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January 23, 1937 THE LITERARY DIGEST 7

leaving the Governorship last week that n

he planned to become a “country gentle-

June 21, 1977

MEMO INIVERSITY OF HAWAII LIBRARY
to: Renee Heyum

from: Peggy Ferris

re: four items on Jarvis Island

Enclosed in this envelope are copies of the following:

1. A manuscript by George West titled "Pioneering on Jarvis",
A very similar article by George West appeared serially in the
San Jose Mercury Herald in January, 1936.

2. An article "Pacific Dots" from the January 23, 1937, issue
of the Literary Digest.

3. An article, "State College Freshman Empire Builder for
U.S." from the San Jose Mercury Herald, January 27, 1936.

4, Portions of Page 7, the Columbia Missourian, for Friday,
February 18, 1938, including an article, "Lobster Hunting, a
Jarvis Island Custom," with pictures.

These items, all either by or about George West, were
copied by me from material given me by Winifred West, the widow
of George Nuuanu West, Sr, (May 29, 1915 - April 19, 1977). George
was a writer for the Star-Bulletin at the time of his death. He
was one of about 134 young men (mostly Kamehameha School students
or graduates) who took part in the "settlement" of Jarvis, Howland,
Baker, Canton and Enderbury islands during the period 1935-42
to help the United States assert its claims to these islands for
aviation purposes. The islands never proved as important to aviation
as expected, but today they seem to have renewed importance to
the nation, as result of the new 200-mile economic zone which
went into effect in March, 1977. For this reason I felt the material
should be in the Pacific Collection, where it could help students
and others doing research in modern history of the Pacific,
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« ¥hat an uneventful

Tour years i thousht, no athletic honors, no ~nlories, no

hope of ever going to college----=just memories. ©Sudden-
ly, I was called into the vprincipal's office and in a fow
moments news of the bigrest break L've ever had.
in that office 1 heard the foundational of a nro-
: jecct that has made the world Louth LSea Island conscious,
project which brousht befc:'e the ‘merican mind
namnes of three islands, Jarvis, Baker, and i.owland; is-
; lands which will beeco e famous airvorts in the nronosed
) California-Australia air-line,
. nt 1te 1) I was . .gliven
a description of vwhat I thought a wu scientvific ex-
nedition. I waos asked if I cared to live Tor six months on
> . . ‘ an eauitorial islend on which the sun struck ummercifully.
1t was uninhabited, scarcely above Tlat as a
a pin point on the nov, and miles awvay fro
civilization. I was to recelve pay and 1 3 'were to
assist the mature men oi the ecxped e
: i descrintion sland i rust aaait scared
me a ut unon being: tolda that the was
beine sponsored by the uLnited States Govermicnt 1 be-
: came less afraid. laturally, I agreed to go. e wore

to leave on a covernment ship and it was
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rou made this trip. our naes will ~“o down in history.
sou're coinsg to colonize and heln cstablish claim of
B P = > - - Fal -3 1715 L - v - “yn o (RS ~
three islands for the United states sovermment. ‘these

islands are goling to be famous air bases in a route that

1awv
will connect australia with California.Y

Uf coursc this was unc:waected Hhut at the sane

L & [ET®S

time vleesing. DLefore we could say anrthing Capt. mever

went on to say

1y

four first nurrose is simply to live on these
islands and to keep a log of the daily occurrences faith
fully. ‘Then we are reocuirins rou to kecen n daily weather

renort. You are to describe the cloud conditions, to rea

L.LV vy
L
the barometer, the thermoncter, and to record the wind
velocity. ‘“These duties are to be done every hour during

the day and every three hours during the nipght You are

Pyii Ve

also to find a suitablec spot for a landing ficld, to mark

~

&7
~-

the area, and to improve the Tield day by dey. You have

ay (S ]

already received instru

Q

tions for your scientii'ic work.
That you may pursue at your ovn leisure."

Captain l.eyer also took time to warn us of the island

dangers, the infrcouent rainfall, the desert climate, and
instructed us how to live econonmically and peacefully.
‘I'wo niore davs of smooth sallinf and then came our

first stop. On the morning of June l3th we sighted ial-
nyra Island. in a drenching reain, in seven life boats
tdwed by a motor launch, we went ashore to rniake scienti-
fic collections. ZYalmyra is really an atoll of 52 islets
formings @ horscshoe shape. 1lare arc also three lagoons

which are from 25 to 28 fathoms deej
slightly brackish. 1

g N
Yalmyra is a




¢ 8 4 ~- R | g e o - 4 L . 14 P, I e
account O vl neavy rail ; 3 caAL1ion 1reacnes n v OL
an ol e <y ey  de = o ; =W A S ) anA 1 o A 1 ~4-
90 feect, mostly coconut trces, and the island stands just

6 Teet above

- % - 1 L 1. 4.1 1
Y no N1 1y en Ve s
can be cauasnt JUSG Ti¢
TVrey e ,'}-;,—-(\,‘”—r,w\(\f, hir an e oM
N AQLSCOVCICU OV all LG
Tae a8 npaopec T ~ iR Tedesr o
LS @ Jow O Ol 01 il v.!lu

County of lionolulu lying 960 miles south of

Ao e
WaS O NS
1ANILTLATCEeO

o

e}

subpocnas to

tribunal of HLing lleptune. The next day ot the time ol
crossing ning lieptune cories avoard
he escort dres: in 1cir nrofession:
consists of policemen, a lawyer, oreacher, barber, tor,

and nersccutors wi paddle sticks

prosecuto

pollywos, is charred with sone
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UMY as rettine seasdel
iunmny Aas eviolin seaslc




HEeDN S <1y O dlsbellc n i ! nLvune. L'n
vhe vietim yte a dose soap avd water, huis head is .
~hawred Y s J1inlroA MA BT Tare ~ . 4 L
sl 3d, 1s ducked under ter, sent to
‘Y - Yirey - . TN Y 19+ . 4 |5
¢ long line of waiting verseccutors at end " the
~ -~y 4= 4 A 5 3 3 ona - ~ T TS Oy p ~ 179 1 Y- A e & Ya
cer nYy <Tlle ViCcTlm Trecelves & document sirned o}
cormander of the sh xertil ¢ hos been in
tiated into the mvsterics of 1€ .Ancile O P the
. o7 and I8 moartr a Fwmiiart ahalll -
Dcep and 1s now a trusty shell A
! )
1 cnnM oY a +hiae PATEY over - T I TR
I e larglcy 1S UillsS ary’ ovelr a C',L'.r £ et wvhe
‘ ship that Jarvis iLsland had b sichted., “his infor-
Y ¢ - - - “ & . st ¥ T =2 9q e L v \ ~ - 1 SV
| tion Ve ne a s what feelins for onl -h
o oda £ o 1A 3 = o ren S 4~ Py 5
‘ night ovefore 1 had o ssined to ¢ . curious
4 S T a4 P | 1 R siranad B Sarare ~ a2 % oy e
‘ to know wheat it looked like I went forward. 1 must
| Y N % e e e ol E e 2 o 1 L
i Al OL PSR SL( 211 . all U
|
viece of white in
e g % AR SAawman Ty il R, > el A CR
LIIC (3, ana G ,._'\3\.]_. h OVE G 2 ocecane. Jd )1 L CVCl
,
g b e . 1 3 = - PR 1 S S *1aa
see the ocean on the other sic of the 1sl S
p g - o o S xsr o~ ST P R o
bevond. ntil we go 2loser 1 saw not a sifn of 1 .
1] =r Ya/m £~ 3+ v p : T aadAa 4 —— asxrhe
1.y nome 1or three 4 Sala TO f:‘&l..., ay D¢
]
Flvr vanany -~ 1 5 o ne Aof 1 $ 4 99 .
LYy reason o LELN one¢ )1 | JLUEIIGE
|
\
> " o 3 -] Al verm s ’ g 1, P : = O TR
‘ of Jarvis 4islancd we vere a th Yriv] ¢ of rcoins
3 s ar s 1 3 .. W 3 e N - A 2 o aa ~ Y A TIATO . ~d ~ A
| ashore with the official landing 1 tv. e were rrectoc
| o % .
hr €3 O ™ oM s Ayn T v ' ontFihnied nam d o 7 = ITOTYO 1
‘ o - ke M s AN \ - e Abh VI [N I I o > - L 1
M X s Ao 114 .y oY Y Y ey {* yare » 113 >
Collins, lcader o:i the roup, «ieman af, bdward sune,
a - Ny 1) TN ¢ V4 |y Y [} 0%
and bovs lieny ind Vaniel Toouey,




healthy. arins a Tollowine conference it wee loarneid

that the soldiers were to be taken off ana ihat the two

5 S % v

nawaiian boys had decided to remain., ''he ncw colony was
now to consist of Daniel Toomey, ¥rank Cockett, and mvself,
with lienry .hia as leader. ‘the rest of the dav was svent

in unloading the sunplie s and provisions. ..bout three

o' clock in the afternoon, the crew and passengers of the
itasca could be seen wallking in all sections of the island,
making Jarvis look like a real city. .t four o' clock -
the ltasca devarted. It was strange sayins gocdbye.
It wasn't that 1 was scared but the thousht of beinrs
excomrmunicated fr-m the world was somethins 1 had never
exnerienced. wvinner time found the four of us around & taile--
hundreds of mice runnin~ around in all directions---telk-
ing about the experiences of the other roun and a2 hundred
other things.

