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h Laptuin Karl Squires and his car we
notored to the Test Coust and visite! again the shell
heap at Gordon s .river ncar saples in Colliesr county. ‘7o
werc prepared to bring back many artifacts and we were not
disapnointed., This heap ut one tine accoriling to tulcs
told by the nutives covered an arca of at leust ten ucre
an'l ab. the deepest point the ghell is approximoetely cight
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foot in duopthe (e will muke accurate measurements oand
thotogruaphs of this mound at ¢ later dotes.) Between the h

stratas of ghell are found strutas of hluck dirt and

ask in which cun be found muny fine specinmens of tools of
door bone, Many unusual designs on the potsherds urked
this mound as of particuler interest. e found nuny of

the pobtsherds smearcd without design with yellow and red
paint. & ver; good conch shell dipper was found as well

as dezons of artifucts in shell such as sgcrapers in the
preparing of hides and skins. It is necessary to wade in
tide wvater almost to the Imoes bocause of the extensive
houling away of this shell in former years for maintenance
on county rouads. This heap is merely a shell of its former
self but still with a great omount of deposit there of
gxtremns interest, The pottery desisns ore of unusuul

| interest. Also the fact that such a large former habitation
at thls dute shows no evidencc within a mile or more,nf a
burial mound. There is a turial across the Gordon's river
howaver, visitod Dy Dr ¥ W Stirling and nmysclf XxEkxzrzz
thig year. This buriel mound is located on the western tip
of a lomg range of sunddune. The sand for the mound was
taken from the Adune itsclf uand the cuvity is still evidoent,.
Digging . nerc on a pravious dote I located several burials
and muadf 1ittle atbenpt ot that timef to remove them as
the roiny scason wus on unid the bones were water soaled as

well as -the sand. *wo skulls howevsr werc brought back

to fiwmi at that time;both of them so filled with the roots of
g:rub palmatto that it wus only with the greatest of difficultr
thut they could be saved for exhinition,

o saangrove is growving abund ntly north of

the Gordon river mound and there is a possibility that
s urizl mound may be located somewhere in this growth which
now extends from the highwoay to the river, laybe this
could hDe—lecsted from the-air-as the mengreve-thigket is - —-
almoat inpenetrable,

A . ; aany interesting sca sfells are found in
the Gordon's river -ound. _
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Sunda; duly 1 1934

Attenpting to locate a mound in the JEvergludes

areas west of ruHHpsamHo Captain Xarl ®guires of liiami

and the writer noticing a change in the vegetation
stopped our car and éwdﬁ a scroecn and shovel irmediately
uncarthed several potsherds,t.ny of unique Acsigns,hwre-
tofore unknown to the iiami area. Little work was done.this
Qm% as we had dw.dauca many "iles searching for a mound
which none of the nutives scened to know rmch about although
most of throm had heard of it. After OOHdaowam several. more
potsherds from the surface we determined to come huck
to tinils section July 4,which we did, This wus found %z on
soutin line of Bect bo..mw... 41 about one qurater “ille fron
corner of section,

“ednesday July 4 1934

Prepared to excuvabte quite extens H<3H4 at
the same site as discovercd on last Sunday we soon attacked
the mound which was only ahout one and a JLHW feot sdodo
the surface, The modomswdm reveuled an undsual strata; the
entire site scomed to be compesed of =iinute particles.of
honcg of fish, birds und deer. Small bits of skulls of
possurs and ooosm and nany GOﬁcwowﬂm. A mgo<od fukl of
materisl would ooJﬁ in almost 80 5 this dobe debris. o
indications »f humun burials and 1ittle except potsherds
ag evidance of er n oceupancy except for the refuse of
bones,ctc, It could be possible from the location that
the Iadians on the coust used this "cunmp" as .a half-way
or over night rendczvous on their muny hunting trips into
the IEvcrgladces. This would account for the broken bits of
pottery as thsy probably brought their womén that far to
take carc of the skinning of the gume brought buack by
the hunters und food was : prepured thcre over a périod of
years. This also would ag¢eount for the ﬁLOcachc no. other
artifacts usually found in the kitchen mid ‘ensg were un

carthed hiere, : .
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Sunday July 8 1934

Looking ‘or a round which Squires and I had
neard was near the WHHH@&O&QGMF light house, we met the
bridge tender near the inlet at Pompano and he informed us
that bones of men had been unsarthed near there but he was
sure they were white men'becausc the bones wera whited Te
searched the vicinity ond met a Mr West a taxidermist who
showed us o sand mound nesr Pompano which it was said cone-

tained many skeletons. The mound is approximately ecight
feet nigh and 60, feet 'in diameter und circular in shape., Ve ..
look into wﬁpm ?oa@.wﬂda - a8 West wanted us at that time to
20 with him to a shell Smmv north of Boca ‘“*aton at Yamato. ..
:o located where this 'heap once was and discovered that it ”
had been entirely leveled by highway builders but upon
searching in the sgpoll dﬂur of a2 cznal which runs through
the eastern end of the sncient pile we found seven celts of
conch shell, beautifully made and much more work was shown
than on any wwgdwocm wu:nm we had made on the east coast of
Florida, The points werec. straight instead of the usua
roundsed edges of the celts Tound farther south and on .

the wset ccast in Collier county. We wosbm absolutsly mo
other evidence of early hebitation : no potsherds-nothinge.

