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Generiil eport ou Activities 

and Hes11lts. 

rel1m1IW'Y 0v0nt,s pr.i.01• to deP&tUI'O of 
xp0alt1on. 

Although it had long been roalioed in 
Now Zoalend thtlt ultiflltltaly un expedition Yould 

bo required to 1nvustigato many 1S1Mds in tho 
British Pacific ~ith a vie~ to determining t.lteir 
value from an aVJ.ation viewpoint. any enthusiasm 
to~a.rc.is proceecling l.ith th.10 importunt ViOPK wat; 

confined to a rew otficlals and nothing of much 
lmportt.noe occurred until the disl),!l.tch of an 

ve1'odl'ome engineer from New 2oaland in , . . .,. 
111icn111es11 ~as authorized early in 19~-r. Ibis 
o.fficer was required to ca.ITY ou~ n oomprahensivo 
inSt)80t.1on of as many 1slMdS as po;;siblo tmd 

furnim pr>olimina1•y advance reports of hia im-

pressions of their goneral value for avia.tion 
p:.irposos. 'l'nis advl).!lce information has since 

pr•ovod to be ln general ver;t acci:rrate and s. rr.ost, 

v&luabla aid to U1e , ol"k now in hand. 

On the return of this offlcer to r,ev1 

oa.la.nd steps iara taken to allocat .. , tent.a.ti voly, 
cerWn stoff end propare, in advance • .:>rganiza-

tion 
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t1on and oquipnent inst U1 time v.hen this 

1,ork would h ve to be unucrt.tlkan 1n the l1opo end 

anticipation U:w.t His ajosty' Government in tJ10 

United ingdom wo~ld ent.ril8t ealand with the 

work. Unfortunately ban tbo recent decision 

to proceed 1th this uork wss arrived at tho 
preporationa lui.d not re ched the stage ~here 
expenditure had boon auU1orizad by re ealand 
:fOT' th purchase 9 for oxan le, or such an impor-
t.ant 1 tem Of equi ent OB a survey ood depot sh1 . 

Hov,aver oxpendi tu e for 'Paclfi.o Isl8lld urvoys" 
had boon authorized by Po.rliarr.ent in ti.o p lo-
rnanta.ry l stirnat s of 1938 un~ar the vota iten 
"1:ro.nLooanco of J\et>odromea nod Sorvicos." 

S. hen a decision by Uie Hollie Govc.rr nt 

ns ms.de tbat portion or tl1esc :ruruwr 1nvcst.1gti.-

tions were to be proceoded 1th as an ei..ergency 

meu~uro, the tlme availeblo did not pormit of a 
complatoly monned and oqulpp d expr-Jd1t1on boitig 

orgnn1zed nnd in oonso uenco tho results ach1ovod 
are not as complete 68 ould olhorv.i"e h&vo boen 

tho ca.so. Ho ever sufflcient. in.formation hSa 

bem obta1ne4 1n those iolan e ~if::1teo to ennblc 
dec1s1on as to their value to b rTivod t, as 

,ell 8S so mon.suro to gllUgGd of U1e tBBK to 
fit thOSO OOlC::ct.ed tlS suit.ablo. 

4. noscription or Expedition's It1nor8r'Y. 

o xpodition as composocl or the follov.lng 
personnel:-
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as di et:baJ'kod and sent forward by tho 0118.rt.t-red 

vessel .. v. "Y uawa1 sailing tran uva on 
tho r¼th i ovembor. 
parcy sailed from 

Tho ror:uunin, mercbol"s of th 

uva for Cbr1 os IslMCI vla 

null Islood (jn the 7tl1 November in E ... 

"Loonder. 11 

7. Hull Islruid as reacllCid on U10 1st 

l,ovcmber eostarn tl .e. where one urvcyor> nnd one 

Fijian boy t·ara di$OGlbat~,(t d and opvo1•tunlcy ias 

of'fordod during tho eight hours stay fo' n brief 
inspection to be made, the 0 Loa.ncler" sailing for 

Chr1.stmas Island tho saJOO ~. 