1t took rrank vockett and myseli two weeks to ret
adjusted to the climate., The glare of the sun on the
white sand is blindin~, we had to wear rossles everyday,
and the heat is terrific., It scems to take the sap out of
ou and mives you a tired and worn feelin~. e did not
do ruech work at this time except to lor the weather ond
to study our vnhysical environment .

darvis lsland is suvnosed to have been discovered
by CLapt. Erovm of the un~lish Ship "i#lisa Francis™ in
1821. 1t is 1600 miles southwest of :Zonolulu and a 1000

miles east of Taker and Howland Islands. DBaker and liow-

land arec only 37 miles apart and the eouator separates themn.




darvis is saucer-shaped with o beach " enclosinge a basin,

o’

i1t is a couple of miles long and a mile wide having a to-
tal area of 1.66 scuare miles., It takes 20 minutes to walk

across Jarvis and two and a half hours around it. Its

highest elevation is 20 Teet ond its lowest is Tive

Yhere is very little rainfall on Jarvis and veretation

e
@

svarse, reachings a height of eisht inches at the most.
There are mostly Digwccd, andipuncture vine, w th wiry
bunch grass nost abundant on the beach rirs. ‘lhere is
nly one tree on the island, a stunted coconut palm
obviously planted, and which is barely surviving. osirds
are mmerous on Jarvis, - There are four distinet tyves,
the Booby or Gannet, the Bdatswain ¥arlin, the rrisatec or
lan O Var llawk, and the Love or Yern birds. Tormether
they number about six-hundred thousand. .11 of the ITove
oirds tosether L can feel safe to say numbers about

three-hundred fifty thousand, .11 of these birds subs

<
ST

j=te

on fish. 4“he Boobies are the most skillful for catching
Tish and they are called the diving bonmbers of the bird
family. ‘'Whey scar at great heights end suddenly nlunce
into the sen upon si~htines a school of fish. It is also
very.fascinating t6 sce thom ~lide ove the surface of the
sca without wettinem their winrs. Yhie Toohice Linve heen
naried so because of their atu -id looxin~ Paces and thewr
secenn Lo bchave so too, 1l the birds of the islend ro
out for their fish about five in the afternoon. ihe
Frigate 1s the nerasite bird of the island. it rets 1ts

food bhw chesin~ the Loobies and bitines thes until thev




Aron their fica. ‘he lloohies nnke an ewlnl raeket vihen

beine vursuved. .oth sooby end dricate ley only one chalky
vhite ez, The Frircates 2re most vicious when their ne
are approached. ‘the Boatswain iarlin is the meanect Tor
bitins. osometies a Boobyw or rripate can he chosed avav
irom ite youns hut the soatswain larlin----nover.
m the 70's and 80's meonle used to live on Jdarvis
whey were enrarsed in romovin~t ~uano. .0 mueh of the best
Fuano was renoved that in 1882 when “reat Eritein took
over the island it found the industry no lonser nrofit-

able. Jince then no one has lived on Jorvis un until

V odow

:arch 19235, lules used to be emmloved on the island dur-
ing the guano period and there is a storv told that vhen
shivns came to darvis all ther could sce Trom -ho distance
was a man and mnule ridine on the aves.
11 over the Islond of darvis anre evidences of ror-
ar occuration, n the northrrest landing ies o Pour-sided
wooden beacon 25 Tect hich, ear heore ~2rc¢ Coundati »mas of

| il

three or four houses, a brick-lined cisteorn, 2 larre tanrk

Lo |
a2 rusty windlcss, an old furnnce nade of brie'ss, th wiheels
of an old trarcer, =nd a tra. line leadins~ to the cueno
di«ninse in the center of the island. Un Baker Island
arc also evideuces of the ~uvano dirs~ine reriod., he ost

@]
-
=
paT's
)}
et
£
2
e
)
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S

n a rooflecc stone cnd wmortor house, Tour

cisterns and tvo tram line routes. . ian onee Xept & lene-~
1y vizil on na'ter Island. In an article to the liew Yorlk

1¢c wrote: Y“For eirsht months I have been a voluntary

socicty and for tvwe: nmonthns jiternlly immrisoncd




becauge of ire 'andous noacs, e st the =aoesn wi ized?
w“"'(..L""' LA e ;,. LA Moy "l N anige alicq!
JAl7ilei o 0o @ 0 9 o i Jda LIt 188V L | : ‘e R
the surf ra~es vielently froir  overher to arech.
Man 1wa e e o only: ne it Aalrer Taland kaa
(- .« n P R N L(’\;Tl { 1‘1,. (e i eiae . & B b R ol D g Rk . & hEEND
also scen some sod sirts, Nn ericnn snd 8 lavaiioan once
rescue” o chinese junic and Cound 11 e¢hines: dead and the

Jdso on carvis on the saut'nrest end is the wroelk

2

of the barientine .maranth of Lan “rancisco viaieh vrent a-
pround in the vear 1913 with 11 hands lost. lier neon
1
’ can still be seen. ‘the woves have wached v v the notton
but the hull is deevly imbedded in the sand. ler miz=en

mest lies on the starboard sic

mangplank from the distance, ‘''here is Tlotsem and

of the fote of countless other shives of the oléd sailing
davs. On her board was found coins of different countries,
dishware, clothing, books and a baby carriorc., She carried
a car:o of coal and the coal is strevm alons the beoch.

i.car this scene can be seen the fadins mound

0 >
- €N
3 0¥ 81X

araves and towards the ~uano dircin- s are nore rroves

tn one of the mownds at this latter snmot vies found during

the 1984 Jdhinvorrill Swpedition a head-stones rith the in-
4 4. 3 Hie -3 & = ~ Y ' T g T D e e - = s
serivivion: "Yo the merory of dapt. ..lex Jiny, lst ossista
v
il
. . . ; . . .
n (’pﬂ-.f-,r;’ 10 dipd . ay l:)’ RRL ~ fromn iniaur ca by "";',':-_.’.“z_"

throwm 7'rom a car.!

studyvine =nd vieitine on

darvie life actually beran. e apniroaehed matters in A
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duties of wve

colleetins

cideninrlly

’
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nlsnt hereto

viorked on th
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=

¢ made ma

stud

con

v navter how little it rained
the roofl lerked so terribly thet ve had to ot up iu the
2iddle of the ni-ht and rove baelr intn the +~ute, {
Tinally used wny naver snd made the rood nlmast 00 1nin-
nroof but the wind often tore the novcr Lo sh-nds., around
the coubane we built brick-lired roadiwavs and :ade enrderc

ardens whic

radich givin
ine of 2 eni
also constru

UIT MG

is a fishrra
casT to ecate

vient

W
four or

nets, hoolr

rein nnd Aid ar e nawruetivs o
he dalily lo~ war assirned to e, cgldes the
ather renortine "¢ sment the follewin~ manths
noecte, shells, ~orine life, and mlante. n-
iomnn ral of the othar ~roun dlgeowe: =
Fore w'tmoym o the hobanienl vesrla., 3 2 1ED
e landins field, inprovinm it 2t odd tince.
of dervis islard, skimned birds, ~nd r-de o
¥ 0f bird life. 1In the oy of nrotine va

out of' the wreelnme of the .omaranth for deen
and enlarscd a eobt vhich had heen built
~astin Collins. “he roof of the cottnes 1oo:

stant nrohlenm. natt

h never bore fruit excent a bLrneh or

rr food Tor one outdoor

[ ta i)

rning bar, dunmbells, a boxing, arena ww

cten, .e took e:ercices overy I bhornoon ot
st oovular diversion s fiehd 2 darvie alkeo
an's naradise. here are all Gnda of £ish

ond manr ctienr are beautifully colorcd.
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vith iron snears. he latter vwias 1ae nzucd tlhod bo=
- =N 3 1e i =1 2 Sl - o < e A L B =
cause it taltes s<ill #nd it wae a ind of vtntirine Pun.

