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IN THE ORIENTAL TEMPLES 

- (COntmued trom lhe First P .. e) 
rioti m, BmUhi m upphra 
thr p1ralual d l'l"liiiou f'I~ 
mr-n in hr•nffe culturr. 
On 0 ( the mo t hrautiful 
Bu,ldhi t hrinf"• 1 havf" nf'r 
vi it.-d. 11 Jocatf"fi in thr he.art 
of the \h\.iki di trict, oir 
.. t. 

rounf:~e l~~!Wi~~"it:t •~; 
p•aked ruura of th«- trmplr 
to•« hi h ahovr the aqual 
little bomNI whirh rlu,trr 
ahont it. 1 hi i11 the . hinJrOn 
trmrlr .. cult of m,- tic ritual• 
ltm whkh f"mhracN all thf" 
d,-adrl!, drrnon • Nint and 
phlina the Hindu•. 

quamt little 1hrin,., lar,:e 
e-nnu1th for onr .. p('non to 
entt"r an,1 knttl comfortablv, 
,tan«h near thr rntnn r of 
the main trmple .. Hrn- Japan• 
e.e mothrn vlace thrir offc-r-
lnp for thf'l go,1111, and 111k the 
mptir apinu of thf' 1hrine to 
J,J tht-m .. ith a child. On 
thr lit-ft hand of the entrance 
to thf' tf'mpl tand a ~naite 
oMh k to Japane,-e 
aoJrlit'n who lo t their livr1 In 
the Japant" -Ru. ia.n war at 
the bf.~nninc of the century. 

I {ollowt"d • quiet little 
up of Japane~ wome-n 

into the trmple. At the 
tbre"hold thf'" and 
,lipped ofr thf'ir ~·z.ori,~ he--
fore walking on the hi,hly 
poli•hf'd floon. I removed 
mv o"'n 1hoe1 and 
th~m in line with the tiny 
11traw Once in•ide. 
the pun~rnt rra,rance of in• 
centfl 1-t'emrd to permeate the 
entire builclin,:. Br-fore the 
a1tar tood a hu,a:f' pewter urn. 
contplf'telv fillrd 1'·itb •"he• 
from the~ punk tidu ._hit-b 

burned ince antly to the 
,:odti. 

ln<"eDl'C-plan a large part in 
• h.in((OD mr•tidsm, em .. ,odr 
in,a:; u it doe• the. belief 1n 
the trantiience of life, ,.,-hil'h 
fore•f'r pa ~• upward the 
mokf". and ]raving on]~· burnt 

a hrt1 Mlow. The ahar itM"lf 
i• ma of ,old, which 
~littf'n m'.'- terioutlv from 
drapt"d alcove. The broad• 
luh•d lotu b]Ofl! om,, 1acred 
ran·inp;, hundred, of littl~ 
plaquN bonnrin@'. the dead, 
form a part 0£ thi11 lf'mple 

it4 my•ti<"il'm which 
place• healinit powf'r in the 
hand• of prie11t~ and rrachea 
into a co11mic univen-e for ill 
an wer to life. 

In dir«t t to the 
quiet m~l!!tici•m of thr l;;hin• 
([OD cult i• thr. < .. ••-.t-li1itic 
.. ichiren,. or !'-un Lotu• M"('t. 

I di covered thi littlf" trmple 
hiddro from thr noi ... y '-<"hool 
•trrf'l traffic by thf" thick 
foliap:e of ~H·ral andrnt ban• 
·nn trrca.. IM"t buk in a dirt 

~
0

1'~-~•;!if',,tti wf"n cated be-
fore the altar whrn I cntf'red. 
Thrir- H·Uo"' -rolw- ,.tood out 
•,:aiml the ridl.. darl. wood or 
the trmple "'•II "'hid1 were 
intriullv caned "'ith lotu1 
blo -oDU •nd pearock1. 
Fadnf[ each oth r. the men 
beat out a 11harp 11tacca10 
eompanimeot on a curiou• 
,kull drum to thr chant.A of an 
anf'ient cult foundrd by 
Indian mT" .. tica at•vrn centur• 
ielll a~o. • 

Thick. re ilient mall 
CO'ff'red the floor- anfi lidin,; 
rloon marked 1he l<"mplt" of£ 
from the room, of thf" prit"tla. 
~tandin~ in thr half darkne 
of thit little ahrint-, it et-med 
to me aa i{ the rny,,terioua, 
euipnatic pirit of Lht" 
1ubtly pervarlrd thi tf'mplf"~ 
tud .. ed away Hit ~a• Mncath 
ancient banyan trtta near the 

quiet -.ater• 0£ ... - uu an u 
1trf'am. 

Scarf'dy a blod,, aY.a~. nrar 
thf' hwy intenection of 
School and Nuuanu 1trN:Ut i• 
the ma "ive Zen Soto mi,..-ion. 
tiel buk in a "lone courtyard 
and ,iurroundrd bv a hi,:h 
brick wall. A.a I ~ntered, • 
prie t wH intonin,: prayen to 
the beat 0£ a clrum. Two 
yountt prh k.ndt nf"ar the 
irih• 0£ rice and fruit brought 
in pa:' me:nt for the pray en 
which the pri('111t repeated. 

At intuvah the chanting 
1'ould cea.te, and the P,rla 
1'ould bow low before a hu~e 

""·hich tow('red abo,·e 
them behind the altar. Then 
the prie•t would continue, 
with a qul"" tucking in of hi1 
breath, H the blue amoke of 
incf'n•e ro•e toward, the 
blackt"ned roof. 

