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La.adlq: mu and 1uppUes on llowl•nd hl .. d: In d•ncereus 1urf • towline ••• uled t. llaul 

a loqboat the beach and waUlq boai, .,f,hore. 
Oceen Ja.rvt.1 lslud, Jaa. It, 1137: "GNdbye, we'll .ee you In three 

moeUH." 

SurlUJ6 in Hawffl at a,e 
17, Rkbard '1/Vlu,Jey had 
no inJw.n, of the •tr•n«e 
fate be w•• ,ooo to meet in 
the !.me I,land,. Mare 
than forty year, later and 
l.OOOmile, away, bja 
former c:ompamon, 
remember. 

Castaways honors 
- 40 years later WUb 43-slar naa from Baker lslud yn&erday al Schofield, from left: Eu,ene Bur.,e, Joe Kim. WOiiam Whaley. 

Solemon Kalama. WaJ&er Burke. 

Richard Whaley and Joe Keliihahanui were the 
forgotten ca&laway heroes of World War JI 

until yesterday. 
They have lain side by side. in a tiny cemetery 

at Schofield Barracks for nearly 40 yean. their 
deeds unsung, their names unrecorded in Hawaii 
history books. their memories dim even among 
Kamehameha School classmates. 

Yesterday they received recognition 1,000 miles 
from the barren coral atoU where they died on 
Dec. 8. l!Ml. during a Robinson Cru!Oe adventure 
that ended in war. 

Survivors of that adventure gathered around 
the graves to say a prayer and spread the 48-star 
nag that was flying when a Japanese submarine 
and a bomber blasted their lonely outposts. 

No one is better fitted to honor the names ol 
Richard Whaley and Joe Keliihahanui than their 
companions - other young men from 
Kamehameha School who were trapped under fire 
for nearly two months on their lonely Islands. 

"The bomber came over every day," said Wal• 
ter Burke of Aiea, one of the survivors. 

"We due fox holes and 11tayed under cover. 
Early in the morning and late in the evening we 
caught lobster and sqwd lo eat. It wasn't until 
Jan. 28. 1942. that the U.S.S. Helm. a destroyer, 
picked us up. 

"Richard and Joe had lo be buried on Howland 
Island where they were killed. Their bodies were 
moved to Schofield Cemetery in tl\e 19SOI. Very 
few people even know It happened. 

"When they brought us back to Hawaii, they 
kept us at Pearl Harbor for a month be.fore they 
let us go. Then they told us not to talk about It." 

The strana:e story of Richard Whaley and Joe 
Kelilhananui began in the 1930s. when Pan Amert• 
can World Airways was pioneering air travel 
acro111 the Pac=ilic. 

"There was 1reat interest in the U.S. Depart• 
ment of Interior in eatablishinc United States pog. 
session for Pacifie Islands that micht serve as air 

baan ... said Abe Ptianaia, director of Hawaiian 
Studies at the Univeralty of Hawaii, who Is also a 
1urvivor. 

"I believe the idea came out ot the then Bureau 
of Air Commerce. a single desk at Interior. The 
direc:tor was Bill Miller. His idea was to c=olonir.e 
the uninhabited Equatorial Line Islands and 
establish American possession. 

"In Hawaii, he met Bishop Estate trustee Al• 
bert Judd, who 1ugge1ted that Hawaiian boys 
from Kamehameha Schools would make good 
colonists bec=aWlt they were disciplined.•• 

The unique operation began in 1935. Some 136 
boys partiC'ipa~ until World War II put a bloody 
end to their occupation of Jarvis, Howland and 
Baker Island,. 

"In the beginning, we lived in pug tents," said 
Soloman Kalama of Kailua, one of the colonlsta. 

"There ia no fresh water on the islands. A sup-
ply 1hip brought ii in 52-gaUon drums. Uthe sea 
was too rough to bring it to the beach In boats. 
they just dumped the ban'els over the 1ide and let 
them float in. 

"You don't know how heavy a drum like that is 
until you try to roll it ac=ross a soft sand beac=h. 
There were only four of us on each Island at a 
time. 