1the reelf is "lousy" with lobsters. Une ni~ht we saurht
nearly a sack-full of lobsters. ior mcat we relied on
turtles. Turtle nmeat is, to me, almost the sane os cattle

-
1

wentl, Une d

T+ 1 i A -] e vy ’ I
e envent a five-hundred nound tnrtle. rhe

oy
(&9

day before we disconvered turtle traclks on tiie lLicnch, Conmins
back that very ni~ht we found a turtle erawlins on land.
turtles come on 1lsnd teo lay their es~s. “hev lavy hundreds

o' their at a timc---eges that look like c0lT balls. 0

ts back, {it is lzlnless then) and

}_Jo

turned this turtle on

-

ceme brex the next morning for the rovwrards of our lalor.
1hat day we had delicious turtle sour, turtle steak, nnd
plenty of lobsters. 4 °don't think i ever enjoved o iical

o wmuch as that one. we dried the renaininge turtle —ecat

e

n the sun and had cnoursh dried reat until the next turtle
came &along.

cometines we would spend 2 whole day hoolzing shar
Just for the fun of it. We'd either stun them and throw
them back or extract their jaws for ornamental purnoses.
Un the door of our cottapc vwe hunes a shark jaw and cverv-

time o larcer shark jaw wes found the old one would be dis-

carded. 1t vz a sort of same that ve kept un.
stran~e thinn we discovered about the sharl:: is

that theyr have skins that are so toushh that it is praciicnl-

ly irmvossible to pierce them. .dbout the only place that

tde

can be picrced is the throat. ‘Lhe ocean around J

(]

i

o
. aJ

and the South Leas for that matter is literally infested




vith sharks. dnay love warr: wsater ohaxrlzs have a very

B yvea 11 vty AYe  ans B at e s P Y JC g
ceen sense of smell, so mueh so that o piece of fish bait

will attract a school of them in five ninuvtes. .hey prov

vo be en vueh as 14 feet lons, ‘these severnl-finnes nan

eatina ereatvres are treacherous when in deemvater, vicious

vihen hunery, ond furious when bdlood-tensecd. ut stronse as

it may scem they are just as much afraid of hunans ag hune

| { are of then. ‘Therc are two or three wnrs of frightcning

then avay. ne is to snlash the wrter virorously. ..nother

is to throw stones or coral at them. lowevar, none are

s effective in deep water. e have cone swimnmine with sharks
only 50 rards from us and have thousht nothing of it. ue

| f learned that in shallow waier (we ~wam only around the recf)

sharks will seldom ever try to attack. Sesides we alwavs

| had the advantage. .e can tell the apnroach of a sharlit by

-~

its Tins and con usually ket out of the water

»
{

e
rench vs. - fut stran~e asain, no matter where the nloce 2
. chark will-almost alwavs atteck a2 lone swimmer.
“he sharks fave us plenty to worry about., :ne riorn-

ey

ing I was wadine throush the reef holdin~ a blecedins~ fish
vhich .+ had just spearcd by the tail. osuddenly L feclt a
heavy jerk. 4Yuyrnins around i saw a food size shark splach-

ine avry. L soon discovered that in my hand was only the

tail of what had beena fish. 1t hed bit the fish risht

clean up to Wy fist. .. was brushin~ v teeth one ecvenine
Just at the fall of night when, lize the exmlosion of o
firecracker, 1 heard two voices shout at me. I understood
what the voices said and jurmed out of the vinter just in

t

=0

me to see a shark close its iaws hevr!
Jjaw Jhevr!

4]
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sharks were many. I must tell vou about one of the noblest
acts of bravery 1've ever seen. On September lst we had o
visiting ship----an auxiliary schooner. .1l of the crew

waé ashore and only the engineer Was on board. Shins

coming to Jdarvis cannot anchor. 'this one wns drifting.

Late that afternoon, a rowboat, the only mecans of conveyance,
was drifting out to sea with the current, leaving the captain
and crew terrified. In that very area of the drifting

I 3 boat were sharks. Without one thought of self-preservation

l 3 Daniel Toomey swam out and rescued the boat while the rest of
; us looked on helplessly. Another act of bravery was shovmn
i 3 by iHenry Ahia. The physician of the Itasca had become so
engrossed in his fishing that he forsot about the dangers

; of the reef until he was sucked off the reef by an outgoing

<

wave. iis cries were weak but fortunately they were heard.

——

Ahla swam out and rescued him. In a very short time that

very scene became a mecca of sharks. ‘Ihe doctor, pule and

fripid, lay unconscious for several minutes.

We of Jarvis have had our tense nmoments----but life
was not slwavs so. :¢ have been havpv as well s troubled.
‘he nirhts on Jdarvis are beautitul and caol . ¢ used to
sit cut in the »oonlirht and sin- wntil Jate. .08t of the
time ve sat un and vlaved enrds unti’ midnisnt. ‘“hen vwe'd
20 torehines,  .cturnins at three o'cloak we vould have

roasted lobsters and fish before finally roins to bed ot
five a.m, 4Yhot was our aisht lite. e also svment the nichts
readinas, In two months we. read everythine on the islond eox-

b

cept amedical bool. ior a lirhtine systen we had dry celle







iis temperature went un as hi h as 105 '‘‘here is o com-

plete nedical kit on the island but in this incidenrt
knowledre of the thins to do was Jackines., Lhere wns nothing
that the men could do to helv .thia but luckily he rccovered.
Cur conly Imediate fear was shorlis. LT anvone was wnfortu-
nate enou~h to be bitten it weant a rrect loss of blood
and probable dcath,

Uther cxveriences of a more pleasant noture include
one which gave us our first siriit of otinsrays, soictimes

called Stingarces or Seca Bats. .t the head of the landin«

[

channel every afternoon at four we used to see snerkxling

Tins swayving above the surface. (ne day we beeame especial-
ly curious. Uriftine out on our raft we soon rot in the

thick of it. Mhat I saw there anéd the

'y

ind of fear that
eripped me I'1l remember as long as memory serves. | hod
never scen a stincaree but had alwavs knowm that they were
danmerous. Dlaclt as ever on the surface and white und
the body they were shaped like bais with their wings out-
stretched. urom tip to tip the wins-like fins measured
about eicht feet. ‘hey possess a whip-like taoil with
sharply barbed snines that arc capable of inflictins severe
vounds. Swimning around us they created whirlnools, rocled
the raft, and splashed water all over. ¢Cockett ond i didntt
have to think, instinetively we rot dovm on our hands and
knees and clutched the raft for dear life. Fortunate Vs

the raft was Tostened to a lons rone and we were sbon
vulled in.

ivio otvher events worth nentioning occurred on ~urast




T

6 and ..urust 14 respectively. .cain at Tour o' clocic on

the alfternoon of :wurust 6 occurred an incident thoat in mv

oM

iiidle

opinion has nrobably never been witnessed bv any livine i

of

Un this very afternoon while working we were st nped by the

: st
sight of the ocean corered with leaning porroises. i'rom

one corner of the eye to the other and as 2ar out towards
the horizon 2ll we could sece were scatteored nornoises movine
rhythmically in the sane direction. It s the anvallinge

number of vornoises that made the sirht so snectacular-~-

e

remindine one ot a erand mil itary review hew

Were Nro-

bably mipratiner. ‘To atte

ovinrs norpoises
say vnere were about five-hundred tho usand.
rorpoises, some of you may know, arc considercd a

snillor's best Priend. Jometires they are glco ealled

sea hors. there is an int-restin~ storv tnld, and a2 re-
liable one 1 have heard, of an old vornoise of iow )cnland .,
the entrance to this harbor of llew .enlond is Very narrows

°nd harzardous----recfs cxisting on tvo sides It recuires

s . _ . .
ewlll to navieste o ship throush. Torpoises love to nlav
around “he how of a shiv cepecinlly shead of it. nd so
Tor many vears, by Tollowine this old norvoise of Lo
caland, shinrs have safely mnered thron=~h the doncerons
cntrance, Finally this old son hogs disamnenrcr. 2ollotie
199 i e i1tarmearance +hreoe ehine 31 eaa ) 1 413 Voot

4415 & LG dlsnupearance CIITCEe SRS AIA‘.L..L'\i. un on uvhe rect.,

Liice rore at- four o'eclock on ' he afternoon of .- ’

ust 14 we exporienced something hirhly unexnected. . hout

1is tiwme it ad been n comirn practice Tor us to

jolcinsly

.