8. Oh:ristr.:as I sl&na as re acned on Ula 

24t.i."1 Noven:bor c&ator-11 tirne, v.ho.re the lender· of 

t1e expedition, the Alr klnistry official, ono 
F1J1 Erigineer, nd throe native Fljla.n boys 
wore dlso ,b&.rkod. D ring t.t'lo 11Leander•s•• three 

dDy s~ owortuni ty was takon or usi naval 

porsonnel t.o asaiot \\itn I.anding of st.ores and 
ot.hor J)t'Ol 1n!'1oacy ~o k, the " ... eBnder" sru.llJ'Jg for 

Suva Vi Fannin:z &1il Gardner Islands at 5 p. m. 

on the 26th Nove• bcr. oan'1illllo the Yanov.n111 

having so.1.lAd from Suva on U10 24UJ Novembo1• 

arrived at Gardner Isltmd in tho lioenix Or'oup en 
the SOth ovembeJ> at. 6 . . • hare tho 1•t,oooder11 

as oontactod on thG 1st ocomoor mid u a do or 
t.be uval personnel tor landing ab< Ruropean 

oftlcors and cen ~1th U10ir stores and e~uipment. 
9. Mr. J.I.. Henderson owing to the ro-

currence 



curronce or an ailment following on an 6CC1dent 
in th surf at naoul Island ropor•ted sic.< end 1t1s 

eva.oue.t.od by the Les.nderr. to Suva. snd thonoo to 
Now .ealand by the "Aor-angi. 11 N1•. Lee from this 

date took over as Second in Ch go or the expodi-
ticn and n.f•sumed coUl11'.bnd of the .ar·dncr vnd hull 

parties. 
10. ho n,...eMdOI' 11 fJailed the $MS day tor 

Suva, the 11Ysna.wa1' leaVine for hull ... s18Jld on 

the Gtb ecornber at i1. 50 a. m. a1•r1 vin , at 
Ht 11 Island at lJ. a, rr. on ttie 7th Docel'iib~l.", tho 

1Ylltla.wa.1", afto:r dlr;cosrging: equipment. M.u 

oxploslves, sailed for ,..!wist.mos Island on tho 

8th December et 5 p.m., wher·e she arrivau on l,ha 

16th December at. 8 p. m. Af'ter arrival tt,e 

equipll'.cnt-at1cl ere or the '''liill8:\\a.i 11 1'tere nreoood 

into sorvico until the <.!5th DGccmber \HJen the 

ViO!'k being sufficlently fa advanced tllO 

o:tficers end t.wo Fijian bo,Ya "ere embarked ano 
t 10 exp.. ditlon left .. or Farming Island at 5 p.m. 

One :1.,t.ll 0,116an o:f't'ic(jr 6IlU one Fijian boy .E<na two 
Fijioo mombers or tbe era i'i1;ro left be1-lnd to 
complete the investigation.~. n even L!lving a 
boa.ring on the eporturo of tua snip prior to tl1e 

completion of the work ~as the ncoess1ty of obt.al.n-
ing surgical aid tor tlle wife or aChristmes 
Island labourer. a Tahltien ~oman. aufforing from 
aoute sepsis. Thl!:i \1 01 in "as r-ustied to Fenning 

l sland r.rid of'tor a minor-s1np1.1t.at1on evontu~ly 

rn&do 
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mado a corn leto recovery. 
11. annlng Island v.ss reached on the 20th 

December ero the expedition was ongagea on 
lnvestigatlons untJ.l the 4th J8Iluory v.hon the 
0 Y~ r.a\\ru. 11 led !'or Chris treas Island at 1 p. . 

Dur lng the ntcy t, arming Island one of the 
Fiji n ere develop d influenza in 6ll acute 

form, this a.fteMards loading to compl1oat1ona to 
'Which bo ev1.:ntue.ll sucow::beci, and 1ic.h also 

affected t:.hc eXpedit1on1a it1ner&ry. 
12. 110 Dt soa on tho nigllt uio 4t.l1-

6tl'l January orllel"s were received fl"oi r,e .. oaiand 

to proceed t.o a8!..1lngton Island, ~111cli as r ached 
at 5. 50 p. m. on tilE« 5th Jonu!il'y. 