Zrn Buddhi•m i• the l'Ult of 
intuiti,e mf'ditation, doc• 
trio(' of unwritten tradition 

• handed down by the oritrinal 
followr-r1 to the priest• of to-
day. The embodymrnt of thi• 
inward perfe:ction ia ~n in 
the srrrne £rature11 of Kwan• 
non '--•ma., the huttr ima,re: 
which dwarf, the a1tar, the 

prir ts, the "'or hippen be• 
low the templl". 

K"annon frmale 
Buddha of mere,· and com• 
pa11ion, 111it• in. a golden 
flower ,rarden of lotus blo•· 
.om111. Below her arc thirty• 
two iman• of Ir •er deitie:a, 
a1mo t bidden by the beauty 
of a thonHnd golden a,·mboh 
and cani.np:s sacred to the Zen 
reliP,on. ff,-r lol"Te-:ae fact" and 
quiet e, Cf" look down towards 
the te;,_ple room below "'·ith 
the in111crutable ea 1 m an d 
peace: of a woman who hu 
rucht"d ~irvana, and a com-
plrte in life. 

A• the ceremonv ._ ... com• 
plf'ted, the t{irlt sat down at a 
tinv table for • <'UP of tea, 
and the pric:11t ahowcd me 
quietly throutth the temple 
room1o We entered a memor-
ial chapel to the right of the 
altar, a tiny room complf'tely 
coH"r(."d on thref' @ide111 by ~old 
leaf placard". Speakin,a:: in • 
low voice, the man es-plained 
that it waa on thott board111 
that the namN of the dead 
wrre wrinrn, and it in 
thia room that Japane~ come 
to reverrnce thrir ance11ton 
and dead parent•. 

OF HONOLULU 
Pointintt to a curtained 

akove. the prieat explained 
1hr •ipiificantt or the _TOWI 
of urn•"" hich lined that inner 
room. ...Even- yrar many of 
th"'"" unu.1, wi1~a111he.a of drad, 
arf' carrird back to Japan," he 
•aid. '·Old prop1e in Hawaii 
look upon trmple H Japan. 
The, ""i"h their ube.1 It-ft in 
our room until the dav their 
h.mi1v rf:"htrn• to the land of 
thrir • birth. It i, then 
little urn or a hl"11 ia taken 
acroic11 thr H"• to Japan." 

* * * Buddhi•m. thorn of all it• 
ritualiiim and tradition, finds 
itlli purel!:t utterances in t~e 
Shirnn ~tt repre,ented m 
Honolulu bv thf' 
tt"mnl"" on Fort ,t-reet. Herc 
2000 Japane-~ and mon-· than 
100 Caucaiaiana in the city 
have found • religion in the 
•imple teac-hin,:11 o{ Prince 
Siddhattha £int of 
thf' Rl'"eat Bu<lclhaa. 

Out. ide thr temple, the 
apil"'N and 01inarf'U or Burma 
-rrpre-ent the bod ""·here 
Buddh~m ori,:inated: upon 
rnt,-rin,: the tf"'mplr, the long 
ro"'" of pew• •land aa a con• 
<'e"•ion to the ""tern ._·orld. 
and on the hi,:h altar of the 

temple ,iu the glittering 
figure of Buddha, reaplendrnt 
in an Oritmtal back~round of 
lotua blOMomg, incen..e and 
the uned aymbola of Japan-
ese Buddhi,m. 

I knew little of the tC"mple 
and ib hi11torv ""·hen I firet 
walked up the long fli~h• of 
atep1 "'hicb led into the ve•U• 
hulr .. A tall white man nf'ar-
bv offered •••i•tance. 
Speaking with • pronounced 
Engli•h accent., he info~ed 
me that he "'"·•• Kaundmva 
Shink.aku, prieat of the 
temple. 

The templr ia dh·iderl into 
two di,iF:on .. , thf" En~li,b and 
Japanr'-e •prakin~ -.rctinn11, 
Shink .. kn f"xplained. "Buddha 
to u• i• not a ~uoerhuman, but 
a t1upcrman. Hi• loffical flhil-
owphy ha appealed to thou• 
pnds of occidentals 1hrou11:h-
out the '¥te•tf'm world. who 
are look.in~ £or a rtlic-ion 

;;::nri~:-~~~::.e~~~ir own 
The En,::liah-spra\.infl: 

Buddhi!lta "'ho belonll" to this 
t(."mple arr all a part of thr 
International Buddhi111t lnwti• 

:::c, sb~:bkak:l"n;:1n~:d Pao:~: 

Cauneianl! a w,-n • 
ha"r talr-n the TtO.. 

robe. of µrir•thnod in B..,..lli, 
to diH<rmina1e the teartu., 
of Buddha ;n Enili,h 'P<oi-
ing communitie throulhow: 
the territoT'.'- Tbr tf'ID It I 

:wh~;:::!1 ~~a::~ ~t 
nolLlu . 

~;!:~lt;u~i~! !~ 
all thl" Bucldhi t r-ret1 ... 
thrr-<' are mam· little eb,_. 
""'·hich I hur Uf"'H•r he.,qtl 
""·hi<'h few Ori,.ntal11 .__ 
of. Ho"·evn. it f"Mn• lllli6, 

that thi ancl .. nt ft i_, 

ia follo"'<"d In n nh· • di. 
peopl'° in thr trrri~ ... 
that the philo~phy el -
man haw rr=u·hrd out t 
the eenturie • thrOllp 11a 
Jivra of million , to beaN.e,• 
intf'll"t'"al part of~ 
Hawaii. 

And tho""' <"tJ1·ion1 
hirlrl("n awa~ in theNG-1-. 
of flof'olulu. trcanare 
of the Orirnt. are 
1h~ tin,· hrart ""·haeh 
the rich blood of 
and reliidon into the 
of the commumtT 
them. 
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