)

»
West told us that he believed that thousands of these celts

had been found there. Gates a reulator living neur there
sald later that he himself had picled up as many as twenty
2 day when he would visit the Boﬁﬁm.

The ignoraice of the nativss in this section
regarding ths earlisr races who cnce lived in this section
is emazing- consider tho bridge tender who has lived here .
for 22 years and he knew nothing but that some white (bleached
bones were found near thsre and he ﬁwaunwau that they were
of white people. Do Focu: suppose that he believes that nagroes’
have dkmow bones? While m:mmmnsm in a mound at Gordonts
river in Collier county recently we enquired of a native if he
knew of any Indian mounds in that mQOcHoﬁ snd he Hmﬁwcwca
" I have never heerd of any." And he wes standing in that
zhell heap nsar Naplea 2t the time,
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Sunday July 15 1934

: Hearing ofthe finding of a conch shdll hoe or
madidock on an island near Fulford , Captain Karl Squires
picked up two men who had previously promised to direct us
to the spot, early in the morning and armed with a stout
machete we boarded a small skiff boat and rowed approximately
1000 feet from the first bridge east of Fulford to the
northward and with the machete Squires cut a way through the
dense mangrove thicket which surrounds the island an?d we
were able to wade ashore, The land began to riise immediately
from the snore lime on the west side of the island and .
we cut our way through to the highest point which was ap-
proximately five feet above the shore line, At the first
shovel of dAlrt thrown into the quarter inch screen we found
several potsherds of extremely hard material, Several
rleces of rim were found. We dug to the rock (18 to 24 inches
below surface) in five different locations on the ‘island.
and in every lnstance we found evidences of habitation;-.such
as are usually found , potsherds, bones of fish and birds,etc.
On the eastern shore the rock formation was very interesting
and 1t appesrs that there was a spring here at one time. The
rocks were of unigue shape and we could not discover whether
there was human work on them or merely the effects of
erosion made the ofid shapes, This area ‘is worthy of mach
nore study. Very few people nave visited this place because. of
its almost inaccessibility.

We also visited au island tc the msouth of the
bridge just mentlioned, hearing that hones had boen taken fron
there fifteen or more years ago but we could find nothing ‘but
trouble. “ere it was that Squires was attacked hy five - =
indignant wasps and I had the misfortune to step upon a
rusty old naill which was in a plank buried for many years
under. two or three ianches of leaf mold. There was a fertilizer
factory on this island many years ago ,1t was learned. I.do
not believe that there is anything of interest on this 1gland,

Lo
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Sunday 22 1934

ters A

; Fith a r Yates a resl estaute aun who llves at
Boca Haton, Captain Squires und I visited a large cercnonial
nound north of Yamato; a high white sand mound approximately
25 feet in height and covering nearly two acres. Sand had
been hauled away from here for years and there was no
evidenge of artifacts or bleached hones and the natives huod
never heard of any finds here. We ¢mmuxnmmimd journcyed back
over an old shell road to the old shell mound at Yamato
which has been leveled for many years,the shell being
‘used for highways and on & spoil bank where a canzl had
been dredged we picked up three conch shell celts of the
straight edge LtLype usualiy found in this section., lr Gates
told of' a burial mound =outh of Boca Raton inlet and we
discovered this after some 1little exploration through what is
-kmown loccally as the tiungle trail' near the cabanas., & cone
shaped burial of white heach sand neer a larges rubber tree on
:the scuthern tip of what appeared to be an old hahitation.
Several potsherds were picked up and a little delving in the
- earth revealed bits of deer bone, shark's vertebrae,ctc.
Evidence of early excavation was secen and Gates saild that he
himself had taken several skeletons from the mound here, He
gave us the skull and mandible of one of them taken in 1926-7;
it was noted that two holes were in the frontal areas of the
skull and Gates said that all the skulls were so drilled; this
of course must be discounted. The habitation and burisl mound
together 1s approxinmetely oune hundred feet across et the
longest part. >

After letting Gates out at his home in
Boca Raton, where he also has a resl estate office, Captain
Squires and I visited a turial mound which we had previously -
located near Pompano ,In fact it is within the old town
linits of Pompano and the site is at present in possession
of the town. “ere is s sand mound in which we unearthed
several human vertebraes, two femurs and portions of skull,
snd a hit of pelvis. This mound had been entered several
Jmaonths before, we learned by worlmen in mosguito control
‘werk and several burials disturbed and then re-buried, This
rmound 1s approximately eight feet in height and possibly
sizty feet in diameter, snd almoest circular in shape, Ve @ ...
looked for tho habitation area and while we did not discover
any villsge site we found evidence of early habitation in
potsherds, old bits of conch shell, celts,etc.in an area
covering nearly a half mile both north and south of the
burial wmound and one particularly fine specimen of conch
adze near the bank of a atream nearly a hnlf mile from the
nound. Digging near the mound we unearthed within a foot :
of the surface, several large conch shells, sherk vertebrase,
potsherds, bones of sea turtle and bones of many fish and
wading birds includiag Tteuks which appeared to have had !