4 shout, Ship Ahov! (u this vowe vere ol reodin,
on ~3 culet. nedenly Yoorroy fwrred un ond shouvte y
oyl liobodyr woid any attention. mt Tooner kent it un
and became delirious about it. ¢ looked, and rure encu
there just o ovarter nile out Tloated n steaqser in full
3 conld ov eyt yrallsin i i e v
aneé =0 did they., Jhe was not Tlvina o 1o~ ond ned it not
bencn for the mlarin~ sun we would have scen the nome o 1
5:iin, xeitedly we waited Tor a lendine nartyv pot none ¢
Insterd she turned around oncé &l ovily @ :1th
sinkin~ hones we volehed it dzift ‘out of si ht. .e couvld
not inarcine to whe t.country the stearer belonced. ut
beenuse of its peculiar construction we helieved it to be
2 Dritish trarm Preichter. That viae +he Lrst sicn of e

ion we have had since Jime 1! . ad thie shin opuiv
a daey later it vould scon Lhe cricen loe ov o
catm. wc had nlanned on fivins thie flar wlarly bhosin-
on ca=zust 15,
Un Septenber lst occurred the biesest event. it 1
seven.o'elock in the morning. L wes sittine on o rock T
« 4n the distant orizon
evin~ it to be a2 bird I
s gbudyvine Lhis abh-
ject. Then come the deecision. t *e:o a shin, a seiline
ﬂ?:j_‘g’ J A o IR o R b e 12 *100(1! ;‘"_;_"1) 31(:7": :‘ ""‘J]..”. A ohn i 4
rcsponded. oo hnéd to become delirious. inally the 1
come but thev too believed ihe obj be =~ bird. ovev




in an hour, a thrce-
cae rcrocefullyr over
a sensetion it is, af
r-_‘\-xr T el aned e
. \ et 4 X ) dald VA G ’
a &sopray. over 8 o,
¢ lnew no one
but vve ~reeted the
on: board the shin we

1

o

e
+the
-t. .
.t.,)

T4

B

1 -

’ v

wel

just

Ty

A sehoonsr vith tnll vhite o]
horlizon., 0o one ean tel? n it
three months of solitude, of just
< a nivehins vihite sehoon viith
is TESCrY

came snshore in ivet G
lilze old friends world. Once
directly to the ;m2il hare ~erLly

Y -

read our letters and finally tried again the taste of S,
candies, and other sweets. In the Tolloirine r.ovents e

N Amsaremd 3 - - 1 %

learned theo ¢ vere o vacht 114 jou.
1t had just come from g, 1(
1t had taken 282 days to et to Jdarvis. On Jarvis it wms
leavin~ a party of two 1ren.assisned to meice a ~uano surve-r,
it ha lso left wen-on ialter and Howland. ‘Yhe vinkajou
and its ~uano survevine aroun was headed by Ur. Lans Coan
of John wpikzins University. Dr. vonnn wes nlso one oi' the
members of Ldnirel Byrits Aintartic Exnedition. lorlzing al.so
in econjunetion with Ur. Conan as Harold Gatty, who with
the late Jiley lost set a record round-ihe-iorld T1lisht.

)] 2 satam 3 g 2
~hne lncajoun, 1L
California near

denariin

Cruz

tally, he

7|

-

¢ the Hinkajou left a canplcete
d transmitter. n the Lirst nirht
Honolulu and on Auetralian sta-
11 to hear nodern music and the
1t was on this ni~ht when we
death of ..ill Romers and .ilew
schedule with lonolulu ~nd



‘ thereby manaced o hear fron close fricnds and latives in
‘ .
~rnli1e ] “rey \ 1 0 - 1o nolul g AN e iy
[ achtua.lx Ol1CC. LC( Cix LIl onoLuiu S¢iltlO Q-
! el -y e e : .. 3 - s oY Ao e K1 4 X
i casued pProsrails Crf ‘QC,.‘I].l?«. 1 O our enveruélin ne. AR
s
Qamaharr 1+ seemed: as i new 1ife oz +5 Tamode S
onehovww 16 seemed aAs 11 new llie came TO Jarvis. ! SC

lon vreeks of solitude and seening exile were gone. ..t

the turn of the switeh we found the world ot our recet,
liew York, China, .wmstralia and ionolulu. Yvery cveninea

we called San Francisco for the correct time and at eight-

thirty lowland Islesnd would come chirpine in faithfully.

iowland once renorted a funny incident. ‘‘he boys had

been spendins about two weels naliing a Tootball field.

“her had to carry barss and bha~s of sand inland and it was
hard work. «hen the four well-descrving boys went to in-
i : Tlate the football--it was supposed to have been the crovm=-
!
i inr rlory---the bladder blew up.
‘ On oeptember 15 the ltasca finally returned. “whrourth
daily rndio revorts we were well informed on hcr pos
and so her return did not cuusc ruch apprehension.

less. ‘akine time only to unload supplies and provisions

that sene afternoon. Desiring to con-

tasca denoarted

} l sight of her on the horizon however, was exciting; none the
i $inue our cdéuecation Coeclkett sand I were relieved but :hia

N

' and. Toomey renmained for anoil~r three months. Leavines with
|
' the Itasca on the 15th we arrived at Daker threce days later
-ain takine tine onlv to unload we left Saker that evening
and arrived at ilowland the next morning. On these two is-
lands we relieved :iore boys and left more provisions. UYhe

camps on valker and howland wvere in a much improved condi-




|
|

tion sinee the last tyin of the itasea. On Halrr thev had
lecadin~ up to a beautiful lavm. On

the lovm stood an old cannon and behind it ihe lofty flar-
mole. On liowland there was a lons stonewall in the center
of which was o wide entrance flanked by two Tour-sided co-
Jumns standin~ avout six feet in heircht tn one o1
luwms hung a sign which read, "Kuu Hlome." In fiawaiian it

-

, llome Lwreet [lome. ‘the roadwvay lead dircetlv 4o the

means
camp center and within the same stood the football fTield -

J&Jl Ll X

and an outdoor mwvu.

we left Howland at »idnizht and efter three davs at
sea we met an old windjarmer. 4t was the Otar of Zealand.

A

ohe had been becalmed for 15 days and her destination was
Jaran where she wos to be turned into scran iron.

the Itasca Tinally reached Zonolulu on wentenmber
29. JAfter a month I was fortunate to malze a triv asain
with the Itasea to San Francisco. DbLurine mancuvers off
the coast of California we received snecial

back half way to llonolulu and standby for encrsency. U

t is moint we witnessed the first f£1lirht of the China Clinper

e

to ilnwaii., 'Whis also inaugurated the first ‘Irans-racific

Alr kail light. This experience marked the culmination

of all assoications I have hoad with the itasea and the co-

L L4

n nroject of darvis, bLaker and ilowland Islands

N .

bed
Q
= |
N
5]
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binee then the three islands have scen much prorsress. Today

on Jarvis, Baker, and llowland are a larrer colony, three

e

covernrent houses with every household convenience, build-
ing materials, tractors and plows Tor constructing air-plane

runways, naval pilots and an aireraft tender. Frorress is

- \.-. -
fcoing on ranidly
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leaving the Governorship last week that
he planned to become a “country gentle-
man.” Independently wealthy through his
oil properties, he has bought a 160-acre
tract of land near Topeka, where he will
indulge his favorite hobby—horseback-
riding.

Another outstanding “‘ex” is ex-Senator
Guy V. Howard, Minneapolis Republican,
who startled the politicians by grabbing a
Senatorship for two months and received
$3,332 for doing nothing. Howard knew
the law. When a Senate seat is filled by
appointment, it must go on the ballot at
the next election. Elmer A. Benson, the
appointed Senator, expected to serve until
January. But, at the last minute, Howard
registered his candidacy for the remainder
of the term. The sole candidate, he was
elected.

After a vacation trip to Panama, How-
ard plans to resume his job as an insurance
salesman in Minneapolis. Other “exes” are
vacationing, traveling, working or “doing
nothing in particular”. They include:

Widow—D\rs. Rose McConnell Long, of
Louisiana. Widow of Senator Huey P.
Long, she completed his term in the Sen-
ate, serving for eleven months. Not a
candidate for reelection, she is now living
at her New Orleans home with her family.
Her present interests center in the activ-
ities of her daughter, Rose, a student at
Louisiana State University.

Mrs. Florence Kahn, former Repre-
sentative, of California, is living quietly at
her San Francisco home; “not doing any-
thing in particular at present.”

Lester J. Dickinson, of Towa. As a
former Senator and Representative—he
served in the House from 1919 to 1931,
and in the Senate for the next six years—
he finds it hard to break away from Wash-
ington. He is still there, expects to remain
a couple of months; later, he may return
to Algona, Iowa, and practise law.

W. Warren Barbour, former Senator, is
at his Locust Point, New Jersey, home.
Head of a thread-manufacturing concern,
he was not out of an official job long.
Governor Hoffman appointed him Chair-
man of the New Jersey Unemployment
Compensation Board, and he was sworn
in on January 7.

Jesse Houghton Metealf, two-term Sena-

Mo
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Young colonists arrive at Jarvis Island
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tor from Rhode Island, is living in Provi-
dence. He and his brother control a com-
pany operating four textile mills, and he
also is interested in various banks, insur-
ance companies, philanthropies.

Rancher—Robert D. Carey, former Senator
from Wyoming, is living at Careyhurst in
that State, managing his extensive ranch
properties.

Daniel O. Hastings, former Senator
from Delaware, living in  Wilmington,
plans to resume his law practise.

