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SHOOTING 
AT ISLANDS 
A DE DL y G ME OF HIT A D R 

Immediately following the attack on Pearl Harbor - which tied 
up mo t of the Imperial avy' newe t I-boats - third- tring ubma-
rine R0-13, R0-64 and R0-68 u ed their 8cm gun to hoot up 
"enemy flying-boat in tallation " on Howland and Baker i lands 
near the equator, outh of Hawaii. 

What they actually hot at were hack manned by Hawaiian 
teenager , there becau e of a bizarre territorial di pute which had 
erupted ix year before. The helling instituted a new phase of the 
Advance Force' mi ion. 

Pan American Airline had plan to pioneer air travel acros the 
Pacific, and in 1935 came to an under tanding with the U.S. govern-
ment. It would e tablish refueling ba e on remote atoll for it hort-
legged flying boat with help from the U .. Navy. The avy agreed. 
It gave them an excu e toe tabli h hegemony over far-flung area of 
the Pacific, a concept e ential for countering u pected Japane e 
buildup in the mandated i land . 

Bill Miller, director of the Bureau of Air Commerce - a ingle 
de k within the Department of the Interior - came up with the idea 
of colonizing uninhabited atoll known a the Equatorial Line r -
land , unbla ted guano heap called Jarvi , Baker and Howland. The 
i land had been claimed by the United tale according the Guano 
Act of 1856, and had been teadily mined of bird dropping for 20 
year . The pho phate gleaned from the dropping were turned into 
explo ive . American abandoned the i land in 1877, and the Briti. h 
briefly inhabited them before they, too, left them to the ea bird . 

By the I 930 both countrie were competing for air route , and 
the Equatorial , almo t halfway between America and Au tralia, 
were once again tempting. In Hawaii, Miller prang the colonization 
idea on Albert Judd, a tru tee of Bishop Estate, a va t land-holding 
tru tin Hawaii. Judd ugge ted that boy from Kamehameha School. 
would be ideal candidate for ettler . Kamehameha School , not 
coincidentally, i an institution for native Hawaiian managed by 
Bi hop Estate. 

The Hawaiian background of the e boy made them excellent 
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pion er material, according to Judd. He pointed out that they were 
u ed to hot weath rand to Ii ing off the ea, and were di ciplined by 
year at a pri ate chool in which ROTC wa a requirement. Miller 
wa old, and the peration began in 1935. 

England got wind of the d veloping plan and ent her own 
ettler to the i land , u ing ew Zealand a a tand-in. Lieutenant 

Harold A. Meyer of the 19th lnf antry, who advi ed Miller on military 
a peel of the ettlement, made the extraordinary tep of telephoning 
Wa hington directly from Schofield Ban·ack . In a two-hour call, 
Meyer begged for wift action. 

Meyer wa placed in charge. Within the day, March 20, I 935, the 
Coa t Guard cutter Itasca wa outfitted with upplie and Hawaiian 
ettler , and raced off for the Equatorial . Lieutenant Commander 

Frank Kenner, kipper of Itasca, later recalled that the little cutter 
never made better peed. 

The Hawaiian had no clue as to their de tination, nor did the 
dozen or o oldier who accompanied them. They had been told 
imply that it wa a ecurity matter. De pite a care when the hip 
potted another ve el, and a brief top at Palmyra atoll to dig up 
ome palm tree for tran planting, the Hawaiian and the oldier 

managed to rai e the American flag fir t on the conte ted atoll . 
Every ix month or o thereafter, depending on the availability 

of Itasca, four boy were depo ited on each of the three i land . By 
the time of the Pearl Harb r attack, ome 135 had participated in the 
ettlement. 

"When we were invited to participate, there wa a rush of 
applicants," recalled Abraham Piianaia, one of the fir t recruited. 
'They only wanted graduate , and for boy right out of high chool, at 
the height of the Depre ion, the 3 a day they paid wa good 
money." It was more than the oldier made, who were rotated off the 
i land after a few month , leaving the boy alone. 

At fir t the Hawaiian lived in pup tent , eventually graduating to 
wooden hack dubbed "Government Hou e ," which were open on 
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Coast Guard 250-
foot cutter Itasca 
during the 1930s. 
This ship became 
famous in 1937 as 
Amelia Earhart's last 
radio contact. 



On the beach at 
Jarvis Island, a group 
of Hawaiian students 
wave goodbye to the 
supply ship. For the 

next six months or 
longer, the teenagers 

were on their own. 

the ide to let the cool night breeze blow through. All fre h water had 
to be brought to the i land . The SO-gallon water drum were too 
heavy to boat to the hore, o each was dumped over the ide of the 
upply ship and allowed to drift ashore. If the drums landed on the 

wrong ide of the i land, the boys walked across the i land to get a 
drink. Whenever it rained, open container on the i land were et out. 