15. Fro U1e 5th to the eu1 Jooufll'y v.ork 

proceaaod at. ashlngton Island, the expod1t.1on 

sallinp; from t.hls 1r;lD-nd for Fa.rmln8 Island at 
5 p. 111. on Ula 8tll Jtu1uary to ob w1n r.Jadical 

att.entJ.on tor t.he Fijian pa.tiont. ,hose cona1tlon 
,.as nu OD.US1ng sor1ous al 1... On arrival nt 

F'anning sland on the ~tb JwitreJ•.V the case was 

diagnoso<.1 ns pneumonic influenza, tbo p t1Gnt 
landed into lSOl tiou hospital, encl tJ1e cilit> 

placed lo quar•ant1ne until ti.la 2..nd Janusry. The 

qu~ rant1no per•iod noving expirod tile ship ns 

passed by tlJO doctor snd sailed for Ohr1E:lma8 

Island ot 5 p .. 
14. Christr..e.s Islc.nd ,as rooobed at 5 . . 

on thP. 24th Januruty .here the part)' lat't b hind 

v.ns embal"Ked e.n/1 th. lp departed for Gardnor 

lslend 
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Island at. 8 p.m. the o&o ctey, 1.rr1v1ng at tbe 

latte~ place at 6 s.m. on the 30th Jenu ry. 
15. 'l'ne remainln.g \,or'k i :t Garoner lslmd 

wuo ccmplot.od ao soon as po sible Md tJ1e 

expedi t....on s iled :for• ull Island at 12 noon 

on the 5th Februrui ( . ,.,. T.). t. Gardner IslM<1 

n ancnorage of SOT'ts was :fowid about vn1:1 mile 

suutl1 of t, ,o r•ockof Lha 1101 ty of liorwicu. n 

Tluh ,.as u::-, d tnrour-nout the stay ruid a buoy 

roarki.ng the spot loft, f'or srzy visit.or to the 

island 1n the near future. 
lG. Hull lsls.nd ias raucneu t.1t 4. SO p. 1,,. 

on t.b.e 6th FebruaT\Y where a. similar procedure 

reg6.!'d1ng the complot.ion of ~or-,.. to Vihac. }i,t.i.d been 

follo\l ea ut <..:ardner lsle.ncl \\e.B aao,ted. t\ll 
expedition equipn:ent and porsonnol was erobarked 

1nol ldi?Jg U,e party origlneJ.ly .left b;y H. · • Uo 

111,eande:r, 1 tba ship dor,artin; !'or Nukunono on 

the 1,.tl.1 Fabruo.Py at s p.ll.. and arrlving thor·e at 

6. 50 a. m. on the 14tJ:l FebruB.l'y. Only 54 hours 

vare spent at Nukunono, Uie ship sailing for 

Apia ~t q.50 p.m. on toe 15t..b Feoruary ~nd comlng 

to anchor in Apia Harbour a.t 9 i .1 ,. on Ule 17th. 

All day as spent in connection v.ith surveys in 

hand by a New ~ealMd pi,J'ty in Moa, tne expedi-

tion sailing for .... uva at 5 r,. m. Suva was raached 
st " a.m. on tha Zird February. 

17. 
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17. i ores~ions of~ sults of Jnvestiga-
tions. 

{a.) FI•om a. pe .. •uaal of 11 corrosponctonca 

availabln loc1aing up to tho o1 patch of the 
,.Jrosent oxpoditicin it, v1oula appC::O..T' aouotful if 

vnyona cormactcd :i.. th tho 81.lthurising of lnvest,1-

g~tions visualised cloerly tl1e tecnn.icvl and 
googra.:i>hicsl fectors rw.Ving a boarill8 on the 
11ltlmate adopt.ion of' e.ny partic 1lar 1•oute, em, 
the:refore, Lhc 1•0 . .1lhs wlu oh, from the tecnnlcal 
viewpoint., aiu tnost likely to be t1Jo1,1ted and to 