Chester C. Bolton, former Representa-
tive from Ohio, is ill at his farm home near
Cleveland.

Vito Marcantonio, former Representa-
tive from New York, who made himself
conspicuous in his single term, has resumed
his law practise in New York City.

Schuyler Merritt, former Representative
from Connecticut, and formerly the oldest
member of the House—he is eighty-three
—is passing the winter at Lake Wales,
Florida. A banker, he served nine terms
as a Representative,

Isaac Bacharach, veteran Representa-
tive from New Jersey, who served from
1915 to last January 1, returned recently
to Atlantic City after a vacation in Flor-
ida. He insists he is “going to attend to
his real estate business and make some
money.”

PACIFIC DOTS: Islets Cov-

eted as Aviation Prepares for
Antipodes

vinrv Pan American Airways flung an all-
American air-mail route across the Pacifie
from Honolulu to Manila, Howland, Baker
and Jarvis Islands were pin-point red dots
on an all-British map of the greatest ocean.
To-day, possession is nine points of the law.

Map-scanners last week looked at these
three bits of sand and coral near the equa-
tor. For eighty years they had been tree-
less, grassless bits of soil, a dozen feet above
the lapping Pacific, charted only in musty
files at Washington and London.

Wide World
George West, Henry Ahia, Dan Tommey, Frank Corbett put up trespass notices

What caused aviation editors to thumb
through forgotten envelops in newspaper
morgues was an Associaled Press dis-
patch, picked up from the San Diego
Union, saying that a new twenty-ton Pan
American Airways clipper-ship had left
Miami for San Francisco. This giant plane,
it was reported, would survey a new sky-
trail to the antipodes from Honolulu to
Australia-New Zealand.

Dan Sayre, Pan American's genial, ro-
bust contact man with the press, soon put
inquiring reporters right—the Union’s story
was a “stumer.” The great flying-boat
would not operate out of Honolulu for the
next five months. Had they thought twice,
aviation editors would have realized that
flying-boats on the Honolulu-Melbourne
route would be as out of place as sail-
makers on an ocean greyhound.

Island Boss—Next vear, however, there
may be an air-mail line to the antipodes.
Getting ready for it is one of the Govern-
ment’s oddest jobs. R. B. Black, of the De-
partment of the Interior. is boss of Uncle
Sam’s three new desert islands.
Way-stations on the air-line to Suva,

‘]"iji (British) , Auckland, New Zealand and

Melbourne, Australia, they are as coveted
to-day as if their coral were gold. They lie
in a strategic position along this sky-trail.

Few persons ever had heard of them until
the Coast Guard cutter Itasca slipped down
there last summer from Honolulu. On each
were landed four boys from the Kamcha-
meha School to take and keep possession
for the United States. Their first job was
to set up leaden plates warning “trespass-
ers” that this was American soil.

As colonial administrator, Mr. Black has
twelve citizens under his jurisdiction, four
on each islet. Ameriea’s newest frontier—
the air frontier—is governed from Hono-
lulu, tho these islets are not yet part of the
Territory of Hawaii. Only means of com-
munication is by the Itasca.

Heavy Seas—The cutter, on her first trip,
took along building materials, seedlings and
cuitings for ironwood, cashew, mango,
breadfruit, Hawaiian oranges, passion-fruit
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and sca-grapes. On her second voyage,
there were tractors and plows to turn
bumpy natural lauding-fields into smooth

~ larmac runways,

This week, another Coast Guard cutter,
"M‘ l)uu'lf. s en route for Howland Island
with Mr. Black, Robert Campbell, Divi-
sional Airport Inspeetor for the Depart-
ment of Commerce; a naval air pilot, six
Army ecnlisted men and several WPA
workers. ‘I'wo tractors and a cement-
mixer will be landed for constructing two
air-plane runways, ¥/

Land-planes rather than flying-boats will
be used on the 5.000-mile service to the

Knudsen had promised non-striking work-
ers that General Motors would “never tol-
erate domination of its employees by a
small minority.”  Martin could see only
one way of interpreting this statement:
that General Motors was about to bargain
not only with the Union, but with the
non-striking, non-union workers compris-
ng:

3. The “Flint Alliance.” This organiza-
tion, claiming to represent 95 per cent. of
all - General Motors employees, wired
Knudsen that its members did not see
“why they should be delayed resuming

/their jobs for two weeks or more while

antipodes.  Already, these landing-areas/

could be used for emergencies, but water
surrounding the islands is too rough for
seaplanes to make a safe landing and tie up
for refueling and inspection. These landing-
fields are a mile long, face directly into the
prevailing winds and are sufficiently wide
for their purpose.

Angry seas beat directly on the shore,
surf booms and piles up in wintry weather
until landing even by skiff is dangerous. It
is a lonely life the twelve native-hoy colo-

nists lead. but a life that any live American -

boy would jump at. They are bound there
for six months until others replace them,
but they all want to stay if they can.

Old-timers—Flotsam and jetsam on the -

beach where they landed tell of shipwrecks
and survivors who stayed years until they
were taken off. Back in the 'fifties and
'sixtics these three were guano islands
where luborers shoveled into sacks de-
posits left for centuries by mewing sea-
birds, sent them to fertilize rocky soil of
far-off New England. Weathered boards
still mark graves of sailormen buried by
skippers of Yankee clippers of another era.

On Howland Island there is a trench sev-
eral hundred feet long and a hundred-odd
feet wide, ten to fifteen feet deep, landmark
of bygone Polynesian colonists who dug
down for water to grow their favorite taro
crop.

Then, these three islands were nameless.
To-day. their status is complicated by dif-
ferent theories of annexation. To satisfy
British laws, it is necessary only to discover
a pin-point on the map and plant the Union
Jack. For the United States, continuous
possession must be established. Some sort
of “gentleman’s agreement” is the likeliest
solution.

STRIKE: General Motors and
Union Workers in Deadlock; Com-
mentators Blame NLRB

Strike clouds over Flint, Michigan, parted
just enough to let a glimmer of sunlight
through last week, then rushed- together
again to cast thickening gloom over Amer-
ica’s giant motor industry. ;

In the most complicated labor tie-up of
the Roosevelt Administration, five potent
forces collided in a shower of sparks as the
week came to a close:

1. William S. Knudsen, Executive Vice-
President of General Motors, announced
that his company would make no attempt
to remove machinery from its plants if
the sit-down strikers encamped on the
property would move out.

2. Homer Martin, President of the Au-
tomobile Workers, agreed to order the sit-
downers to evacuate. But he promptly
canceled the order upon learning that

Wide World

negotiations with representatives of this
small minority (the United Automobile
Workers) are in process.”

4. John L. Lewis announced that,
despite statements to the contrary from
Homer Martin, his Committee for Indus-
trial Organization would insist that the
U.A.W. be recognized as the bargaining
agency for all employees in negotiations
L.tween company and workers.

5. The American Federation of Labor
turned this newest and most serious in-
dustrial war into a disorderly free-for-all
by insisting once more that no matter
what agreement was arrived at between
Knudsen and Martin, it would pertain in
no way to the automobile industry’s hand-
ful of craft unions.

Question—Columnists and editorial writ-
ers, struggling desperately to untangle this
skein and give the newspaper-reading pub-
lic a clear view of the battle-field at Flint,
could only ask: Why hasn’t the National
Labor Relations Board exercised its pow-
er under the Wagner Law to find out
whether the U.A.W. does or does not rep-
resent the majority of General Motors
employees?

Wrote Hugh S. Johnson: “The Labor
Board didn’t horn in, probably because the
first question it would be its unavoidable
duty to determine is:  ‘What is the ap-
propriate bargaining unit—the separate
plants, the whole industry, or crafts within
the industry?’

“But this is the very question over

paregitb ftwm_w_‘mm*w S ——
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which Jolm Lewis and his C.LO. split
with William Green and his AJF.L. The
whole  craft-rs.-vertical union question
would be dumped. red hot and sizzling,
squarely on the knees of Government as
represented by the Labor Board—which
isn’t provided with any asbestos aprons
Just now, and which decidedly and dis-
tinctly didn’t want any part of this
threatened hot lap—even as a counter-
irritant to the hot seat on which it is
sitting before the courts.” ~ ¢
Flaw—Dorothy Thompson agreed that

“the Labor Relations Act is not accom-
plishing its declared objective of ‘dimin-

ishing the causes of labor disputes.’ No
law will accomplish that purpose which
does not more clearly define rights plus
procedures, ideas plus plans, and which
does not also clearly define and limit the
powers of the Board which administers it,
so that the Board is a tribunal and not a
legislative body!”

Congressmen questioned by Tue Lit-
ERARY DIGEST were generally of the same
opinion.