Jarvis Island, nearly 1,000 miles ea t of Baker and Howland, had 
a gho t town still tanding, testimony to American and Briti h guano 
mjner of the previous century. A 25-foot-high ign till read "The 
Pacific Phosphate Company of London and Melbourne." On the 
beach was the wreck of the barkentine Amaranth, which provided 
lumber for furniture, hack and surfboard . 

The settlers' main ta ks were logging hourly weather reports, 
clearing land for a runway and ervicing a small lighthou e. They 
also collected wildlife ample for the Bishop Mu eum of Honolulu. 
Otherwi e, it wa very much a Robin on Cru oe exi tence on the 
i lands which ro e barely a dozen feet from the ea. Re pon ibility 
for the project wa tran fen-ed to the Department of the Interior. 
Meyer' involvement wa remembered in a bilfboard- ized ign, 
which declared Baker' few building to be the town of "Meyerton."' 

In the openjng day of 1937, Howland Island wa uddenly taken 
over by avy engineer who put in a short air trip. The runway wa. 
built in anticipation of Amelia Earhart' planned 'round-the-world 
night. When Earhart cracked up her Lockheed on the nm way at Luke 
Field in Pearl Harbor, while taking off for Howland, the night was 
re cheduled for the umrner. 
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Earhart next tried to fly around the world in the oppo ite dire -
tion. On the leg between Lae and Howland, her aircraft dj appeared, 
the la t radjo ignal being picked up by Itasca, which had pau ed 
along her route to gi e bearing . Earhart and her aircraft vani hed 
de pite a ma ive avy earch. A hower and private bedroom the 
Hawaiian had built ex pre ly for Earhart went unu ed. They grieved 
for her, and built a 20-f oot and tone monument which they called 
the Amelia Earhart Lighthou e. 

Trung were quiet for the next few year , man-ed only by the 
death of a coloni tin 1938 of peritoniti brought on by appendiciti . 
Coast Guard cutter Taney traveled 1,310 mile at full peed to ave 
the boy, but arrived too late. 

Canton and Enderbury i land were added to the program the 
ame year, and were the ubject of an exchange of note between the 

Unjted State and Great Britain in 1939, the up hot being an agree-
ment to joint admini tration for at lea t 50 year , after which the 
agreement could be extended indefinitely. Each government was to 
be repre ented by an official, and the i land were to be available for 
communication and airports for international aviation - but only of 
American or Briti h-empire airlines. 

Similar circum tances prevailed at Chri tma I land, under ad-
mirustration of Briti h lligh Commi ioner of the Pacific, headquar-
tered in Suva. America claimed a eaplane ba e there, a both coun-
trie claimed sovereignty ba ed on occupancy. Britain, however, 
controlled the i land from the end of World War I to 1941. Johnston 
I land, actually a tring of i lets that were technically part of the 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier, was under sole juri diction of the United 
State . All the i land were prized olely for their location. 

The Kamehameha tudents erviced the i land ' meager facili-
tie , and pent the re t of their days fishing and working on their tan . 
"Lob terevery day, which we ate raw," said Piianaia. "And the i land 
had these big rat , which ate the pili gra . Vegetarians. We used to 
catch them and roa t them for red meat. They were delicious! 
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Itasca approaches 
Baker Island. The 
small size of the atoll 
is apparent. 



Given driftwood, a 
crab net and a 

softball, basketball 
could be played on 

Baker Island. 

"We were paid our alary in a lump um when we went back to 
Honolulu, and it wa quite a bit of money. We let our hair and beard 
grow long, it made u feel like explorer . But a oon a we went 
home, we hit the barber hop." 

At night, the bowl of univer e blazed above the i olated atoll . 
Falling tar were o bright they'd ca ta hadow. One night, 
the water roiled with hundred of porpoi e , a pod that 
eemed to tretch to the horizon. Some evening were re-
erved for gho t torie , punctuated by the ound of bird 

crying eerily in the night. 
There wa magic there. Piianaia went back for a econd 

tour, and one morning melled omething in the wind. 
"What i that?" he aid, and the boy tood around 

niffing. "Smell like teriyaki!" joked one, but to Piianaia it 
did mell like Japane e cooking. Soon they aw a gray 
war hip pull up along ide the i land - Piianaia de cribes it 
as looking like a cro s between a destroyer and a freighter, 
probably a eaplane tender - with the flag of Japan on her 
stem. The hip put over a launch, which began pulling for 
hore. The boy decided that the hip couldn't ee the Gov-

ernment Hou e too well, o they ran up a pole with a large 
American flag on it. Immediately, the launch turned around 
and went back to the ship, and the Imperial avy hastily 
departed the Equatorials. 

