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MANY visitors to Hawaii, as well as well as residents, 
have the impression that there are no native birds 
left in our islands. They will tell you that the 

entire bird fauna consists of rnynah birds, English sparrows, 
two or three species of doves, and a few showy perching 
birds which are just now being introduced by the Hui Manu 
and other bird fanciers. They would probably not believe 
you if you told them that a total of over 230 species were 
listed which had been recorded at one time or another 
throughout the archipelago, and that more than 150 of these 
were well established at the present time, including 80 
which are native to the Hawaiian islands. Persons inter­
ested in the out-of-doors should know and protect the birds 

of Hawaii. 
Oahu has the poorest bird fauna of any of the larger 

islands of the group. There are several reasons for this. 
One is the depleted condition of the native forest; a second, 
the large extent of cultivation; a third, the present large 
population, and the length of time during which white men, 
with all their ability at destroying natural conditions, have 
been present. And yet even Oahu has at least thirty species 
of birds which are well established, a dozen species of which 
were not introduced by man. By including in our list the 
birds of the small, outlying islets to the north of Oahu, we 
could add half a dozen more species, all of them indigenous, 
which would make the bird fauna half native and half in­

troduced on Oahu. 
Mr. Geo. C. Munro, veteran student of Hawaiian birds, 

is making a survey of the present status of the bird life on 
the different islands of the Hawaiian group. He recently 
reported having seen or heard about thirty different kinds 
on Oahu, not counting the off-shore sea birds. There are 
doubtless many persons, who get out into the mountains and 
to less frequented parts of Oahu, who would be willing to 
make records of the birds which they see if they were able 
to recognize them. We have selected twenty-five species 
which are sure to be seen somewhere on Oahu, and are here 
attempting to describe them and their habits in such a way 
that the student may be able to recognize what he sees in 

the field. 
The most conspicuous, if not the most common, species on 

Oahu is the mynah, a perky, pugnacious, noisy bird, which 
will eat almost anything, is very sure of itself, and in many 
ways is almost human in its habits. Groups will gossip at 
wayside gatherings, indulge in prize fights carefully super­
vised by a referee, and individuals have even been taught to 
speak. The species is a native of India, Burma, and Siam, 
having been first introduced to Oahu in 1865, by Dr. Wil­
liam Hillebrand, to combat army worms in pasture land. This 
it did very efficiently, proving itself of great value to the 
agriculturist. But it has multiplied and spread to such an 
extent, and is'so noisy and self-confident, that it is quite 
generally disliked, and even considered a pest by those who 
do not appreciate its capacity for eating insects. 

It hardly seems necessary to give a detailed description 
of a bird so omnipresent in the lowlands. I he length is 
9 to 10 inches, which might be kept in mind as a means of 
comparison for other species. The body plumage is vari­
ously described as snuff brown or rich wine-brown, except 
the head, neck, and upper breast which are almost black, 
and the lower abdomen, which is almost white. The ex­
panded wing is dark brown, with a large central white spot, 
very conspicuous when in flight. The tail is strongly rounded 
blackish, white-tipped on the sides. 1 here is a bare patch 
of yellow skin around the eye; and the bill and legs are also 

yellow. 

The voice is a strange mixture of harsh gurglings and 
liquid notes, those most common being "keeky-keeky-keeky, 
churr-churr, kok-kok-kok." Food includes house scraps, fruit, 
grain, insects, and small animals of all kinds. Nests may be 
built under eaves of houses (from which they should be re­
moved, as the ever-present mites are likely to migrate into 
the house), in holes in walls, bushes, and branches of trees. 
They are more or less shapeless masses of miscellaneous ma­
terial: fine twigs, straw, feathers, rags, cotton, bits of string 
and paper. Usually four or five eggs are laid, pale blue to 
greenish-blue in color, without markings, and measuring 1.2 
by .86 inches. Although they have been accused of robbing 
other birds nests and driving away the native birds, these 
habits are rare. 

The English sparrow, another familiar introduced species, 
is in places very abundant; but it seldom occurs far from 
habitations. This native of Western Europe, which is thor­
oughly naturalized on the Mainland, and as thoroughly 
disliked there, because of its habit of feeding on grain, fruits, 
and garden truck, was first introduced on Oahu from New 
Zealand in 1871. Here it is really a useful bird, consuming 
many insects and weed seeds, and doing but little damage, 
none to any important crop. 

