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Mrs.   U.   A.  Young,   President
Florida  Ijandscape  Critics'' Council,  Liaison
505  Royal  Palm  Way
Tampa,   Fla.      33609
Dear  Mrs.  Young:

-SUBFE3E&.F#i#TE#£N:tA#ING
UPPER   KEYS   GARDEN   CLUB

I  have  reviewed  this  Upper  Keys  Garden  Club  project
personall`y3     inspecting  the  pictures  before  hand  and  their
landscape  design  layout.    I  have  also  visited  the  finished
project  of  the  Upper  Keys  Government  Center  on  Plantation
Key.

It  is  functional  and  useful.    This  is  a  splendid  ex-
ample  of  how  proper  landscaping  can  enhance  the  attractive-
ness  of  public  buildings,  small  triangles,  ovals,  parks,
recreation  areas,  as  well  as  streets  and  boulevards  in  neiJ
subdivisions  outside  city  oimits.

The  proper  placement  of  plants  and  shrubs  by  the  Club
will  not  make  for  traffic  hazards.    Native  trees  and  plant-
ings  are  a  wise  choice  and  afford  ease  of  maintenance.    The
Garden  Club will  see  to  overall  care  by  enlisting  aid  from
other  groups.

Upper  Keys  Garden  Club  sets  a  good  example  of  civic
pride  through  their  own  efforts  and  willingness  to  do  and
share ,

A  worthy  project,   deserving  of  a  high  Award!

Sincerely,,,,.}

£#i224~#if2iir
Mrs.  George  M.  Pullias
Landscape  Critic
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iI?per  ?.eps  C-arden  Club      +
¥airernier,  Florida    33070  `  ,

Fo  lthom  It   May`Con6®rtn:I I,

deriter

/,,?'faEs  `  „ Plantdtion`:Gobe±m6ht

•,  -plantdtio
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As  a  Landscape  Arohiteot  arid  a  member  of  the  Aine±idtan  'Institute
af  I,andscape  Architects,   I  have  been  asked  to  evaluate  the ,
landscape  installation  at  the   subjeot  comp|exp    t`'  `   i    ,`      I

(,\,\.-,                    \'               ,/                                                       I

rae  open  areas  betwe`en  th®  buildings\ :ind  adjacent tto'  the  barking
is  part  of  the  entry`to `'the\`Goverrment,tcentep;`;,t,  Ih,is  'is  nieely
laid  out,  preserving  the  'existing  bpe@s  and  ,qsiing  small'  gcale
flotFering  trees  to  highlight  tbis  interestin8\tialkway.    Planting
is  snail  but  mostly  of  native  variety  and  iq  plants.a  in  Sueh  a'H         ,,,,,   `                        _    JIL  _¢   __  _'Ex|`stihg  native

h9  buildings.

and:'a±®  nioely

ofteri`

bacaled  as  these   dpeas   slope  up  to  tb®' ent;ryL'or  ,f,1pdir :elevation.
EL8  is  done  witb` @ow  ground  covers,   pypp®s8''\ dowels,   boulders,
ana  Eigblighted  by  tbe,qse,  of  Brassaia  Apbo9ola,\a8~,a'baek'  ground.

-,'1

ace  one  is  on  `theLuppei  oi  floor  lavel  y'ou ,iinm9diatel'J  +lew  a
sij[nL'en  boulder  roGk'gard6n  bordered\,by  a  "ood ,boardwalkt  I   This     \
8pea  features  thpee   small  Qascading  waterl<+falls`  on  diff'epent
levels  iiiLth  native  f6png  Philodendron  arid  other  t;r6pidals  that
tolerate  the  shade.   'It  is  quite  uniqtiehin  thq,,tretatmerit  of  this
greg  and  the  light Lsound  i'of  the~ w&tep\  coming  ovep' thie` "atprfalls
is  quite  a  pelaxing`atmosphere  when  Visiting  this \centep.:

\                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   \     ,`i

The  18±ascaping  is  nicely  designed  ,ind  i;' qefinitely ,&` cr6,dit  to
I:h+e  entire  area  and  the  citlz®ns  of  Monroe  County\t

n

trees  provide  shade  to  the  parking  and  s
I

Tco  areas  are  under 'the  orierriang  or, roof

I sip,early?
-£der£€.{

DFZB/kl
Landscape   Archit`e'ots\l`',
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ORY    BEGI.Ijs...

area?

In    September,1979,    the   .`1onroe    County   Board   of   Com-
missioners    contacted   i.Jlrs.    Bett..v   Wilson,    Presi.dent   of   the
Upper    Keys    Garden    Club:    would    the    Club    be    interested    1.n    a
landscaping   project   at   the   new   Government   Center   on    Plan-
tation   Key?