The Japane e didn't forget about the strategic i lands. In 
December 1941, the boys on Baker were Walter Burke, 
Blue Makua, Jame Coyle and Jame Pea e. On Howland. 

the colonists were Richard Whaley, Joe Keliihahanui, Thomas 
Bederman and Elvin Matson. By then, too far out of flying route , 
Jarvis wa de erted. 

On the morning of the 8th, Burke went outside to raise the 
American flag and aw the RO-boat just off hore, ungainly in the 
water. The submarine fired a round and ripped off the top of the 
Government Hou e. Burke dashed in ide and told the dazed coloni t 
that they'd "better keedaddle out of there." The four ran across the 
island in record time, and ought helter by digging foxhole . Burke 
ordered the other to di per e acros the island, o that a lucky hell 
wouldn't get them all. The RO-boat walked hell aero the i land, 
methodically demoli hing the building and other facilitie , including 
the Earhart light talion. 

That night, the boy went back to survey the wreckage. Piece of 
tin were scattered from the Government House roof, which they used 
a sun hade the next day. At noon, a four-engined H6K "Mavis" 
flying boat pa ed over the i land, and let go a alvo of bombs. 

The boys piled bru h atop their foxholes for camouflage. The 
bomber came back nearly every day from it ba e in the Marianas or 
Mar hall , gutting the atoll with high explosive. Not much of the food 
wa aved, and rat got into the rest, but there wa a little coffee, and 
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palolo lea e to chew on, and the ocean provided fi h and quid. The 
flag which never got rai ed on the morning of Dec. 8 wa wrapped in 
a gunny ack and buried, marked by a cairn of tone . 

The boy ettled in to wait, cut off from the re t of the world. 
Chri tma dinner wa lob ter under a full moon and carol into the 
dawn. They kept a low profile, going to gr und whene er a Japane e 
ubmarine or de troyer came by. After week of bombing, they 

expected th Japane e to land any moment. 
Clo er to Pearl Harbor, at a few minute before 7 p.m. on the 

night of Dec. 15, ubmarine urfaced near Kahului, Maui, and John-
ton I land. The ubmarine near Kahului, probably/-/, fired 10 shell 

at the town before running for the ea. Two fell into the harbor, and 
three hit the cannery of the Maui Pineapple Company, racking up 
700 in damage. Panicky residents grabbed their valuable and started 

to flee the town, but were eventually per uaded to return by Maui 
police and Boy Scout . 

At Johnston, the attackers were 1-16 and /-22, topping off on 
their pas age to Kwajalein. The two ubmarine approached the tiny, 
flat i land in cloudy weather and were urprised when it appeared less 
than 1,000 yard away. 

U ing the deck gun of a submarine wa a difficult proposition 
and rarely done except in ideal circum tance . The couple of minute 
it took to urface and prepare the gun leave the ubmarine wallowing 
defensele s, and the rangefinder were portable and therefore not 
very accurate. The u ual way of hitting a target wa to bracket it with 
shells. The chance of successfully using a manually loaded deck gun 
during the moil of battle were slim. The gunnery officer on board 
tended to be the mo t junior. 

Japane e ubmarine carried about 20 round of deck gun ammu-
nition stored in waterproof locker in the deck. If the ubmarine 
intended to fire more rounds than tho e, additional ammunition was 
hauled up from the magazine on a hoi t. Thi arrangement was slow 
and awkward, and had the disadvantage of requiring a hatch to be 
opened on deck that could not be ealed from the in ide. The combi-
nation of a crash dive and an improperly ealed ammunition hoist 
could result in water ca cading into the I-boat. 

The guns were virtually u ele again t attacking aircraft. Japa-
nese submarine were not equipped with ranging radar, not even by 
war's end, and the only ubmarine that fired back at aircraft were 
those that couldn't dive out of harm's way. 

ln circum tance where the ubmarine could creep toward the 
target un een and on the urface - or where no return fire was 
expected-the deck gun could be u ed to good re ult, a the 4.7-inch 
round packed a wallop. The targets of opportunity were eacoa t by 
night, or undefended hipping. Both tended to become scarce after 
the first few months of war. 

Against shore targets, ranges were calculated by estimating the 
distance from the submarine' pre urned location on a eacoa t map. 
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Blazing away on the 
gun deck of an 

I-boat. Although this 
is a posed picture for 

propaganda 
purposes, the size of 

the large gun is 
noteworthy. 

Where the fir t round landed wa a matter of great curio ity to gun 
crewmen, who were literally taking a shot in the dark. 