The length is from 5.5 to 6.5 inches. It is brownish 
above, the back streaked with blackish; the wing with two 
faint white bands; the under parts grayish white. The male 
is distinguished by its black throat and patches of chestnut 
at the bases of the wings. The female is browner and duller 
than the male, with pale eyebrows, ashy throat, and dingy 
brown cheeks. The young of both sexes resemble the female, 
but are whiter below and on the throat. 

The flight is rapid and straight for short distances, un­
dulating when prolonged. Nests may be placed almost 
anywhere, as in hedges, bushes, trees, and house eaves. 1 hey 
are large, flask-shaped structures made of grass, with a small 
opening at the side, leading to the feather-lined interior. 
Eggs may be laid at any season of the year, 4 to 8 at a time, 
pale gray, tinged with green or blue, and spotted with brown 
and gray, .9 by .6 inch. The incubation period is said to 
be 13 days. 

To be continued 
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Seventh Expedition to American Equatorial Islands 
By RICHARD B. BLACK 

Field Representative, Division of Territories and Island Possessions, Department of Interior 

Replacements for Baker Island as follows: Albert Akana, 
leader, for Abraham Piianaia; Eugene Burke for William 
Kaina; Ah Kin Leong for Edward Young, and Gabriel Vic­
tor for Joseph Kim. 

Folinga Faufata was carried as a replacement member, 
but was not needed this trip. 

Cocoanut seedling distribution was as follows: Jarvis 
Island, 75 seedlings, 5 feet average height; Howland Island, 
150 seedlings, 5 feet average height and one 15-foot tree, 
and Baker Island, 150 seedlings, 5 feet average height and 
one 15-foot tree. 

At this writing, December 16, 1936, other developments 
have taken place as follows: 

Due to strike conditions and the lack of meteorlogical 
data from ships at sea, the astrological stations on Jarvis 
and Howland Islands have been furnishing daily pilot 
balloon results to the Pan American Airways at Honolulu, 
and the Pacific service has been materially aided. It had not 
been intended to inaugurate this service until January, when 
this data will probably be incorporated in the daily Pacific 
weather chart. 

Recent radio messages from Howland Island state that 
forty-five drums of water have been collected from the eaves-
troughs of the Government House during recent rains. Word 
from Baker Island tells of similar rains with considerable 
water saved. This news is very encouraging and should 
mean that the 350 cocoanut trees planted last trip should do 
very well. 

October 22: Jarvis Island at 4:50 a.m. Heavy cross 
swells. Unable to land with safety to stores, boats, and 
men. 

October 23: Lull at noon. Completely unloaded at 6 
p.m. Lost two drums of water, pounded on reef. 

Replacements as follows: Harold Chin Lum, student 
aerologist, for Yau Fai Lum and Charles Ahia for Manuel 
Sproat. 

October 26: Arrived Howland Island 6 a.m. Swell run-
mng but length of Howland gives excellent lee. Completely 
unloaded at 10:30 a.m. 

Replacements as follows: James Kamakaiwi for Killarney 
Opiopio, leader; Paul Yat Lum for Ah Kin Leong (student 
aerologist) and William Tavares for William Yomes. 

Sailed for Baker Island, arriving 1 p.m., same date. 
Heavy surf made landing difficult. No serious accidents, 1 . . . 

out one seaman unconscious awhile after being thrown 
length of surf boat by sea. 

Necessary to land supplies on South beach rather than as 
usual on West beach, using running boat on line between 
launch and shore. Finished at dark. 

HAWAIIAN BOYS ON BAKER ISLAND (Upper) 
AND ON HOWLAND ISLAND (Lower) 

To keep current information before the readers of the 
Paradise of the Pacific, on the South Seas project of 
the United States Department of the Interior, the fol­

lowing skeleton Log covering the Seventh Expedition to the 
American Equatorial Islands of Jarvis, Baker and Howland, 

is here presented. Lt. 
•jttH ^ y Com. Frank T. Ken-

w ner was in command 
of the U. S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Itasca 
and the writer, as field 
representative of the 

terior, was in charge 
i 

RICHARD B. BLACK FLANKED Milo Trees. 
BY THE LUM BOYS October 20, 1936: 

Anchored off Palmyra 
Atoll (Mr. L. Fullard Leo, owner). Fifty-three Islands 
around lagoon. Collected in slings made of burlap and poles, 
375 young cocoanut seedlings. 


