
Page 4 Paradise of the Pacific 

Sesqui-Centennial of America in Eastern Pacific 

THIS YEAR of 1938 is the sesqui-centennial of the Ameri­
can Flag's first appearance in the Eastern Pacific—1788. 
Long before that year the ancestors of the American-

Hawanans and Amencan-Samoans arrived in Polynesia, Bal­
boa discovered the Great Ocean in 1513, and Magellan s 
ships sailed its blue waters in 1519-1521. 

When that revolutionary American shot echoed round the 
world from Lexington on April 19, 1775, the Pacific was an 
almost unknown area to the million or so Americans. John 
Ledyard and other American-born, were with Captain James 
Cook when he discovered Hawaii in 1778. The Empress of 
China showed the Stars and Stripes in China waters of the 
Pacific in 1784. Four years later, in 1788, our Flag first 

Palmyra Island 

flew over Pacific seas east of the 180th meridian, in what is 
now the American sphere of influence. 

Sailing from Boston in 1787 the Columbia and Lady 

At French Frigate Shoals—Ofiicial U. S. Navy Photo 

Dr. Gruening Sightsees Jarvis Island 

Washington were the first United States vessels to pass 
round Cape Horn into the Pacific, in 1788. Parting com­
pany during the cruise they rejoined at Vancouver Island in 
the Spring of 1788. The Columbia arrived at Hawaii in 
1789. However, it is probable that the American Eleanora 
arrived at Hawaii from Asia the same year but before the 
Columbia. 

The first American warship to sail the Eastern Pacific 
was the frigate Essex—in 1813. In the following year the 
first war vessel of the United States arrived at Hawaii— 
the U. S. S. Sir Andrew Hammond. This was five years 
before the first American frigate—the Congress—visited the 
extreme Western Pacific. Down through the years many 
American warships and merchantmen showed our Flag in 
the Eastern Pacific, visiting ports and many islands. 

These islands of the Eastern Pacific were esteemed almost 
valueless in the early years; but during the past half-century 
all have been claimed by some country. Aviation has en­
hanced their value. The United States possess many of 
them, including the numerous islands that form the Territory 
of Hawaii (of which Palmyra is part), Aleutians, Wake, 
Midway, Johnston, Baker, Howland, Jarvis and American 
Samoa (that includes Swains). 

America appears to have excellent claims to other islands. 
Among them, as stated in this magazine last September, are 
Christmas Island and the Phoenix Group. Germany looks 
upon her former Pacific Islands as "lost property" which the 
"world will have to return." Of these, America is interested 
particularly in ex-German Samoa under mandate to New 
Zealand. It would be well if that territory, and every 
other island west of our coast and east of a curved line from 
Panama through Samoa to the Aleutians, were under the 
Stars and Stripes. 

Much has occurred during the century and a half between 
1788 and 1938; but this year probably will contain more 
important incidents than any before. 

Alien Fishermen 
"Approximately 90 per cent of all the fresh fish sold in 

the Territory is caught by alien fishermen," said Governor 
W. R. Farrington in his Annual Report dated September 
14, 1927, to the Secretary of the Interior. "How to man 
this industry with citizens is an approaching problem." 
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"Dr. Gruening Sees It Through" 
BY EDWIN NORTH MCCLELLAN 

HE CAME, he saw all, and left delighted with Hawaii 
and full of information about Our Islands. A pleasing 
personality, an intelligent, impartial and indefatigable 

investigator, and unusually competent to assimilate the in­
formation secured and match it with adequate conclusions. 
His information and advice to the Secretary of the Interior 
regarding Hawaii's problems and their solutions will be 
sound. Equally sound will be his information and advice 
concerning the other Islands of the American Pacific. Dr. 
Ernest Gruening is our subject. He received his degree 
of medicine from Harvard and today is Chief of Division 
of Territories and Island Possessions, Department of the 
Interior. He arrived at Honolulu, September 23, 1937, 
aboard the Lurline and departed on the same ship, December 
4. With him were Mrs. Gruening and their sons—Peter 
and Huntington. 

Dr. Gruening penetrated every strata of Hawaii. He met 
us all—low and high, employee and employer, capital and 
labor, Government officials of all our governments of all 
grades—never has a federal government representative made 
as thorough inspection of us and our affairs. 

Not content to just enjoy our hospitality and scenery, and 

DR. GRUENING (right-rear) AND DICK BLACK AT HOWLAND ISLAND 

Governor Poindexter and Dr. Gruening at Palmyra Island 

go through the motions, he patiently listened to our State­
hood aspirations, watched the sugar and pineapple workers 
in the fields, mills, canneries, and other places. He talked 
with them—in Spanish with the Filipinos. He made himself 
understood by all classes of Hawaii. 

He looked into the dwellings in which the wealth-creat­
ing laborers of Hawaii are domiciled; saw the CCC boys in 
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MAUI—VISITED BY DR. GRUENING—PINEAPPLE FIELDS AT LAHAINA—Official U. S. Navy Photo 

Swains Island 

their camps and in the field; viewed Kona Coffee and offered 
sympathetic aid; visited taro patches whence cometh our taro 
flour and poi; looked at the papaia trees and fruit that cre­
ates Hawaiian wealth; secured information concerning dual-
citizenship, expatriation, and language schools, at its source, 
learned about Oriental ancestry and its effect on government. 

