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Folinga Faufata, and Killarney Opiopio 
living the Kamehameha alma mater on 
Howlandj January 1936 
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V^n March 20, 1935, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Itasca set sail from 
Honolulu on a top secret mission. Aboard were six young Hawaiians, all recent 
graduates of Kamehameha School. Carefully recruited by the U.S. Department 
of Air Commerce for their physical and mental fitness, they believed they would ^ 
be collecting specimens for Bishop Museum. Instead, they found themselves on 
remote, desert islands in the middle of the Equatorial Pacific, living for months at a 
time in total isolation. 

Their tasks included mapping the islands, taking weather readings, cultivating plants, 
fishing, keeping a daily log, and preparing landing fields. Ostensibly sent to protect 
federal interests in commercial aviation routes between Australia and California, the 
ability of these young Hawaiian men to survive as "Americans," eventually enabled 
President Roosevelt to claim jurisdiction over the islands of Jarvis, Baker, and Howland 
in May of 1936. Yet these claims would not come without cost as three young Hawaiians 
would ultimately lose their lives: Carl Kahalewai, Joe Keliihananui, and Dickey Whaley. 

During the seven year course of the project, more than 130 
young men from Hawaii would colonize these islands, endured 
unrelenting sun, treacherous waves, voracious rats, sharks, and 
ultimately, enemy fire. Yet the vast majority of them did more 
than just survive - they excelled. These young men had a profound 
ability to thrive under adverse conditions with humor, grace, and 
humility. They fished, surfed, picked sea shells and sang. Their 
foundational cornerstones were the common values instilled in 
them through school, family, and community - values that 
remained with them no matter how far from home they ^ 
happened to find themselves. 
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Front cover (from left): Solomon Kalama, Charles Ahia, 
Jacob Haili and Harold Chin Lum. Jarvis Island, 1937. 

Bishop Museum's 

Mission: 
BISHOP MUSEUM 

Bishop Museum members enjoy unlimited free 
admission to the Museum and provide vital 
support for the Museum s exhibits, education 
programs, and the best possible care of our 
natural and cultural collections. 

Bishop Museum is open Wednesday to Monday, 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The Museum is closed on 
Tuesdays and Christmas Day (December 25). 

preserve, 

and tell the stories 

of the natural and 

cultural history ofHawai'i 

and the Pacific. 

Admission: (effective Jan. 1,2010) 
Adults 
Youth (4-12) 
Seniors 
Children (3 & Under) 
Bishop Museum Members 

$17.95 
$14.95 
$14.95 
Free 
Free 

To become a member, call (808) 847-8296 or 
visit www.bishopmuseum.org. 

General Information 
Amy Greenweil Garden 
Archives 
Facility Rentals 
Library 
Membership 
Development 
Shop Pacifica 
Planetarium 

Kamaaina rates and ample, free parking available. 
Admission fees include guided tours, live 
demonstrations, music and dance, and entrance 
to all exhibits, including the newly restored 
Hawaiian Hail and Richard T. Mamiya Science 
Adventure Center. 

Bernice Pauahi Bishop, 1887. Oil on 'canvas by 
Jennie Loop. (Bishop Museum Art Collection) 

http://www.bishopmuseum.org


Ready for an adventure, young Kamehameha 
students and alumni head out for the Line Islands 

aboard the U.S.C.G. Cutter Itasca, January 1936. 25 
expeditions ferried these young men to Howland, 

Baker, and Jarvis Islands, and later Canton and En-
derbury. Back, from left: Luther Waiwaiole, Henry 

Ohumukini, William Yomes, Solomon Kalama, 
James Carroll. Front, from left: Henry Mahikoa, 
Alexander Kahapea, George Kahanu, Joseph Kim. 

"My folkf ^ad *o idea *okere I uu2S 30/1^. | r+yfetf d/d* t k*ouo vokeire I v^a/ ^o/p^ ... They told k/e kave a 
project vokicl* if of top fecunty a*d if you ououLd tike to joi* uf, ^e ^ould be bdppy to Mave yo^. kJe ca* t tell 

you about it up> tit you get there.' 
Abraham P/ia^aia, Honolulu Ma^az/*e, Vol. XX///, 1W JANUARY 
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Four colonists were left on each island. If they had envisioned lush 

tropical islands, they were sadly mistaken, for these were flat, barren 
islands, barely 20 feet above sea level and less than two miles wide. 

A big wave could wash over the entire island. Colonists Charles Ahia, 
Edward Young, Bak Sung Victor B. S. Kim, and Joseph Kim wave 

goodbye to the U.S.C.G. Cutter William K. Duane as it departs from 
Jarvis Island, January 19, 1937. 

"Once you cjef there, you uoish you never 30t there. Yo^re on this island joSt ail by yourself. Nothing there at 
ail, juSt bird;, millions a*d millions of birds. But if you re the type to ^ant co/^pa*y or you need a girlfriend 

uoith you, forget it. q^ Interview, April 2, lOOl FEBRUARY 
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Baker Island colonists Theodore Akana, Gabriel Victor, Eugene Burke, and 
Ah Kin Leong, with supplies meant to last for three months, January 1937. 
The canned goods were supplementary, however, to the fresh fish, lobster, 

and squid they caught for nearly every meal. The young men became adept 
cooks, with everyone taking turns. 

