Our Stony Begins

Carly in 1981, when the Flonida Keys Aqueduct Authonity starnted the constwuction
of a lange new pipeline system, neplacing the antiquated (4" pipeline, munning doun faom
Dade County, to Key West,,.The pipeline (ompany was trenching through, and destroying oun
beautiful native trees, in its path. (veryone living on the Keys, was in an uproar over
the aituation,

The president of the Upper Keys Ganden (lub, suggested to the membens, that nather
than 2o fight, .and obstruct work, that we should try to meet with the fngineers of 0.0.7.
Aqueduct Authonity and the pipleline management, and wonk out a solution.

 An apmintment was amranged with these men, and it was suggested that there would

be about three months time, to noot-prune the Memonigl trees, in the median strip through
Taveanien, (Mile Munken 93 2o 91). Furnthermone, they agreed to try %o work amound other

existing rees,
This group of engineers, and the pipeline company, asked for a name of a nurseny-
man, who could handle the job,of root-puuning, and then later potting the trees and holding

them, until they could be ne-planted, Jerny Droney, was secuned, and began work immediately
The officens of the Upper Keys Ganden Aub, mil/eed the two miles, listing and counting

the trees, to be nemoved, and the Pipeline (0. #ook M photos of the entire sinip.

1t was furthen guarenteed, thot the fine stand of southern grass in the median, would be

replaced, through Tavernienr,

In March of 1982, the pipeline company, Botunco and McPhail, called to say that thein
onk was finished and they had vidio taped the finished landscaphig, lso that they needed
he approval of our Ganden (lub, to finalize the project. (ould I call a meeting?

Boand members of our Ganden Club wene invited, as well as several members of civie
@éam’.;atz‘.cna in Tavernier, "lso attending were Jerry Droney (the Weftymn} and Dale
[ildsin, who ouned a landscape architecture firm in Tavernier. The video tape wns viewed
00\ suggestions wene made by the mixed group. See enclosed letten from Botunco-McPhail,

That is how the beautification project fon the Upper Keys began, and has been in a

continuing state, since that time,



Our Stony continues
In late 1982, Mayon Ken Sonenson, the county commissioner representing the Upper Keyo
urged the commission to set aside $10,000,00 fon Phase 1 of Highway Beautification, and
said that he would chair a comittee to handle the pwject. So that as people enter the
Keys from Mile Manker 105 on the nonth, be wuld begin a journey en a scenic highwmy, of
not only the ocean on the east, and the Bay of Flonida and Gulf of Mexico on the west, but
we would have native, and exotic trees thwoughout the entire atip of the Overseas High-

waife "

/)

Mayon onenson called a meeting, with nepresentatives of 0.0.7., FL. Keys Agueduct
Authonity, Monroe (ounty Roads Dept, and others, %o clean all of the permits nequinred
for this large undentaking of thinteen(13) miles of scenic highway.

A member of our club, District FFGC X1, Roadside Development (hairman, was called
about the mroject, and she suggested that we have the County Extension Agent, Janei Bunch,
apeat to the club, at the next meeting, and explain the plans, Also it wauld be a good
idea, to include Jale Paldvins firm, and have them bring the new landacaping plans, for
these first (3 miles of Phase I. Perhaps our (lidh could donate maney o help on trees,
and have them, beautify the median strip in front of our clubhouse, which we had been
taying for years, to get D.0.7. pennission & accomplish,

Immediately following the presentation, that day, oun club, donated 8500,00 from its
treasuny (i unma&mw:ly}, plus there was $205,00 donated by individual members of the club
as memonial trees fon loved ones,

This stanted the ball rolling, and many civic erganizations joined in the cause.
Bids went out to nursenymen on the Keys for the list of trees, over §6,700. wonth of
healthy 12’ sdock. Other menies wene apent ddn 20il, and otaking., Holes werne augened,
in the bed-nock, and everything was g0 «es.euntil D.0.7. engineers and planners found
Mﬁeyhadéeenudn,anoutdateddetafpwu, and. when the 4-lane highway had been
videned, it did not leave the 60' of median width requined, fon planting trees, with
Frunkes that would grow over 4" in diametenr, (safety ;actzm).
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Sy here we wene with thousands of dollans of healthy trees in pota. (ounty work-

jien. and. machineny alneady in action, and many pages of lanclncam, designs to be scrappad.
see lettens from FFG( y
nd Governor Graham, and anticles.

Many pélitical forces went into action at that peint, and C}uzuzmn Senenson was en
an extended vacations....but D.0.T. helf fast to their rules. Finally an agreement was
reached with 0.0.7., Governon Grahan, and Mayer Sonenson: that D.0.T. would replace the
amount apent on the trees Hus fan, and. as soon as a landscaping plan for low shuibbery

 could be amproved, wonk could begin again.  (See anticle) sl

Evernyone complied and Linally in August 1985, the shubbery designs, approved, and
phinting began. Phase I is completed.

The Monnoe (ounty Beautification (ommittee, appointed 6; the muniy comnissbensps,
was asked by 0.0.7. to cwordinate all ddndscaping plans aleng the Overseas Highway.

Tuww members of this committee, ane members o/ the Upper Keys Ganden Club. Mg/w.y Evalyn
Walll, who has served on the Beautification committee for five years, and Petty Wilson
District XII FFgC Roadside Development (hairman,

Wonk has been going on fon years, on trying to get a monatonium on ner bi Uéaaaa’A
and finally in I985, get the approval of the Lounty (ommissioners, In the meantime
the members of the committee, did a sunvey of all of #he sign boards on theK eys, and
tound all of them unlicensed for several years. New a D.0. 7. nepresentative from Miami,
Lo checking the illegal aigns, once eveny tw weeks, and posting notices %o have the aign.
removed,

The 86,734.00 #that was given by the state to neplace the trees already purchased,
was apent fon shuubbery, but the trees then, were given to the Monroe County Beautificaits+
(ommittee to distribute, along all of the Keys, in designated spots.

Cane of the new plantings is being handled by the (ounty Won'man, such as watering
trucks, at each site,

The volue of such a project is immeasunable.




