,859,-
653,659. The bulk of exports for 1934 were 
as follows: 
Sugar $54,860,109 
Molasses 404,318 
Citric Acid 122,354 
Coffee 642,962 
Fish—Canned ,etc 542,853 
Fruits (mostly pineapples) 34,311,852 
Hides and Skins 93,900 
Alcohol 182,873 
U. S. Goods Returned 2,575,140 
Paper and Manufactures of 375,841 
Other Articles 341,226 

TOTAL $94,453,458 

IMPORTANT EVENTS IN HAWAIIAN 
HISTORY 

1527..Spanish shipwreck, Island of Hawaii 
1555 Islands discovered (?) by Gaetano 
17J8 Discovery by Captain Cook 
1779 Death of Captain Cook 
1790 Great eruption of Kilauea 
1792 Arrival of Vancouver 
1795 Kamehameha I conquers Oahu 
1801 Eruption of Hualalai, Hawaii 
181 9 Death of Kamehameha I 
182 0 Arrival of first missionaries 
1820 .Arrival of first whaling ships 
1822....1st printing, Hawaiian spelling book 
1824 Queen Kapiolani defies fire goddess 
1827 First Catholic missionaries arrive 
1836 First newspaper in English 
1853 Arrival of Mormon missionaries 
1868 Great eruption of Mauna Loa 
18^6 Reciprocity treaty with U. S. 
1881 Kalakaua toured world 
1891 Death of Kalakaua, San Francisco 
189 3 Queen Liliuokalani overthrown 
189 4 Republic of Hawaii established 
189 5 Insurrection suppressed 
1898 Annexation to United States 
1900 Territorial government established 
1917 Death of Liliuokalani 
191 9 Opening Pearl Harbor drydock 
192 0 Celebration Missionary Centennial 
192 1 Press Congress of World meets 
1927....War memorial natatorium dedicated 
1927..S.S. Malolo on 4y2 day run from S.F. 
192 7 First Calif.-Hawaii non-stop flight 
1928..Goebel wins Dole flight, S.F.-Hawaii 
192 8 Southern Cross flies to Australia 
1929....Inter-Island air service established 
1931....New liners on Honolulu-Orient run 
193 4 President Roosevelt visits Hawaii 
193 5 Amelia Earhart flies to Mainland 
1935 Air service started from Mainland 