'It wa quite u ele to aim for a mall target, and th u ual 
practice wa to pla ter a particular area with the idea of frightening 
the populace" Torpedo Officer Mochit ura Ha himoto wrote later. 
He al o explained that hore bombardments were unpopular with 
ubmarine kipper , who worried about counterattack again t their 

fragile craft. 
1-16 got lo ta he approached John ton, leaving the attack to/-

22. Both ubmarine were unaware Navy tran port William Ward 
Burrow had arrived early that afterno n with barge PAB-7 in tow. 
The tran port had slowly teamed from the now-dangerou ocean 
near Wake I land and while trying to enter the calm water of the 
atoll, the tow bridle nagged a coral head. It wa late afternoon before 
the tran port unloaded the barge and 77 civilian contractor on 
John ton. The re t of the cargo would have to wait until the next day .. 

The civilian worker were ordered to remain on John ton until a 
runway, bombproof helter , ewage and altwater line and a num-
ber of other amenitie were completed. 

Captain Ro A. Dierdorff anchored William Ward Burrows 
over the hallow coral helf outh of John ton, rea oning the hip wa 
afer there from ubmarine attack than crui ing the blue water be-

yond the lagoon. The coral head that cau ed problem earlier that 
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day were well-known, and con idered enough to care off any ub-
marine . Even so, a full ubmarine lookout wa po ted, the bridge 
fully manned and the engineering department told not to get too far 
from their engine . ati fied, Dierdorff went down to dinner. 

On th i land, the newly emplaced American gun banerie ob-
rved fla he winking on the northern horizon, as did a radio triker 

trolling toward the radio hack. He ran into the hack and informed 
the upervi or of the my teriou fla he , and they both peered n rth-
ward. Thr ugh a mall quail ob curing the di lance in that direction, 
th fla he were timed at 20 econd apart. Behind them, the uth 
wa clear and William Ward Burrows tood out in relief, etched by 
th etting un again t the darkening ky. 

At 6: 10 p.m., dinner on the tran p rt wa interrupted by a 
General Quarter alarm - officer of the deck En ign J.A. Pater on 
al o aw the fla he , correctly d ducing they were muzzle bla . 
Moment later, hell began triking the atoll. A the officer ru hed 
out on deck, they aw hell hit "laddering up and down th i land." 
Over hoot and ricochets bounced into the water near them, one 
rai ing a gey er 30 yard from the tern. 

One of the fir t alvo landed near the civilian contractor 'power 
hou e, one hell making a mall hole a it pa ed through the wood-
frame building without exploding. Another bur ton a telephone pole 
outside the building and howered the area with hot hrapnel, as well 
as abruptly cutting communication between John ton and Sand I let 
to the outh. The pl inter riddled both a 1,200 gallon oil tank, etting 
it afire, and a 50,000 gallon water tank, quickly emptying it. 

Oil flame touched off the power hou e and the two civilian 
operator ran for their live . Blazing oil pread quickly behind them 
as more hell landed nearby, apparently targeted on the prominent 
water tower. One civilian leaped into a manhole be ide the road, not 
realizing the burning oil would follow him in. He climbed out 
quickly, hi hand covered in flame . 

The damage control party arrived and began to fight the fire with 
and and alt water. Two hell hredded an additional power build-

ing, and another pas ed through the me hall without exploding. 
At the naval air talion on Sand I let, the damage on John ton 

gave ob erver the impre ion the "i land seemed doomed." The oil 
fire was upwind and threatened to weep the entire i land from one 
end to the other. A wall of flame blo omed more than 50-feet tall, 
throwing the remaining building and currying people into ilhou-
ette and throwing grea y coil of black moke into the air. 

Radio reports received in Pearl Harbor, arriving on top of ac-
count of helling in Kahului, said "John ton I land ablaze!" The 
14th aval Di trict ent out a Hawaii-wide warning; Contemplated 
Japanese uprising among lap sympathizers tonight. Be especially 
alert. 

On the tran port, Captain Dierdorff conferred hurriedly with 
Lieutenant Commander E.I. McQui ton, hi executive officer, and 
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gunnery officer Lieutenant W.B. Colborn. The glare from the raging 
oil fire reflected aero the lagoon urface, punctuated blackly by 
pla hes of hrapnel. They decided that di cretion was the better part 

of valor, particularly ince they had 132 civilian till on board and 
their own guns couldn't reach the raider . The hip ran for it. 

The tran port frantically urged forward at 6:30 p.m. and then 
huddered to a top. The port anchor wa fouled in the coral and 

Dierdorff ordered the chain cut. The ship cleared the anchorage and 
headed out into deep water, where, everal mile out, Dierdorff spun 
the ship around and cut the engine . Shrouded by rain quails, he 
rode quietly for everal hour , kirting the hoal. 

The i land's 3- and 5-inch guns fired everal shells in the direc-
tion of the faraway muzzle fla hes. Nothing could be made out in the 
misting rain and oil smoke, and the fla he topped a oon as the 
i land began firing back. 