"The drums were so heavy we didn't try to roll 
them across the Island to the camp lf they landed 
on the wronJI aide. We'd just walk across the is--
land when we needed water ... 
Eugene Bw-ke of Aiea, brother ol Walter. said 

lions~:=~~:.::~:~ ~:::iro:i:r.: 
radio. 

"There wasn't much to keep us busy," he said. 
"When I stood on top of Baker the flrat time, 20 
feet above sea level, I said to myself, 'Can I make 
it out here for six months!' The chaUence made it 
excitinl.'' 

Waller Burke was on Baker when the war broke 

out. The colonists with him, all Hawaiians. were 
Blue Makua, Jame, Coyle and James Pease. 

onR~::~ :.:::~ }!a~~li~h:~~t'i~o~;: 
Bederman and Elvin Matson. 

"The four of us on Baker lived In a wooden 
shack we called the Government House," sakt 
Burke. "There was one on each ol the islands. 

"I got up on Dec. 8 at dawn and took the nag 
outside to raise it. There WH a Japanese subma• 
rine about 100 yards off shore. I heard a 'whang· 
and a shell blasted the top off the government 
house. 

"I ran inside and told the boys we'd better 
skedaddle out ol there. I tell you, we were four 
scared Hawaiians tailing off across the island. 
Jesse Owens rouldn't have run any faster. 

·•we hid all day. ·A l>omber came over and drop-
ped some bomb&. I think it was the bomber that 
killed Joe and Ric=hard on Howland. But none of 
us really knows how it happened beuuse the 
other two boys never wan~ to talk about It. 

"That night we sneaked back lo the Govern• 
ment House. The shells had blasted everythin,:. 
But we saved some tin from the root and made 
sun shades for our fox holes. We covered the tin 
with brush so the bomber couldn't see us. 

"That bomber was based in the Marianas b· 
lands. It was a bil, fo~ngine flying boat that 
came over every day 1round noon. 

"We saved u mU<:h ol the food as we could. 
The rats had Solt.en into the sugar. There was a 
little coffee. It's easy to live off the land there. 
We had plenty of dried fish. You can pick up 
aquid apd lobster with your hand. 

"For 1reens, we picked paJolo leaves. 
"That Christmas we had lobster for dinner. We 

Hng Chri1tmas carols under the moon that night. 
I wasn't sure we'd ever get picked up and I ex• 
pee~ the Japanese to land any time. 

"When the U.S. Navy ship came, I thou,:ht it 
was Japanese and told the boy1 to stay hidden. 

The ship put a boat over and started rowing lo the 
beach. I thought. 'Oh boy, we've had 11 now' 
Then I saw blond hair and I knew they weren't 
Japanese." 

At the last minute. Burke cut his foot on a piece 
of iron, he said. He was bleeding so badly he was 
afraid of attracting sharks if he swam to lhe boat 
and the Navy orrlc=er in charge refused to row to 
quieter water. 

.. It was Blue Makua who swam back and gol 
me to swim to the boat," said Burke. 

"During the whole time we were being bombed, 
I kept the na1. Before we left the island, I buried 
it in a C\lMYHck and piled stones over it In 1943, 
I went back to Baker to help build the airstrip. 

"The first thin& I dkl was find the rock pUe and 
dig up my nag. I brought it home and have kept it 
ever since." 

Burke said he went to Howland Island with 
some ol the construction crew lo find the grave& 
of Whaley and Keliihahanui. Later, the bodies 
were taken to Schofield and reburied. 

sa::.~w~e:=iio:v;:r e::~u~:i:;~:~!ir~ 
casualties of World War II. So their friends de-
dded at a reunion last week that it WH time to 
honor the memory of their fallen comrades 

They are all in their &Os, those Kamehameha 
School boys who used to surf on redwood boards 

The party included William Whaley, brother ol 
Richard, well known as a former professional 
baseball player. The former colonisl!i presenl 
were the Burkes, Soloman Kalama and Joe Kim 

Eucene Burke spoke over the graves for the 
group: 

"At this time it 11 appropriate that we say a 
silent prayer for these two. They are with us in 
spirit. They fill our hearts with pride. They ,:ave 
theirlive1forU1.'' 

For a long time the survivors stood bestde the 
graves talking story, remembering. 