"At a charter of five they retted ^itb a yeat bfj (/Ua, y*eiyl*i*y about te* to twelve pou»df. Tbe toy; cau^bt 
tvoo but a {bark got the better baLf of a t*ucb Larger o*e. bJe enjoyed the ffb ;teak very fucb a*d after {upper 
uoe retired to our te*t{. U/ilLiat* A*a bu, b/iiLiar* Toor^ey a*d I ;a*g a ;o*g;. bJe pi a* to fort« a trio a*d ;/*g a 

Littleo, -ay back bo^e..." Ja/.er Ka^kai-i, 14, WIS, Ho~la«l /rta»d MARCH 
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Each colonist was assigned a task such as keeping the daily 
log; cooking; or taking the weather readings. They recorded 
the types of clouds, rainfall, wind velocity, and eventually 
they took helium balloon readings. In later years, colonists of 
Asian descent were recruited as "aerologists," specializing in 
meteorology and radio men. For their efforts, the colonists 
earned $3.00 a day, which was considered a good wage at 
the time. 

"At vanoW f e n o c l ;  cW/*cj t b e  day, you took iWace o|/> ^ e f -a*d dry-Mb Kead/^A surface temperature/, a*d t bat 
/ort of tk/K%=). f^e fc/cj 0*e; vuere tke kadoo* read/^/ at te* o'clock i* the mor*/*3 a*d te* o'clock i* fbe eve*/^. 
Tbete uuere co*/ot/dated a*d /e*t to tbe Coa/t 6uard ftat/o* at (Va/Dpe o* Q'akuG 

Pa^t P k i l U p f ,  Or at tf//tory I n t e r v i e w ,  Pecemker I?, Z00Z 
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Between their official duties, the 
colonists had ample time to enjoy the 
islands, surfing, fishing, and picking 
sea shells - even making barbells out of 
cement blocks. Colonists Henry Ahia, 
Dan Toomey, Kenneth Bell, and Jacob 
Haili made surfboards from the shipwreck 
of the Amaranth on Jarvis Island, 1936. 
Said Kenneth Bell, "We had fun surfing in 
between the sharks." 

"fo we went down (to tke A/^axantk), we kad to /atvage tke phnkr, keavy ptankr now, about two /ncker tk/ck and about r/xteen 
incke/ w/de. And tkat war a project, k/e d/dn't kave tke late/t tool;. It war like a katcket, and ka/^ex, txy/ng to /kape tke boaxd. 
k/ell, I fell you, on Jaxv/r, we flnatty got tke /uxAoaxd; completed becau/e we atl worked togetkex in oux acco/^piirk/^ent;. And wken 
we ^/naUy got /t ^ade, wkat ka opened? Were co/^e; tke It area! k/e nevex even got a ckance to u/e tke boaxd.' 

6eoxge Kakanu, fx., Oxal Wi/toxy Interview, Maxck 27, 2002 
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Deeming the colonization project a success, the 
colonists were removed after one year. Two 
months later, President Roosevelt officially claimed 
the islands, but fears of a British challenge meant 
a harried reoccupation. Hawaiian colonists 
were quickly dispatched for a reoccupation that 
would last for six long years. William Stewart 
Markham, Kini Pea, Killarney Opiopio, James 
Kamakaiwi, and two military personnel on 
Howland in June of 1936. 

MM 

"They keep *s o*t of Cthel politicS — ^e're jwt there to oio that a*oi that's it. hie o«t later, the 

follovoiny year, vuhe* the *e\+j r*aps car>e o^t, the« <^>e see US o« //la^d... /o it r^akes ^s prooch eh. 

So uoe ^>ere a pant /t. Victor Oral History Interview, March 16 2002 
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The ocean was their icebox and their playground. 
They found lobster holes filled to the brim and 
chased schools of fish into gunny sacks. They 

gathered the tail feathers from the koa e ula (red 
tailed tropic bird) and plucked their pearly neck 

feathers, making feathered lei for loved ones back 
home, (below) Paul Yat Lum (left) and the 

boys of Baker, 1937. 

fit * ' IPF 

Altkouyk ive we the only fow people o* Jafv/V> ike J"a///*g of Did 61 ory tkif r*ornin^ gave v/ a tkrill vukick I a/*1 $we *odf 

of felt by very /^a*y people. kJe fow tfa»oa//a* I ad; ^ere pr o«d to observe Independence day. 
My 4, 1116, Jwvh IfLwd 

JULY 
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ppi GOVERNMENT 

As the project continued, the U.S. Department of 
Interior created more permanent "homes" for the 
colonists. Tents gave way to wooden rooms, and 
home-made ovens were replaced by kerosene 
stoves. In 1937, major construction of a runway 
took place on Howland Island in preparation for 
Amelia Earharts fateful arrival, but she never 
showed. Here, Harry Stewart and three Howland 
colonists construct their Government House. 