Perhap becau e of the extravagant damage on John ton, observ-
ers who did pick out "dim objects in their tele copes" were positive 
the attacker were capital hip , much larger than submarines. The 
battle report peculates that the attacking force was a light cruiser and 
a destroyer that turned tail at the first sign of resistance. 

The fire burned wildly for nearly an hour and was finally brought 
under control by bulldozing the blazing power house. Without com-
munication , a small boat was launched from the avy base to 
determine damage and ca ualties at John ton, and on the way back, 
kewered itself up on a coral head. The crew remained tuck there 

overnight. 
At 11:30 p.m., with communication restored, Dierdorff asked 

Johnston if further help was needed. John ton replied there were no 
erious casualties, and therefore, no pre sing reason to return. Wil-

liam Ward Burrows got under way for Pearl Harbor shortly before I 
a.m., presumably still loaded with John ton' cargo. 

The next morning, another Pacific island held by Americans was 
giving the Japanese headache . A spirited defense by American 
Marines on Wake wa exacerbated when two Imperial ubmarine 
collided while on patrol. Part of the inva ion screening force, R0-66 
accidentally rammed R0-62, commanded by Lieutenant Hideyuki 
Kurokawa. Mo t of the submarine crew were saved before R0-62 
floundered and ank. 

''That island i almost bewitched," Rear Admiral Matome Ugaki 
recorded in his diary. 

On Dec. 20, the chief of taff of the Japanese 6th Fleet ignaled. 
the 2nd Submarine Squadron that "in the event of shelling a Hawai-
ian strong point, the principal target mu t be shipping and military 
in tallations in order as far as po sible to avoid harming our own 
nationals." 

At the same time, frustrated at their lack of success in Hawaiian 
waters, the I-boats of 3rd Submarine Squadron were ordered home to 
Kwajalein, leaving behind the 2nd Squadron. 
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Three of these 3rd group submarine paused on Dec. 22 to shell 
Johnston I land again, a well as Palmyra. Apparently, their aim wa 
off, a there i no record of notable damage. /-7 l's hells ranged 
John ton, but skipper T. Kawasaki reported inconclusive results 
'because visibility was bad." 

ot mentioned wa that l-71 ceased firing a oon as the shore 
battery fired back. Third Squadron I-boat were given the reason for 
the helling attacks on the 23rd: "Progre report part IV: (2) Con-
cerning the atrocitie of the American Army, mentioned above, 
which factors have a great relation to the fate of a majority of 
Japanese on future battlefields, fir t of all, these cruel killer of 
Japane e will be thoroughly inve tigated, and you will take note of 
the above mentioned and give order for punishing quickly tho e 
involved, at a ratio of 50 to I." The "atrocities" referred to the Wake 
defense by American Marine . 

That night, 1-73 helled Johnston' Sand Islet and de troyed the 
CAA homing tower. "Knocked down a large radio tower!" skipper 
Akira Isobe noted. The pair of five-inch guns on Johnston fired 20 
round at 1-73, estimated at 7,000 yard range. 

/-75 al o shelled Palmyra and "de troyed a tructure which 
apparently (i ) a radio transmission tation." In the excitement, /-75 
ran aground but managed to get away. l-68's tum came on Christma 
Eve, when the air station was shelled from 3,000 yard di tance. Six 
rounds were fired, one of which hit U.S. Engineer Department 
Dredge Sacramento, causing minor damage. The Americans fired 
two star hell and 12 "navy common AP (armor-piercing) hells." 
No hits, and the submarine ubmerged. 

On Chri tma Day, the civilian were placed under the command 
of the island commandant "for nece ary defen e and protection 
measure in the present emergency." The next day, an order from 
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This charming 
domestic vignette -
familiar to military 
families - was taken 
on Johnston Island in 
1946 and meant to 
show off the pleasant 
living conditions 
there. Beyond the 
cottages is the 
aircraft ramp, and 
beyond that, the sea. 
There is not much 
more to Johnston. 



The harbor of 
Kahului, Maui, in 
1938. Shells fired 

from the sea burst 
around these piers. 

Pearl negated the in tant draft. The commandant of John ton wa 
ordered to retain a few civilian worker a po ible to fini h the 
runway. By the end of December, a third of the i land' 307 civilian 
were evacuated to Honolulu. 

1-74 pied on Howland I land between Dec. 23 and 25 and 
"recognized in taJlation for hip ." 

On Dec. 27, the I-boats till in Hawaiian ea were ordered, to 
carry out a reconnais ance attack on the important areas of the 
Hawaiian Islands according to the following table. 

Submarine 1-2 at Kahului Harbor. Submarine I-3, Nawiliwili 
Harbor ( Kauai I land). Submarine J-1 at Hilo. 