Everyone showed except Amelia 
It would have been the biuest 

party ewr held on remote How· 
land bland but the cuest of honor. 
Amelia Ewbart, never 1howed 
up. 

for their well-ltncnm 1ueat. 
"'lbere were four of us living on 

the illand in • -.den Well; call• 
ed the Governmenl Home, .. ,akl 
Jtalama. "Jt bad two rooma. a 
bedroom with four 
style bunb and a livinC room 
wt.r. - kept the radio. 

ship, wu on hand for the bil 
arrival. 

Kalama ,till 11 .. in his scrap, 
book the orders Wiued aboard the 
ship on June 2t. 1137, for Ear• 
har1'• arrival. Uniform of the day 
w11 to be white trouser,, white 
Jumper and 'fl(hite hal. Tennis 
sbonwereCll'donal-

they went out to the ltasll to 1et ~ne,. 
"We were ealing ice cream 

when the captain •uddenly onier• 
ed the aMhor ,ailed." saws Kala• 
ma. "He uid we've gol to ao out 
and look for Amella 

Jmtead, the world's m01t la• 
fflOUI avlatrb disappeared in the 
Padflc to spawn the bl11e1t 
te-1tth and rescue operation ever 
Ulffllbled up to thet time. Two 
YoUDI men from Hawaii found. 
themaelws sbaqhailed on one ol 
theatrips. 

'"nlere WU DO wall paper, j\lll 
bare boerdl. 

"One ol the mothers sent us 
aome curtaina. We put them up in 
the wladow of the bedrnorn where 
Amelia wu 10U11 to s1eep. They 
were the first aartalna on How• , ..... 

"We alto fixed up a 1hnwer for 
btt. It w11 made out ol a U-1al· 
loa ail dnlm rabed up with a pipe 
leadinl lo a nwnber 10 tomato 
can with nail holn punrbed \n the 
bottom. That wu the shower 
head. We bwlt a wooden floor and 
hWI.I canvu allower cwtalna." 

The uew of the llaska had pre-
pared a muical review for the fa. 
mo. pilot with an oPfflUIJ[ chontl 
from "11.erry Widow.'' The lyrks 
soli11e thil: 

"Amelia, Amelia, 
"Wewaitfor)'OII. 
"Amelia, Amelia, 
"You aN! aow due. 
"Amelia our own dear Amelia, 
"Our Aye ... Veee . . . Aye 

.. Trill." 
Tbe cut included an empen,r of 

the illud, native troopa. a 11.r. 
BruweU, the new of the ahip and 
Amelia heraelf. 

"lbey 1topped all shore pan.U 
and took the boats lD. TMre ... 
no way for us to &et back to the 
island. The neat thin,: - knew, 
-wereataea. 

"We were there far several 
weeb. steamlf\C amon1 ll11e Gil• 
bert and EIJil hlancb loolunc for 
Amelia Earbart. We wantt'd IO 
aearch in the Cu"Dhnes but those 
were _., Japanne control and ........... 

Amell.a Ear•ut aDd 11rr FrN NoMu. wit.ti •ap el die 
Padfk tkat 1NIFI lk Nllle el their tut fllpt. 

Solomoll Kalama and Eusene 
Burke. former Kamehameha 
School student.a. reminisced l11t 
wee\ aboUt Earhart's mysleriolll 
dilappearalK'e and their une•· 
peded. pa.rt in the .eatt._ few her. 
hlama and BurlLe wen statioaed 
oa Howland, a taeak coral bland 
near the Equator, at colonitttS m 
J1in1: lll3'r when Earhart neared 
the end al an around-the-world 
flilM. Sbe WH to land at Howland 
after f1Yi111 from New Guinea 

The )"OUIII men helped pc-epan 
The U.S. Coall Guard Cutter 

lla1U, which served as a supply 
Kalama and Burke aid wtille 

they were waltinr; for the arrival, 

"I remember ft ran oul al pa 
and the U.SS. Colorado, a battle-
ship. had lo riw w aome Ttwy 
HJ it wu lbe bic,etl air sea 
aeatth Ln lhe Pacific up to tha,l 
time." 
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