Said William P. Connery, Jr. (Dem.,
Mass.), who helped draft it: *“All the
machinery neccessary for complete col-
lective bargaining is contained in the
Wagner-Connery law. The method orig-
inally intended by Senator Wagner and
myself in sponsoring this legislation was
that majority rule should prevail and that
workers by majority vote should select
their representatives to bargain col-
lectively. Whenever there was any doubt
as to the majority, an election should be
called by the National Labor Relations
Board. There was in the auto strike a
moral obligation . . . to take action.”

“Knotty”—Sen. Henry F. Ashurst (Dem.,
Ariz.): A board is, by definition, long,
narrow, and wooden. Tt is often, in addi-
tion, quite knotty. The National Labor
Relations Board fits in the general cate-
gory. Its recent actions are no more than
-an be expected from its innate nature.”

Sen. Rush D. Holt (Dem., W. Va.):
“The Board should not have dodged the
issue, Tt should be impartial, no matter

Sl A

a > LB o B




|

SE MERCURY HERALD: MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 27, 1936.

]

In Establishing Title To
Jarvis Island.

By G. H. McMURRY.

One of Uncle Sam's “em-
pire builders” in the spanning
of the Pacific ocean with com-
mercial air lines is now an un-

| assuming 20-year-old freshman

| at the San Jose State college,

| He's soft-spoken George N. West,

| who with three other Hawalian lads,

!lived a Robinson Crusoe life for

|three-and-a-half months last sum-
s | 1€Y' on the lonely and arid mid-Pa-

i pacific coral speck of Jarvis Island

jand established America's title to

|tms key stepping-stone in its ocean-
ic air-clipper program.

And then, as a member of the crew
of the coast guard cutter Itasca—
the boat took him to his empire-
building vigil—West was one of
those who stood by at sea, three-
quarters of the way to Honolulu, to
g0 to the aid of the China Clipper
should she have failed to make the
hop.

LONELY, EXCITING.

“It was lonely out there without
a word from home,” says West, “but
thiere never was a dull moment, I'd
be glad to do it again.”

His adventure over, West is now
studving to be a newspaper man—
|one who doe*n't parade his exploits,
for his fellows have just learned
lof his experiences, though he's been
at the local college more than a
month.

Jarvis is a flat, desert island, cov-
ered with scattered bunch grass and
pig-weed, only a mile and a half at
the widest, 1060 miles due south
L 1of Honolulu and almost smack on
the equator. Not since a British
gSuano company ceased operations
|there in 1889 had anyone inhabited
| it—hardly a place to look for ex-
citement

DUG TREASURE, TOO.

“But there was plenty of it,” says
West, “and when it wasn't a narrow
escape from the 40 to 60-foot sharks
that continually circle the istand,
there was plenty to do, taking me-
teorological readings every hour of
the dey and once every three hours
yduring the night, taking turns cook-
, putting up buildings, mapping,
road-building and working on the
air field.”

There was spare-time treasure-
hunting, too.

“And what’s more,” laughs West,
“we dug up quite a few coins and
wenirs out of the wreck of the
entine Amaranth of San Fran-
c0, which' lies half-buried on the
southern side of the island. Coal
from this vessel is scatlered all
the island.” r

‘The Amaranth foundered in 1913,
with all hands lost, in one of the
mysteries of the sea. From the
wreckage the lads built a small
shack.

FOUND NEW PLANT.

“The island is a graveyard” Wost
adds. “All over it are graves and
unmarked he ones scene of them
dating back to the early days of
Amecrican whaling ships.”

In addition to their meteorological
duties, the youths made a complite
collection of the plant, insect and
sea life and shells about the lsland.
| “We discovered a plant hew to
| science,” West reports
|
|

a
several new species of son urchins.

All of this work was done for the
| Bishiop muscum of Honoluht, Tt wis
| found that the new plant, which has
followed its own evolution on this
ted island. can grow only un-
far combination of
equatorial  humidity

birds on
L, “and ope
fean b deog.

STATE COLLEGE FRESHMAN ‘EMPIRE BUILDER’ FOR U.S.FL I STAR FARM |

'Served As Uncle Sam’s Aide |

Island Colonists

Hawaiian Lad Tells of Crusoe Lifeon Lonely Isle

fYouthfuI Colonists Who Pre-
ceded Air Line Staff Have
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Thrilling Experience.

were directly behind me yelled. I
looked up just in time to see an im-
mense shark shipping up to me, It
turned and swam rapidily away at
the noise, because sharks are easily
frightened. Yes, and I was, too”
FEATURELESS ISLAND
Though the island is within 20
miles of the equator, the tempera-
ture never was greater than 87 de-
grees, but West says that was plenty
hot because of the great humidity.
though it rains very little on Jarvis.

1 There is a steady northeast wind

blowing between 20 and 30 miles an
hour over the island constantly, and

OPERATORS RAISE
VARIED PRODUCTS

Could Provide First-Class
Dinner Menu With Floral
Trimmings.

By Associated Press

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 26.—Soup
doesn't grow. And none of the
movie stars raise coffee.

But, except for these two items, &
pretty fair full-course dinner could
be put together from the products
of land and nature actually raised
by the fair hands of the motion
picture players.

the air field is being laid out on| Farming, cattle raising and poule

:S’:n ;_’i‘s;n:;’i‘lmn‘;"::m;"ds ehe | oy ranching occupy the spare timo
Only 23 feet above the sea at its|20d most of the spare cash of &
highest point, the island boasts only | Jarge section of the movie colony.
one tree—a three-foot Cocganm] Newest recruits in the back-to«
palm planted in 1924 “that isn’t do- | the-land movement were Mary Care
ing very well” West reports. A pyr- | lisle and Jjean Harlow, both blondes,
amidal wooden beacon Lower, set up | POth with options on plantations in
by the British in 1889, still stands. ; ;?f 1’{?1“'1:;?1’%:15:1;":{:&;“}‘ intere
i fous occu- | €sted I cutilv .
S e 5 COMPOSITE MOVIE MENU.
West won the chance to colonize | hWILh sugar on the dimcnu" here’s
for Uncle Sam when the aepartment | ! é "‘;2’0':10‘“5);‘}“;28 nnexi., A b
of commerce asked the principal of | _ “1 : B"{okc S 0 4 v
the Kamehameha high school in| :x::;: es Bickiord's fleet of fishing
ﬁz’;ogiul:’g ?;fe $e okt ixely No Soup—(Unless Warner Oland
: : ' would collect a few turtles from the
LANDING TICKLISH. Mexican seashore, where his Mazate
“1 didn't get in the first group;lan ranch is located.)
that spent the first three months| Fruit Salad—Oranzes from Al
SN N . | Jolson and Ruby Keeler's Encing
on the island be;auw they Lhougmlmmh’ subtropical tid-bits from
1 was too small,” smiles West, who Bing Cresby’s Rancho Sania Fe,
is five feet tall. “I manazed to per-|apples from Robert Montgomery's
suade them I could ‘cut the buck'|f2rM in upper New York state and

. | raisins {rom Warner Oland's other
before the Itasca sailed the second | raneh near Carpinteria, Calif,
time, to pick up the first group and MAIN DISHES,
drop us. with six months' supplies.” mgn“’(‘i‘*\fﬁzﬁ% beef f’?\m tpec‘ilm-'
-acre Nevada ranch o ara
'rheAIfmdmz Ot JREvis on .{nnc ?51 Bow and Rex Bell, turkey from Vice
was ticklish, business, beaching slx;w, McLaglen, hard Dix and
months of supplies and 1850 gallons | Charles Ruggles, chicken from Are
of drinking water in iron drums by | {)”‘E g“}d“ ‘}’f-d “};'”1’21 r;mi“,mh‘)"
running small boats through a mile r:x'n(\ n:“:(rf S:?]’?a H'X:a c;;i);ds o
of surf .ﬂnd shallow water, (Note: In case some of the guests
ONLY EMPTY WATER. prefer eggs, they can be supplied
Then the Itasca steamed away to|from Mona Barrie's poultry farm
|land similar parties at Howland and | year San Diego.)
| B

¢ _!Ba islands a thousand miles west | Vegetahles—From Paul Muni's San

|
a
g
|
1

em. | Fernando valley truck farm, or from

| And then there was only empty | Fred Slone's farm in New Hamp-
vater extending hundreds of miles | shire, or Sir Guy Standing's estabe

on all sides of us, and we wondered | lishment in the hilis near Lake

if there was anything we had for- | Malibu.

gotten lo bring along with us” No coffee—(but plenty of milk

smiles West, from Joel McCrea’s 200-acre daity
“The only thing I missed. as a|ranch, 40 m

matter of fact, was not being ahle to | Lawrence t

| see movie, or go to a Snmrd:a_v;ln Connecticut, where

¥ Dew farm,
specializes

dance. and wondrring what [ in dairy producis)
iappening back home. Dessert—Wal from the 30~
it there was plenty to do dur- |acre grove at Encino, operated by
ing the day and at night we could | Anhn Dvor or m the grove of
read through all the books on the | her neighhor, J Knicht, who
land and play cards for sea shells | 0wns 20 a in ie San Fernando
toreh fishing.! ! valley.
BRITISH CHECK-UP, DECORATIONS, TOO.