The time isft.Xed at twilight and night on (30) December. 
Targets for attack are ships, harbor and bay installations, and 

other military installations. 
After completion of the attack, sub I-2 and I-1 shall proceed to 

Alenuihaha Channel and 1-3 to the sea area of Kauai Island and 
petfomi observation duty. After sunset on 2 January it shall return to 
patrol area. 

On the 29th, an addendum: In the attack 011 strategic point of 31 
December, if no enemy ships are anchored at said place, all ships will 
carry it out as quickly as possible after about 2100. 

1-1 and /-2 al o were given patrol sector in the channel, /-1 
riding on the Kona ide and /-2 cruising near Kohala. 

ln the brilliant moonlight of Dec. 30, the town of Hilo, Kahului 
and awiliwili were helled within a three-hour period. Shell splashed 
hort of the Kahului pier, and others pa ed completely over the 

town, in the direction of Puunene. Army gun wildly returned fire. 
In the teacher ' cottage bordering Kauai High School, which sat 

on a bluff overlooking the awiliwili Harbor, the whi tie and explo-
ion of shells awakened I 0-year-old Ellie McCollom. Bombs! she 

thought, excited. But I don't hear any ai1pla11es. 
She ran onto the front porch of the blacked-out cottage, joined by 

her mother, grandmother and 9-year-old brother. othing wa vis-
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ible, though the hell eemed to cream by directly verhead before 
detonating up the lope. Ellie' father had died ome month before 
and her mother fretted in the darkne . Their neighbor in the cottage 
duplex, another teacher named Kata hi o e, reeled leepily out his 
front door. "Woke me up,' he complained. 

Mr . McCollom a ked ad ice, and No e ugge ted they head for 
a cave up the road. He herded the family there while the hell 
impacted. "My brother and I kipped along, excited," McCollom 
recalled. The little group crowded into the cave, and o e went back 
to leep, undi turbed by the explo ion . 

After a while, the helling ceased, and the McCollom woke up 
their leepy neighbor. The excitement was over for the night. 

At lea t 15 hell era hed into awiliwili, although damage wa 
limited to a canelield fire and 500 worth of hrapnel rip in a 
gasoline tank and a home. The next morning, Ellie McCollom saw a 
dud shell in the road next to her home. It at there like a malignant 
animal while guard men routed traffic away. The hell wa the fir t 
ign of the enemy the girl had een, and he tared at it, fascinated, 

until she was chased away by a oldier. 
Two shell fired at Hilo had better luck, one knocking a hole in a 

pier and the other tarting a fire in some hala tree by the airport. 
U.S.S. Hulbert fired one round in re pon e, and the 55th Coa t 
Artillery hot back a well. Since 1-1 's target eemed to be ome oil 
tanks, a long-delayed camouflage program wa enthu iastically re-
newed at daybreak. 

Also on the way to Kwajalein from the We t Coa t in late 
December, /-25 picked up enemy radio t:ran mi sions on the I-boat' 
direction-finder apparatu . Curious, the boat followed the signal, 
which lead them midway between John ton I land and the MarshaJls. 

The signal wa pre urned to come from an island, but upon 
approach during Jan. 8, was de cribed by the kipper as an aircraft 
carrier. Peering through-the periscope, he detailed the flight deck, 
derricks and aircraft to the bridge crew. He miled and ordered a 
pread of four torpedoes. The crew heard the explo ion and happily 

claimed an aircraft carrier. 
No other hip of any kind, Allied, Imperial or neutral, were in 

thi area. Perhap the crew of /-25 succe fully hit an atoll. 
Al o on her way to Kwajalein at this time, I-9's floatplane made 

a clandestine vi it at Pearl Harbor. 
On Jan. 19, while lying in wait for target northeast of Hawaii, 

submerged at 90 feet, 1-24 heard the sound of succe ive explosion . 
The submarine crew believed they were the target . After a time, the 
peri cope wa cautiou ly raised but nothing een. Perhaps, they 
figured, a search aircraft had jetti oned it bomb load. 

1-24 formed up with 1-18 to hell Midway Atoll. Arriving in the 
dark of night, they were forced to dive by a patrol vessel. l-24 pop-
ped back up to fix position and target, down again at unri e. In the 
morning, they ighted a merchant ve el through the peri cope. 
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Officer Mochitsura Hashimoto recalled great excitement among the 
crew at the unexpected target, though when the I-boat moved clo er 
he di covered the merchant hip wa well hielded in ide the atoll 
lagoon. 

There wa an argument at the noon meal as to whether they 
shouJd shoot at the Midway target right at the appointed time, even if 
not in the proper position, or wait until onJy the right angle wa 
achieved. Ha himoto was anxiou to get it over with - a first 
lieutenant, he was in charge of trimming operations, and would be 
working below with no inkling of what was going on topside. 