We   camel-we    looked--would    the   membe;ship   be   able   to
transform   a   dead-grass    sunken   garden   and   a   coral    rock   ex-
panse   Of    earth    into    an    attractivp_    a`;a_ra+^hili.n^    -.-.--. 1-.ctive,    eye-ca_tching   inviting

I,I.tell.     it    was
S o  i nL±o b e r  a 1 i
ber    Club
Commi ssion   at
Marker   9

DT`o      BELOW)

Our   thirty   year   old   Club   has    been    in`voTved    i.n,several
landscap.ing   projects   at   schools   and    public   buildings    through
the  years.

So   we   said   "Yes",    after   the   details   were   explained:

I)    The    Public    Works    Dept.    of   the    County   would    be    doing
the   labo\r,    (That   turned   out   to   be   an   exagerationj)

2}    $3500   was    the   amount   stipulated,    but   more   funds
W0uld    be    made    availahla        /¢t:nn^    _jj_.-.I      r  --.-  v--?      wu  I.     iJful  a      I  urlus

made   aval.Table.     ($5000    addi.tional    was    allowed   at
emb+er     18+.h     r:nmmi.cci^n    m^^-L..__     \r    18th    Commission   meatih;:i

:S-e:°y#:yn`¥°¥|gcm:I:fat.n._I_P:   areg.after   planting

the   Sep

was   complete.    (ASTof   this   d';te':J*er+I;   ;i;?ia;aL;:.r?;;F;'ng

So   n6w   we  +had   a    real    job   before   us--what   to   do    first?
Study   the   areas\,''photograph    them,    measure   aH    the   space   to
be     planted  ,     and     decide    I,di,7HO.  .  .'!\'HAT.  .  .WHE,hJ.  .  .WHERE.  .  ®H0lr^j.  .  .

So   what   was    there?      A   300   foot   mall,    a    220   foot   hill-
side   entry   up   to   the   first   level,   a   24   x   30   foot   sunken
garden,    and   a    building   entrance    from   Hi.gh    Point   Road.
(All    uninv..ting,    dulL    and   plant-less,    we   might   add|



Cqrmittee  lie-bers   began   their   tasks   after   determining
tbBtt  thMle   plan   should.

"HI   Utilize   native   trees   and   shrubs    in   the   mall,   using
"enlii  mafinted,alice   plamtings   for   texture   and   color   harmony.

2n`   Control   foiot   traffi-c   maki.ng   easy   access   to  `a_1l    of
mMe  biulildings   fro-the   parking   area,   using   curving   sl.de-
nra"kLs   amid   r.unps   for   the   handl.capped

fimg.  #  :I:::i::n:::v:::::ni:gs:::,n:::i:y
old   `zoning    bui.ld-

flE    Partially   screen    the   mall    frbin   thJ{e   baJ`r'king    ar5a„   `

5}   Screen   fro-view   the   unsightly   road   equipment   stored
•c  tLHe  end  of  the  lall .

6}   Last,   but   not   least,    take   this   dell.ghtful    opportun-
fitF  to  carry  out  the PLANT   GOLD    theme    of    the    Florida    State
IT'etleITati®n   of   Garden   Clubs    golden   anniversary.

in,th   ju"st   the   right   ti.me,    the   M.onroe   County   Ag`ent,    Ray   Zer`ba,
9."ve  a   course   in   Landscape   Design   for   the   Florida    Keys,    and
mffmie   ®f   ®.r   club   members    received   one  -credl.t   f,ron   the\Uni-
uiemsfity   ®f   Florida   for   taki.ng   the   course.

"e   final   plans   were   drafted,   presented   to   the   County
Cr,omission.   accepted   unanimously,    and   so    in   Mart.h,1980S
ilre  mere  on   our   way!

I-=:_` .-.-.- a].   E._-autific.ltion   Committee

Eissioner  Hi`rnande::   and   seconded  by  Commissioner  Dolezal   to

refer  this  r`atter  to  the   Interim  County  Administrator  for

in'..estigation  and  a  full   report.     Motion  carried  unanimously

Commissioner  Kerr  was   to  discuss   fuel   for  County

Government.     This  matter  was  withdrawn   from  the  agenda.

Chairman   Schloesser  made  a  motion  which  was   secon-
1

ded  by  Commissioner  Hernandez   to  designate   the  Upper  Keys

Garden  Club  as  the   agency  responsible  for  the 1andscaping  for

the  Upper  Keys   Governmental  Center  and `authorizing  the, use

of  County  personnel   and  equipment  for  this  purpose.     Motion

carried  unanimously.
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