require cloaa lnvestigtit.ion. Thero v.ould also 
appear to ne.vo beon a cor>ta1n meanure of confusion 
betv:een. milital"y, commeT>Cisl Etnd pollt.ical 
ob,ject1vo which, if continued, is not likely to 

p~oduoe tile most. desireblo results teohnioru.13 
in i one of t,hose directions. This obse1•vat1on 

is no.de v.i th u.11 aue deforenca to th many emi-
nent and senlor officers who have no doubt given 
time ood tl1owti1t to the matter, and ia l.tlBde 
merely to araw aLtcntion to t..~e feet I.hat in tue 
adoption of ,my route across aucn a vast expense 
3S Lhe Pacific Ocean, wnero different obJcctivss 

rn y exist nt oithor extremity and whoro eaveral 
ront.os or combination of routes nwy exist bat\$oen 

the extrom1 tloa ohosan or considered r.s probable 
likely t.ominal }>Oints, it ia 1mp0I'tant from t.110 

economlc noint. or v-lev. thnt cllll'in 1n1tial 
investigations conmerc1al oonr1derat1ons sbould 



( • 

be clbctrly visualised part fro political anCI 
mil 1 wry ones. 

(b) ticceptin ,. ex omatic the statement 
th t thin the 111. ts of present teohn1co.l 
kno lodge no trll!ls- ac1fi c air aorvlce can be 
contempl ted in the near fut.ure that doos n t 
use IIawD.11 a.s a stopping st.ono11 it next becor.10 

vbVious that no matter . 1at .routo is folloYied 

to ards str 11a and &'n zealand the next ln-

oscapabla "stepping at.one" 1s soi ,o lsle.nd. in t e 
Line Gl"oup. Of these isla.nc1s the Unl t.ed States 

or mer1c~ hD.B tried ingnum eef and as the 
advantages of t is p!eoo. not, 1 tho tancling 1 ts 

ideel oo raphlcal sitootion, aro ev!uently not 
\\hat ias ant.1c11)8,t d, 1s nov-. turning t1.ttention 

to Palmyr•e. Island. 'Illa three Brl tlsh lBlbnds 

ore s1til tod Jeogl"uphlcaLly in rela.t1on to any 

air .ro:..to t..o t o South acific in ordor of volue 
ashlngton, •aru11n • O T'lstrnas; but untortunat.oly 

tne LI' va1uo tochnloally ls in tho roverse ordor. 
,asl11ngL011 10 of 11ttlo use tor- ol Ll1er ltilld or 

mtirine ircraft, Fcum1ng ls suit.able as an s.light.-
1ng are"" fo :flying- oats cnly d 1s not sul t-
able rm~ lru1Cl pl,: IJ.os either in so fnr as th type 

of aeFllaromc t.nst. ct.n be const.ruct.od to suit 

locsl "Vrlnds or in cost. or :prooucing suoo Gll!eracncy 

l nding field. 

1 . Cl'lr 1st ,_ s ls lend vJ11le 11avlng lr,rgo 

areas of water i1u.s in general a ell 110~. and bndly 

obstruct.E:d 
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obstl•uctcd la.soon hicb, neverUlelcss, does 
ivo ve-cy 1ndica.t1on or prov! ing suitable 

soa aero trorro • t n,,t unroaoonable o:>,pt nsc. 

c11 ulto1•n t vcP tc ... a cue d)ly const.ructod lnnd 

oradro o aro v 1 ble whllo t.ho natul' l ort. 

fncll1t.ios, c111 to, n"'tur l resouI'cas nnd ize 
of tllo 1 l ,nd pilt it t l' ahend of ,my oth r 

island ~n the Crou. It is therefore strosred 
th t, in tho 1ne roup Chr':J. trn s IRl,';lld in, :t'ron 

U.e aviation viev~oir1t, th oy 1 1 d I.Uld evc1•y 

prec t1on should oo tru<en to prrserve its 

Goverelgnty. 

bile bot lllgoou nr-eo.s at F nning and 
br1strnru:; Isl • s l o.ve wen al\<ed o .... t and Luoyt:d 

no suvvcy f' l1 ht can J uu 1CH•token 1 tnout. a. 