“W2 had one visitor British | Floral decorations for the tabls
tramp steamer—which hove to off | Would come froi 5¢ Dvorak's huse
the sland, Jooked us over—prohahly | band, Leslie Fr who lets her
to mike sure we were carrving out | WOrry about t s, while he
our international ‘hon ading' | 'Ot

pro; . then sailed aw ithout
a »vd io ys,
“Weo reconnized her as British, and
wot if she had come to rate
a( te i
T i shortly before the lad
repi d's prrmanen’
Bo or. D ¢ 5
Cor & seientifie expedition arrived ! ¥ ‘
in 15 vacht, leaving the bov w ! f N No woman hng
welihie gy from home, » aj™ Ny 115 boundaries,
comi'“le radiophone set tl - ’ dinner,
abled fhem to comunicats wWith the Harold
ou vorid every dav then , | Blos ' € ren from
ASSISTED CLIFPER FLicuy, [ Chnies Riceles’ See-Are keanels,
Wiml West and his eomh 114 id be empie i
were ]
j Iea
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oo 4Ty NN 0 THRING 4 : : " | e - CamE el ot s, Lafife
) Y tecrological reddinges e of SWIT and siu (Note: In ene some of the guesis
by | Lhe and once every three )r s :L ONLY pMPTY WATER. prefer egps, they can be supplied
¥ |during the night, taking turns co" | &3 Then the Juusca steamed away to|from Mona Barrie's poultry farm
S ing, putting up bwldings, m; :"4" . . [Jond Sunugr parties at Howland and | year San Diego.)
‘4‘ road-bullding and \\();kl;lg oI g R e A AL - | Buker islands a thousand miles west l VegetrbloaFrom Eaul Muni $8a1
: air field.” 0 U S or them | Fernando vallev truck farm, or from
| There was spare- - . > . s e B | "And then there was only emply | Fred Stone's farm in New Hampe®
nl‘i\ hunting, tao pare-lime  treasure- L i s LSRR 2= iwater extending hundreds of miles | shire, or Sir Guy Standing’s estabe
“And what's more.” : g e S e e s !.. on all sides of us. and we wondered | ishment in the hills near Lake
b “we dug up Qlllilf' r:. l(-l:uixmsw:ll" ’ H if there was anything we had for- | Malibu. ]
| Souvenirs out of the wreck of ;,)K- * 5 |motten to pring along Wwith us”| No roﬂre—(but}p)enty of mik -
|, | barkentine Amaranth of San Fr = " § (smiles West, from Joel McGreas J00-acre dairy
P~ | cisco, which lies half-buried on n:‘- 4 “The oniy thing I missed. as a|ranch, 40 mues north of here, or

] ”. southern side of the island c: "1' § | matter of fact, was not being able lo | Lawrence Tihbett’s Honey Dew farm, -

A e from this vessel is scattered an 5-‘: # |see a movie, or gno to a Saturday !in Connecticut, where he specializes

£ the island.” ’ —~§ pehe nes and wond ring what | 1o dairy products )

b I The Amaranth foundered in 1013 (,‘ Waid DAPPEDING Gack DoME, Dessert—walnuts from the 80e r
with all hands lost. in one of Lhc: § “But there was plenty to do dur- | acre grove at Encino, operated by i
mysteries of lU‘r s Lyt the § |ing the dav and at nicht we could | Ann Dvorak, or from the grove of

o | wreckage the lads built & small § |read through all the books on me|her neighoor, June Knight, who §
;d shack, s b island and pl{nyhcards for sea shells "Wlll‘-‘ 20 acres in the San Fernando -
e n 725 or go 'torch fishing.' valley. ~
stf  FOUND NEW PLANT. BRITISH CHECK-UP. DECORATIONS, TOO. %
2of ~The island is a graveyard,” West “We had one visitor—a British | Floral decorations for the table
iy | 2dds. “All over it are graves and tramp steamer—which hove to off | WOuid come from Miss Dvorak’s hus=
. ::.markf'd headstones some of them the 1siand. looked us over—probably | band, Leslie Fenton, who lets her ~
| Qoting b.-('l: lo the early days of Lo make sure we were carrying out | WOITY about the walnuts, while he ¢
z rican whn]mlz ships. h our international ‘homestecading' | Putters around in a hothouse on !
s a n addition to their meteorological properly, then sailed away without | their ranch. In about 10 years, the
s | duties, the youths made a complete ~{a word to us, orchid cultures, recently purchased ¢
d s«ﬁ:eﬁ}mn ?ir J’]Fl-pjut' insect and “We recognized her as British, and | Y Mary Carlisle, will be in bioom, 1
a|sca life and sheils about the island. wondered if sne had come to rawse | her new-found enthusiasm for |
2 We discovered a plant new to —| & dispute.” orchid raising lasts that long. -
a | science,” West reports, “as well as : Then shortiy before the lads were | Should this be a stag dinner, the %
I.Tl\l'eral hew species of sea urchins. i |repiaced by the island’s permanent | Dest place to give it would be Cecll |
-1 All of this work was done for the ... |population in September, Dr. Dana | Demille’s “Paradise ranch,” in the
| Bishop muscum of Honolulu. It was _ | Coman's scientific expedition arrived | Bl Tujunga valley, 50 miles northe k
is 'fO};nd that the new plant, which has % |1n itz yacht. leaving the boys some [ east of Hollywood. No woman has
v AO_m\veg its own evolution on this welcome mail from home, and a | ©Ver set foot within its boundaries, 4
isclated island, can grow only un- complete radiophone set that en-|, And for protection during dinner, ¢
der the peculiar combination of abled them to comunicate with the |the Great Danes raised by Harold |
1| aridity and equatorial humidity outside world every day thereafter, | LIoyd, or the Springer spaniels from 1
| found there. ASSISTED CLIPPER FLIGHT. |Charles Ruggles' See-Are kennels,
WILD LIFE THRILLS. When West and his companions | could be employed.
H"Th:]re are millions of birds on ;v:; re;un}ed to Honolulu by the P '_—“—’R——- . :'
the island,” says West, “and one a, he learned the coast guard | - ed d
type called ‘love birds' can be decid- ?oat. “i;smmz to San I"rancwcoi Op eye em 1e :
edly frightening. They fly around or naval maneuvers and won a s
one’s head in a circle of suc!h a fixed berth on her for the trip to the | BY Operatlon on
diameter that it makes a solid g“m;lxmng. IHham;zngradgau-gng'om S k tF k 3
shadow around one, setting up a gh scnool he left with p to 4
deafening chorus of shrill cries lerd < |enter San Jose State. because of ovse ramewor i
darting down at one’s head.” what he had heard about it frem Mo Annsiiiid Pass Il
But sharks and huge sting-rays 5 one of its 1934 graduates, Willlam| 8T LOUIS. Jan. 26.—Eves tha$ ]
jalways circling the island gave the - | Jones, one of his teachers. seem ready to pop from their sockets .
‘boys their chief excitement when He stayed with the Itasca amonth. | have been successfully receded to
swimming or fishing, when it steamed almost all the Way | normal positions in a new operative
{ “Once two of us were out on a "7, |back fo Honolulu to take its place | method described tonight to the St,
raft we had made of the Amaranth i |85 one of the navy ships in the line | 1oui5 Medical society. 3
wreckags, when a school of these : ! fseb up along the China Clipper's| pr. Howard C. Naffziger, professoe
sting-rays or sea-bats attacked us. ! |route, in the transoceanic air Pro-|of surgery at the University of Calte 2
They are big. flat, lozenge-sheped ; |eram he has thus twice helped 10| formia related that abnormal pProe b
black fish with what, look like wings, ] trusion, known to the medical proe
| which taey flapped around us as ] fession as exophtaimus, frequently I
i they circled closer and closer to the wp A to Transfer became so agzravated as to effect i
raft. We had to kneel down and . '-h;“P.\:‘SI‘:m{h .
I hold on to it to keep {rom being ost of the cases on which he g
| thrown off, and certainly didn't get Mendocmo Crew performed operations were “encoure .
iback to shore any too soon to suit . | agingly successful”, he said. He il»
{us.” TO P ark P rOJectHusLmted his lecture with lanterms ¥
‘ WERE OWN DOCTORS. slides of patients who had undere 1
| Another of the youths, Daniel Bu_Associnted Press gone the treatment. -
| Toomey, had his hand bitten se- BERKELEY, Jan. 26—State| In the operation. entrance was ]
|verely by a shark. That was the Works Progress Administrator | made through the skull just back of b
only mishap of their stay, except Frank Y. McLaughlin informed the |the hairline, exposing the bony
\when one of them suffered sun- resettlement administration today ' framework of the eyesocket. Then
stroke. he had instructed District Director | part of the framework was removed, ’
| "What did we do? Oh, they left F. M. Holley at Santa Rosa to|reducing tension on the eye ball !
‘us a very complete first-aid outfit . |transfer 81 men from WPA road|caused br inflammatory swelling of !
iand a book of inctructions covering A work in Mendocino county to Men- |Surrounding tissue. 1
every type of accident and sickvess R - 4+ |docino Woodlands, the 6000-acre! After the operation, the eyeball
we might get.” - AR 2 3 national park gervice recreational|receded to a normal or near-normal
West's nearest approach to death ; project. position and normal or virtually
was when he was standinz in shal- George West, San Jose State college freshman (1), points This means the beginning of de- |normal eyesight was restored, the
lew water at dusk brushing his| on the globe to the mid-Pacific coral speck, Jarvis Isiand, |Y€lopment of the only such large surgeon said. s
teeth. . ' recreational area in California. one| e iy
“Suddenly two of the bovs who| Which he helped claim for Uncle Sam last summer, when | of two west of the Rockies. The Shepherd Dog Saves |
s H 3 2 “ - resettlement administration acquired | N .
for ;l:u'ee“ m:mh-. he lived in a paxr.olf trunks (2)‘ homf [the land and turned it over to the | Glr‘l, 3, From Fire
- . steading” the mid-oceon landing field for American air national park service for develop-| ST. JOSEPH, Mich., Jan. 26.--A
o clipper ships. Jarvis Island’s coral strand is shown (3) |ment | German shepherd doz saved three= |
c l ln Sh th I h £ the Barborl 4 It had been planned to employ | year-old Betty Jane Mason from
b wi e cutter Itasca at anchor off the harborless desert 500 men clearing land, building | her burning home todav. The child's
island where West and three other young Robinson Cru- S‘aﬂ.ﬁ. and constructing buildings in | mother, Mrs. Walter Mason, rescued
- - | an 4
PURE ANILLA soes were landed (4) with part-of their precious water l,;,‘,‘,;“{;;;‘? gﬁ?‘&f{?c": iifiﬁl‘:_!:r}?;?fl;&?ughm' Ceols. a.year sad
- ity dulical supply in the iron drums shown up the beach. The 1889 |tional park service has been :xmhlc! Firemen, hnndscﬂnm‘d by zero
reitains its decicate British beacon on the skyline was the island’s only feature mT‘}:Ll ;;12(&1(?::2:11;’?;3-;&’2} f:rlxlxs-' | :.x:'”:‘;;r n:rgl;"u.e. e
f](wgr D mn all until the lads built a house (5) from the wreckage of a :;; living in the J\::;ndncmo ar(‘;; 5 Mrs. Mason was wnr}king in the
p— : : . . McLaughlin su~gest it migzht itehen, and was nearly overcome
vessel in which they scarcheq for tre.asurc. One of their possible to obtain the 500 by in-|by smoke i rescuing the younger
FROZEN DESSERTS tents (6) was the meteorological station from which they cho.';ill:rmsm::? nau-n. ':«lthnnsz!: 1: g:’xtltn. Js;-.n \\';s aztr;m,':’:mz lne!;r;g
: " . w ssary to construct | y Jare when the dog emer
took hourly. read!ngs to ‘b"‘ld up data for Uncle Sam's camps for them in the recreational | from the smoke, pulling the chid
» ocean-spanning air captains. area itsell. by one arm.
e
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Lobster Hunting a Jarvis Island Custom