On Jan. 23, in company with 1-18, l-24 crept up on the atoll on a 
brilliantly tar-lit night. /-24 surfaced with five minute to pare, and 
so was able to jockey into position. Ha himoto began to fill buoyancy 
tanks in preparation for a pos ible crash-dive. 

The submarine started shooting at what skipper Hiroshi Hana-
busa thought was an aircraft hangar. Seven rounds were readied. By 
the fifth round, light were twinkling on shore. The gun crew con-
gratulated them elves on what they thought were secondary explo-
sions caused by their gunfire. Suddenly, l-24's bow was braced by 
shellfire. The lights on shore were muzzle flashes. Hanabusa ordered 
a crash dive, catching Hashimoto by surprise. The tanks weren't 
completely prepped, but 1-24 went down quickJy anyway. The sev-
enth round was left itting on deck, unfired. 

1-18 never got a shot off before being targeted by the shore 
batterie . Hashimoto considered the raid a complete failure, and 
complained that it wouJd have been better to wait until the anchored 
merchant had left the safety of the lagoon. The two submarines then 
ran west for four hours, submerged in case Midway sent patrol 
aircraft after them. Surfacing, they found themselve "in the teeth of a 
rising sea." 

The waves continued to grow restless. Near the Bonin Islands, 
the weather was very heavy, and waves slammed greenJy against the 
windows of l-24's bridge. Standing watch, Hashimoto got soaked, 
and was happy to be relieved by the navigation officer. The torpedo 
officer lowered himself off the bridge, ready to go below and change 
into dry clothes. 

The open hatch above Hashimoto suddenly exploded with sea 
water and broken glas ; he was knocked off the ladder. Stunned, 
Hashimoto heard voices shouting in pain. He scrambled back up the 
ladder and found skipper Hanabusa, the navigation officer and rest of· 
the bridge crew writhing on the deck, which was slippery with blood 
and sea water. 

A wave had crashed through the thick glass bridge windows, 
shattering them into razor-edged hrapnel. Hashimoto applied what 
first aid he could and cried for hP-lp. When the deck wa clear, 
Ha himoto took over the aborted watch and spent the next several 
hour alone and hivering on the damaged bridge. 

At Baker l land, a warship showed up on Jan. 28. The teenage 

SHOOTING AT ISLANDS 

coloni t hid in their foxhole and watched the gray de troyer put 
over a boat, which began pulling for shore. "Oh boy, we've had it 
now!" aid Burke. 

They saw a blonde head among the ailor and realized that the 
boat mu t be American. It wa destroyer Helm, making the da h from 
Pearl Harbor to retrieve the coloni ts. "We found tho e guy Ii ing 
like Robin on Cru oe," remembered Victor Dybdal. 

The boys threw off the bru h cover and ru hed to hore, where 
the boat halted just at reefs edge. In hi haste, Burke badly cut hi 
foot on a piece of jagged hrapnel buried in the sand. Blood poured 
out, and he wa concerned the scent 
would attract harks. The Navy officer 
in charge of the boat refu ed to row to 
the other side of the island, where the 
water were quieter. 

Makua warn back to shore and con-
vinced Burke to swim for the boat. Even 
sharks were better than the daily bomb-
ing from the Japanese Navy. 

Aboard Helm, the Hawaiians learned 
that Whaley and Keliihahanui had been 
killed by the shelling on Howland, and 
that they were buried there. Bederman 
and Matson were still in shock, their 
adventure turned tragic. 

Skipper Chester Carroll ecured from General Quarter as the 
destroyer moved away from Baker, and he came down to quiz the 
urvivors. Just as they told the lieutenant commander that a Japanese 

bomber came over every day promptly at noon, they heard the sound 
of feet running on deck, always the first sign of impending danger on 
a destroyer. Dybdal looked at his watch: noon. A he gained the deck, 
a pair of bombs bracketed the de troyer; Dybdal could see the 
"Mavis" flying boat circling around for another run. 

The aircraft made three passes, missing each time. By the third 
run, the destroyer's anti-aircraft guns were hosing the sky around it. 
The plane fled. Helm turned around and raced back to Pearl. 

By the beginning of 1942, radar was in operation on these 
isolated islands and Japanese submarines couldn't get close without 
tipping their hand. After this month of aggressive shellings, Japanese 
submarine attacks against islands thinned out. In March 1942, f-4 
attacked Cocos Island, which was attacked again by /-166 1 in January 
1943, to cover while Guadalcanal was evacuated. 1-8, along with 
cruiser Nara and a destroyer also fired on Canton Island to cover the 
Guadalcanal evacuation. 