com.vewnt aviation officer bo1f18 Gtat onod tboro 
ano cert.ul.n u. thar \Oh, carried uut pr10T" to 

auoh a f'li 1 • 

{c) C ng 80 it, :from UlG Lino GI WP the 

geog1:epl11ca.l im 101·tt nee of U10 variou is.t .nds is 

r:ot. t:,o cli.11,rly defined tnd dopoude on Ule t.er,n1nal 

objuctiv a aim d t.. lf hew • ealand is t.110 

chcsor, "1·.n1nal tJ1en t cbnicall.Y ihe islen s for 
inv~ stJ.g&t..ion in or·aor of gllo 1•aph1oal 1mpor•te.nce 
are ss follOYis: (1) D&Jger Island ood uelofa, 
(~> ;;, arr°" an I\ uelofa, w1Ul (5) kunono 

end S n:oa as r.lt rnat.ive s.11ght..ing ore6s. 
lf d~\13 1 ... U1 c oson terminal then tJJe 

most important .1.sl nds a.re Nukunono wcl Viti tiVll, 

1th the Phoenix Group as an v.ltcrnativa. 
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rr B1•iabEJJ10 or soot:, place furtLer north ls 
onosan t,110n t.no hoenix Group bacar11Ja O.L para-

mount 1mpor·t,ance. 
(d} Fr·om prosent invsst,igationa it is 

clear t.lm.t ull lsl n• in tho hO&IUX Group lw.s 

th<, mC1st. s-4itable lagoon for soapl~m<ia ,,n11e 

Gardner can only be regro-dacl as .an emergenoy 
al igt1ting aFot . For lsno a.orodromes, v,h1 la 
Hull io bu ttor· tl'..:.in Ga.ran or t nd J)!lrt.s or buth ..u-e 

~,orth reaorVin'I for sucb a purpose, neither 
is roally good. So J'ar as the Phoonix Group 

is conce1'nad Hull is the most important and 
:roally onl.1 satisfa.c t-O'I"y is lund, and is a most:. 

valur.bla pot, ntio.1 t) .. so. Garoner Island 1s on~ 
a poo1• alto:vnativo to Hull Iulond end wtdle 
vru.ua.ble tor aviation purposos 6,ll efforts should 

be concentrated oa secw•1ng th() sovereignty 

and uso of Hull 1alt1nd for ,ritir.h avic,.tion. 

(e) Nukunono htlS a moat auitablB l~1oon 
wtuch could be mado t\Vllllable i'or use irr~ en1atel_y. 

nforturui.t,ely sea transp.1x•t landing facilities 

ro very poor ud no ~uit~bla arou fo1· a l~nd 

aerodromo exists. 
(f) The island of Upolu,~cst or Api, 

_po:Jsonson a suitc.blo l~oon ¥:hllo a lend acrodromo 
site 1s at :Pt'ElSGnt, un<ioP SW'voy. 

19. Conclusion. 

I. It is rocornrr,onded that a further com-

plotol,y oquippad exp~dition be organizou and des-
patched tr001 Nt~ Zenland to oampleto these 

important 
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importe:n 1nv :-;t.1 t1orl3 a.s soon 88 possible 

U: t u.ch expGdi ti.on sno ld be oqu1pped to 

])1"0Piil'0 Ctu 1 t. as• Ftl.lltlln • l ul , HW<ununo, Apia, 

Wld V f Ot' &Ut'V n ts by !"lying b ts. 
I. t i fllr1 U1or 1 ee:c,m ondE:itl t 1.0t certoin 

equi r·nt 1ven int. A ttao ~d 11st should be 
au ,91.1.od to tJ,e ctine arnin1s t.ratl vo Offioal' 1n 

r1stmao slan os oon as 1ossiblo so that he 

ill bG o ,11 ad .md in , poAlt..ion to ,. aet the 

de ru1ds 11.kely to be r. de on h1m at vor•y short 

( Si~ned) E. A. Gillson, 

Squatl1•on-'-'eooer, 
Royal New 'e61Md A1P Force. 

28til •Obr>u, ry, 19S . 
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