He visited our Big Five Islands and learned there of the 
problems of Hawaii—land tenure and land utilization, di­
versified agriculture and industry, public utilities, taxation 
system, public works, general financial structure, public in­
struction, law enforcement, economic system, rehabilitation 
of Hawaiians through the homes commission and the prob­
lems of the homesteaders, and many other factors, that go to 
make up Hawaii. 

Dr. Gruening carefully refrained from commenting upon 
any government subject beyond his jurisdiction. He left with 
us, however, many interesting suggestions and hopes. Among 
others, he advocated the extension of Hawaii National Park 
to include the Napali Coast and Waimea Canyon on Kauai 
or the creation of a separate national monument to include 
those areas. This, of course, is not new. He praised our 
schools and stated that the training in citizenship and the 
inculcation of American ideals—so vital to the future wel­
fare of the Islands—were being advanced apace in the 
schools. On his arrival in San Francisco he was quoted as 
saying: "I found Hawaii in eminently satisfactory shape. 
Economic and social standards are higher than on the Main­
land as a whole. I was particularly impressed by the splendid 
educational system." 

On board the Coast Guard Cutter Roger B. Taney, the 
Doctor visited the three American Line or Equatorial Islands 
•—Howland, Baker and Jarvis. The administration of these 
three islands comes directly under him in the Interior De­
partment. While visiting American Samoa he denied that 
plans has been created provided for replacing the present 
naval administration by one of the Interior Department. 

Dr. Gruening sailed away from us delighted with Hawaii 
and having completely fulfilled his mission which, upon his 
arrival, he had defined: "The purpose of my visit here, 
apart from the need of becoming more closely familiar with 
the Territory and its problems, is to report to my superior 
officer, the Secretary of the Interior, how the government is 
functioning, what the needs of the Territory are, and in what 
way the federal government may assist." 
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The Eleventh Cruise to American Equatorial Islands 
BY RICHARD BLA C KBU R N  BLACK 

Field Representative, U. S. Department of the Interior 

THE ELEVENTH C R U I SE to the American Equatorial 
Islands, sailed from Honolulu on October 23, 1937, 
aboard, the Coast Guard Cutter Roger B. Taney 

(Commander E. A. Coffin). In addition to the personnel of 
the ship, the Department of Interior Field Representative, 
and Hawaiian replacements for the Islands, the following 
officials and guests made the cruise: Dr. Ernest Gruening 
(Director, Division of Territories and Island Possessions, 
Department of the Interior), Governor Joseph B. Poindex-
ter of Hawaii, H. E. Warner (Director, Agricultural Ex­
tension Service, Department of Agriculture and University 
of Hawaii), Lieut. Com. F. T. Kenner, U. S. Coast Guard, 
Lieutenant E. T. Gorman, U. S. Army, of Luke Field, Peter 
Gruening and Alexander Budge. Jr. 

Kingman Reef was the first stop, but no landing was 
made there. A day was spent at Palmyra Atoll where a 
number of cocoanut seedlings were gathered for transplant­
ing at Jarvis Island. A stop was made at Fanning Island 
where mail was delivered to the Cable Station at the request 
of the Commercial Pacific Cable Company. 

Earhart "Light" Ceremony, Howland Island 

Stores and changes of personnel were left at Jarvis Island 
on the thirty-first of October, and a course was laid for 
Pago Pago in American Samoa. A courtesy call was made 
upon the U. S. Naval administrator at Pago Pago and there 
were several visits to the outlying islands. 

Sailing north from Samoa, the Taney stopped at Swains 
Island which is administered under the government of Amer-
>can Samoa. A cocoanut plantation is operated on Swains 
Island by Mr. Jennings, a grandson of the orginal owner 
°f the island. Cocoanuts and other plants were picked up in 
Samoa and at Swains Island for transplanting on Baker and 
Howland Islands. 

Baker Island was sighted on the sixteenth of November 
but because of a heavy swell and dangerous surf the ship 
Proceeded to Howland Island where unloading was com­
pleted by nightfall. The following afternoon Baker Island 
Was worked in rather heavy surf. All material was landed 
Without serious damage before sundown. 

The palms, ironwood, hala, milo and other plants, which 

The Doctor Greets Jarvis "Colonists" 

have been placed during the past year and a half, are thriving 
well on Baker and Howland Islands, but on Jarvis Island 
the conditions are much more inhospitable. 

Late on the seventeenth of November a course was laid 
from Baker Island for Honolulu where the Expedition ar­
rived on the twenty-third. 

Rizal Day 
Rizal Day was well commemorated in Hawaii on Decem­

ber 30th. 

PIECES OF PARADISE 
BY ETHEL G R EY  

Visitors, from less lovely lands, 
Come to Hawaii with eager hands, 

To gather its beauty for Memory's sake. 
Pieces of Paradise, they take— 

A tapa cloth, a lauhala mat, 
A band of bright feathers to wear on their hat; 

A polished leaf carved from koa wood 
That in a king's forest once proudly stood: 

Recorded disc of Hawaiian song 
1 o play back home, the whole night long. 

Of Hawaii, they fancy, they've taken a part, 
But Hawaii, the Trader, is keeping their heart! 

On Baker Island 