Joe (Andkdlez) a*d A lex (fahapez) hive become my da/ly yvitir pupils ind hive sho^n improvement. Mot sitisfied x^ith 

beincj only a ^itir p^pil, Joe minted to Lew* a little voice cUt^re... ifter his third Left on, Joe tho^ht he Mad improved 

very m^ch So he intended to yive vS Something like a concert. The avdience Mad *o rotten tomatoes or onions b<st Boobie 

ê f ~ere ple»tifU. ok̂ ukj„i) Howland l;U*d, Jâ ary 11, AUGUST 
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especially plentiful, they dried the extras and 
packed them in Saloon Pilot tins for their 

families back home. Howland Island, 1941. 

bredkfdtt, told w tMat Me w//MC*edJ be co^Ld /fay do^* beire for five or te* year/. He voo^ld be 

Co»te»t ^itb all tMe firbt^ be v^a*tr. Tbere Ma/ Mardly bee* a day tMat Me Ma/»'t 6/Med ok ca^Mt /<jy/d ever 
/,*ce Me ca/^e Me^e. Ho^ever^ Me co*te*d/ tMat \*JitM all tMe AfM u^e Mave Me^e, tM// place // *o co/^paK/Zo* to 
Ki^isikae o, the Ko»a coast of Ha^ai'i. Mo„day, W M, wfe Afce Piia.aia 

The colonists caught lobster, squid, and fresh 
fish, such as aholehole, mullet, and ulua, for the 
vast majority of their meals. When the fish were 



Of the more than 130 young men who lived on these 
islands, there were over a dozen sets of brothers. Says 
Paul Phillips, "Big brother has joined. Why can't I do 
it?" Sam Kahalewai was on Howland when he learned 
his older brother, Carl, had died of appendicitis en 
route to Honolulu from Jarvis. Many of the colonists 
were cousins, classmates, or friends, but in the end, 
all of the colonists became part of a larger family. In 
1939, former colonists created an organization called 
"Hui Panala'au," which meant "group of colonists." 
Mannie "Woody" Phillips and brother Paul Phillips 
with Snoopy, on Jarvis Island, August 1941. 

f\t 3:30 f>r> tbe cerer*o*y of dedication ^af keld at Jarvh L/gkt, in ner«ory of Cad Kabale^a'i... 3dKakale^a/, 

CarCf brothel) Cvi tbe co^d; onveitincj tbe tablet,...Henry Mede/fo; placed a ^reatb of yeen y0Uysd~ronner a*d 

yellow voile) il'ira flower? of Jarvif over the pla^e a*d all the Hawaiian toy; led by Ja^e; Kinney ;a*3 a to*y of 

farewell "Ma/ Poina Oe la^\ blending into "Alota Oe.' . ol . . ... . L _ 
R/ctafd Black, Jarvif J;la*d, December 11, 113# OCTOBER 



Humor and laughter were critical to the success of each 
of these island "tours." The camaraderie among the colo­
nists sustained them through the long months of isolation 
- through injuries and storms, rats and shark infested waters. 
Says Victor B.S. Kim, a radio operator for Jarvis in 1937, "We all 
got together and we all got good feeling to each other. No hard 
feeling at all." Bearded and tanned colonists returning from a 
successful occupation, March 1936. 

Charlie almost died fror* la^hter this afternoon ^>hen he ^as yiven the pleasure of c^ttiny -fUe hair of a oloof 
k»ob, /aid door k*ob beiny U/^ / bead, kfter Cutting a relay of nicks and various yrotetye shapes, and not 

counting tir>e ovts to <$ain back Strength Loft fror* lavyhiny, Charlie finally finished. Not having a barber's 

license, Charlie let the hairless one HO free of charge. 
J  Sol Kalar^a, Nov. II, m&, Jarvis Island 
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On December 8, 1941, the day after 
Pearl Harbor was bombed, a fleet of 
Japanese airplanes attacked Howland 
Island, fatally wounding Dickey Whaley 
and Joe Keliihananui. The Panalaau Colo­
nization project came to an official close 
when the last of the colonists, on Jarvis and 
Enderbury, were finally rescued in February 
of 1942. Nearly 70 years have passed since 
this dramatic chapter in Hawaii's history, but 
the contributions of the Hui Panala au endure. 
Islands were claimed, airplanes crossed the 
Pacific, and the U.S. prevailed in wartime. 
Here, from left, Elvin Mattson, Dickey Whaley, 
and Joe Keliihananui enjoy the sun and surf of 
Howland, 1941. 
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'W /^ade a contribution in wkat we d/d, I feel it in r«y own heart. I feel that wkat we d/d there had a heariny on 
ho w th'u ^ar went in the Pacific for the it J. force!... the military, t think, ^ere ahle to flan on the ham of what 

we prepared in term of weather report!. And then ultimately, I would think Pan A/*> u/ed the!e weather report! 

in their route/ to Au/tral/a CandJ Hew Zealand.1' 
George Kahan^, W., Oral Hittory Interview, March 27, 1001 DECEMBER 
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