On Aug. 31, 1942, the flying-boat ba e in Graciosa Bay in the 
Solomons was shot at by /-19 from outside the bay. There was little 
damage, so a week later /-3 entered the bay and repeated the attack, 
actually hitting some targets. 
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The "Government 
House" and weather 
hut on Baker Island. 
By the time help 
arrived from 
Honolulu, these had 
been blown away by 
the Advance Force. 

1 The number was 
changed from 1-66 in 
1942. 



Hawaiian teenagers 
Walter Burke, Blue 

Makua, James 
Coyle, James Pease, 

Thomas Bederman 
and Elvin Matson 

show their relief at 
arriving safely 

home in Honolulu. 
Classmates 

Richard Whaley and 
Joe Ke/iihahanui 

were killed during the 
Advance Force 

offensive. 

In mid-October 1942, /-7 shelled the airfield on E piritu Santo, 
and repeated the attack a few day later. Damage was claimed. 

Despite the real, though minor, damage caused by ubmarine-
based hellings, balanced again t the imaginary succe ses of the 
midget submarine at Pearl Harbor, I-boats returning from Hawaii in 
the pring of 1942 were impre ed into a new squadron, the 8th, 
compri ed of l-18, 1-20, 1-21, l-22, /-24, 1-27, 1-29 and /-30. Under 
the command of Rear Admiral I hizaki, the 8th was to train for 
"special operation " - which included midget ubmarines. But no 
such" pecial operation" for the re t of the war would equal the wide-
ranging scope of the Advance Force offen ive. 
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TORPEDO 
JUNCTION 
"0 E I S E, 0 E I JURED, A D PROCEEDI G Ho OLUL ." 

Peggy McMurtry began to haunt the Mat on office in San Fran-
ci co when Lahaina became overdue. "Where' that hip?" he 
demanded. She wa u ually told that it mu t have been diverted to 
anotherport.Oneday, hea kedaboutLahainaandwa tartledto ee 
the people behind the counter look knowingly at each other and shake 
their heads. 

"What s going on? Where is my husband' hip?" he in i ted. 
"We're not sure, actually," said the clerk. "By the way, your 

husband-wa he a good wimmer?" 
Peggy McMurtry' husband had been unk by ubmarine 1-9 on 

Dec. 11. The inking had been a stroke of good fortune for the 
Japane e - freighter Lahaina had come to them. Japane e ubma-
rines had little luck when fir t hunting in Hawaiian water . Although 
/-9,1-/0 and /-26 each ank a merchant ship during the four day after 
the attack, none were within range of Hawaii-based air patrols. The 
blockading submarine were con tantly hara sed in the ea and from 
the air and rarely got an opportunity to get off a hot. The carrier chase 
of Dec. 9 to 15 provided ome excitement, but wa fruitles , and 
resulted in the loss of 1-70. 

The 2nd and 3rd ubmarine squadrons were ordered to patrol the 
Hawaiian sea frontier until late December, ju t in ca e omething 
came up. The !st squadron /-9, 1-15, 1-17 and /-25 - and the three 
creening submarines for Kido Butai 1-19, 1-21 and 1-23 of the 2nd 

Submarine Division - were ordered to proceed to the We t Coa t, 
"charged with the duty of destroying communication and raiding 
hip . " A the ubmarines went east they hoped to pursue hip going 

to the American mainland. They either saw none, or were outrun by 
their prey. 

Added to the group were I-JO and /-26, already halfway to the 
coa t. J-26 proceeded directly to the Seattle area, off Cape Flattery. 
The re t of the group arrived in the ea area 500 mile from Seattle on 
the 16th, with no enemy observed. The submarine then disper ed, 
taking up station off We t Coa t shipping ports. 

The risk of running supplie to the about-to-be-besieged Hawai-
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CAPTURED 
2-MAN 

JAP SUB 

''N VY OFFI~ AID THERE ARE INDI TIO 

THESE SMALL SHIPS RE E TREMELY DARING 

A D WO LO RESORT TO ELF- A RJFIC TO 

CARRY OUT THEIR OBJE Tl • " 

WASHINGTON STAR, Dec.16, 1941 
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This spectacularfy incorrect newspaper graphic 
of the Peart HartJor midget submanne 

was still being d1stnbuted by 
the Associated Press m 1991, 

50 years aher the Dec. 7, 1941. attack 

"ANY W R IS WRONG - A MISTAKE OF 

THE POLffiCIANS. BUT IT W BEYOND 

THE REACH OF ANYONE TO STOP THE 

W R, SOMETHING HUMAN STRE GTH AND 

WILL COULD OT TOP. THERE WAS 0 
CHOI E B T TO FIGHT THE GOOD W R, 

HO ORABLY AND HARD." 

KAzuo S K MAKI 

The sleeve patch of a master 
torpedoman m the lmpenal 

Japanese Navy features red 
torpedoes and chrysanth1mum on 
a blue shield. This ms,gma was 

phasedoutm 1942. 