This Sport Comprised the Night
Life of George West and

Three Companions

George West, of Honolulu and now
at the University of Missouri, speaks
with mixed seriousness and humor of
the days he spent on Jarvis Island.
One of his favorile tales is about
what he and three companions, Dan
Toomey, Henry Ahia and Frank
Cockett, called their nizght life.

“It was a desert island. you
know,” George will teil you, “There
wasn't any night life there except
what we made for ourselves. The
reefs off the island were alive with
lobsters. One nhight we went down
to the shore about midnight and
found we could catch them easily.
They seemed to come out about that
time and we had a regular lobster
hunt, catching all we could carry.
By sor4 o'clock we got back home
and roasted the lobsters over a fire.
We zat there that night eating
fresh, juicy lobster till daylight. It
got to he a custom on the island.
That's what you call real night
life.”

But it was not all play for the

four bovs., They were there for a
purpese. Somebody had to get up

every morning at six o'clock to log
the weather. The way they worked
that, they had a boy for the week
and took turns. The one who had to
get up early, also had to cook break-
fast for the rest and wash dishes.
“Three weeks out of four we lived a
life of ease,” George says.

One is inclined to doubt that on
hearing all the things George really
did do. The four of them had to
build a landing field for future air
travel. That, however, was not the
job it sounds at first. Jarvis Island
is a flat, sandy place, without any

elevation, or other growth than a
little grass and one sickly palm
tree. Buiiding the field amounted

to little more than filling in rough
places and generally smoothing the
surface,

We couldn't keep that up all day,
though,” sgays George. ‘“During the
day it got extremely hot end humid
and we used to find something easier
to do. The first fc“ weeks the heat
really oppressed us.’

The work was done early or late
in the day. Thev had bocks and
could read In the shade of their
tents. Later they had a house.

There was an old wreck cn the
north end of the island,” George
save. “and one day we decided to
build a house out of it. It was hard
work getting the planks together
and hauled across the island, but we
had lots of time and four strong
pairs of hands. Things went along
fine till we came to the roof. No-
bedy had thought of the roof t!i
we zot to it and fuund that there
was nothing to make it out of. We
tried grass, but that was no good.
Finally we hit on the idea of usiny
some olled paper that wes with our

supplies, ‘That worked fine. It kept
I.Ancl\' per cent of the rain out of
the house until one day & hurricane
and a flood came. It rained thir-
teen inches in five minutes, blew all
the tents down and washed the rool
off the house.”

That was not the on!y construct-
fve idea they had., They decided they

neededagymnssiumsoﬂ:eymnde: ! Lt Ly Y ne

“ Ao

it onto the side of the house and
equipped it with parallel bars, a
fighting ring and everything a gym-
nasium needs. They also butlt paths
and plented a garden, but nothing
grew in the garden except some very
tough and hollow radishes,

“yYou see, we did all these things
te keep busy and to avoid getting
lonely,” George said, “There were
just the four of us on an island a
little over a mile square, and some-
times the solitude became very great.”

One day a huge turtle invaded the
island. Thev found its tracks where
it had laid eggs in the warm sand
on the center of the island. The
boys followed the tracks until they
came to the turtle, which weighed
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Above: The only tree on Jarvis Island and one of the 600.000 birds. Otherwise this scenery is typical
of the island. Below: A boatload landing on the island. The best days for the boys were when ships
came to the island bearing letters from home, diiferent people to falk fo and new buoks to read. The
tower in the background is an old lookout surviving from the guano days.

about five hundred pounds. After] The “We
getting it turned over on its backlghen lines. That wouldnt have been any
they were able to kill it, and after Ilcxr ook, |iChere oo toa) mate. TIsh
that had turtle soup and turtle beef.| " SpoLt. here were oo many 1S,
That is what George calls it. He wh as | We used steel spears ana dove under
says it tastes just like cattle beef,|the boat that bore the brunt of the water near where we knew the
50 whyv not call it beef? ; ) S fish were and spearcd them. That
50 why not call it beel? the search for Amelia Earhart last| ... . jot more sport a ’ Tiat
And then onc day Henry Ahia be- ) was a Jot more sport and lun e
Faedoind v . summer off Howland Island when |only thing was, we had to watch
came ili. His temperuture weni up R s WD, 2 s
to 105 and staved there for a week <he was lost on her round-the-world fout for sharks. They were thick
“We were really scared,” Gr‘or"; flicht. A ship meant letters from |and added to the excitement.
says. “There was a first aid and |home, different people to talk to,| «we fished for them with a hovk
medical kit with our equipment, but | P€Ws from the 0“';‘1‘"3 world, sUp-|and line. The idez wes to see \'ho
we had no idea what was the mat- | blics, und new books to read. comld cateh the largest shark, Ve
ter with Henry or what to do for Jarvis is a fisherman's paradise. | hung their jaw bones up over Lhe
him. There was absolutely no way|To put it in Grorges own words: | doors to the tents and whenever @
to send for help. We just had to “The {ishine is the best there I |bigeer one than before was caught,
wait and hope for the best. After a |have ever seen any where. There are Lus jaw bone was hung up in place
bie and little fish and tish of every Jof a smalier one, We caught some
color of the rainbow.

best days they knew were didn't fish with hooks and
a ship came to the island.
supply ship was the Itasca

, it is intcresting to note,
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week he got well and ‘we were all
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