some work., We will 'visit this area sgain when the mdéswuitoes

.are less unfriendly, . xﬂWfk(T[)\[[>!fr
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Sunday July 29 1934 )

. Heu 'ing of a rmound. on. the Beuch near the
inlat: north of Pulm Beach, Captn, Karl Squires and I
mud? the trip to the inleét and approximately one half
rile south of the inlet on the Lake %Worth side - we
found where workmen had madd an excavation while
constructing a dwelling house and here and in refuse
which the workmea had collected in clearing the ground
we discovered several potsherds and stones of foreign
composition which we thoaught showed evidence of work,

#e screeraed with a half inch sereen scvairal shovels

full of earth in different locations around the house

and found bits of deer bone, bones of herons etc as

well as vertibrae of sharks. This showed habitation

by the early Calusas., The mound itself had been pretiy
well leveled by workmen. We were told of a burial mound of
sand approximately 200 feet north east of this point but

~ -a thorough examination could discover no trace; a citrus
- - grove had be:n planted here, Word was recceived here from a

native telling of a shell heap on the other side ofthe
lake und we traveled around by West Palm Beach and a half
mile from the north boundary of the city over near the
lake shore we found the remains of a vast shell heap which

| we estimated was seven feet above the surface of the lale

at high tide. Ve spont about an hour here mﬁﬂ.wocda on
the surface scores of potsherds, a stons pendent, &

-eonch hoe or maddock, the best specimen of conch drinking

‘cup I have ever seen showing the mark of the grinding
- tool where it was used to break the edgss of the cup. The

cup was much wern and showed usage. This heap was ap-
proximately 400 feet-long(stepped off) and possibly from
35 to fifty feet wide., Two streams in earlier days seemed
to have passed through this heap. %e spent little time
locking for the burial mound but belleve that we located
t due west of the centre of the shell heap. This area

we believe will prove very productive, -
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Sunday auge b 1934

e

_ Iith CmUcLHw Karl Squires I visited the rmound
8t 4HpmmaH ‘harrrock in the N } Sec 2- Twp 54 R. 40 north of
Flaglor street in Miami. This mound is in a dense hamiock
growthh and 4 pears to have becn dug completely through and
screeried all except a smuall bit under a-large rubber tree. Ve
unearthed a few fragments of human skeletal material but of
"1ittle'worth. The mound was possibly 100 feet fmm in diancter
and ‘pomposed entirely of black ha mock loan. We found natural
rock uta depth of abhout three fect. We were told that aquite
a pﬂd@md of flint arrow heads had been takcen from this mound as
well as modmdaw celts of shell,

b Later in the Lbrmwmoos we visited a riound omne
AHH@ 506&? of the Tropical radio station et Opakocka, In Sec
5, SV &+ Twp 52 R.41. It is a large midden m@whOMHﬂmﬁowﬂ 150
feeot d% 128 and about four feet above the level of the surrounding
pxarxir ‘prairie. We dug with our trowels for just a few ninutes
and unearthed several bits of old pottery of different desigrs,
sharks \vertebrae #hd other fish and dwﬁr bones. This mound has
never be¢n entered and I expect to see the local FERA about
working-in it for a week or two.- This mound is practically
threo: mm miles scutll of - the nound west of Hallandale and  a
straight line through these two == sites and eight miles mocdw
we find. rbc ﬁwﬁmmaw mound o
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‘Sunday Auge 26- Levsking back ever these netes yeu will

find where Capt. Squires and I visited a meund west ef
Hallandale in Breward ceunty and we presumed that this meund
was used enly as w cumip while on hunts for gams in the 'Glades,
ﬁoa,mpwwmwmm@ with this explaination we again visited this
meund en this date und feund that whet we had at first theught
was buse reck was In reality a sert ef hard pan that ceuld be
breoken with a hand axe., This hard pan is 2t a2 depth ef =areund
16 inches and teday we psnstrated this strata with seme
difficulty and in ene¢ shovel-full ef debrls taken fre, BELOW
the hard pan we feund a beauiifully turned needle sf desr bene,
a sharkts teeth with a2 hels in it which appeared te be cut

in rather than drilled as were all eothers feund in Dade ceunty.
Several peints highly.pelished were found in this same shevel
full and a des¢r bene arrew head alse highly peilished with the
tip burned and hardened. . On the surface mear this hele I
picked up a glass bead (rather lurge) ef blue glass and very
inexpoertly cut er mslded. This meund has wenderful pessibilities,
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Sunday Sept, 2~ After censiderable delay we visited

the irch Creek sectlen 1n search of an Indian weund near

the Natural bridge en the eld Dixic Highway nerth of Miami.
With Capt Squires we stepped at Ratural bridge and finding

that there was a heuse which served beer ta picaic parties

near where wo theught the mound ts be we did net emquire

but rather advanced alens amd abeut 150 feet frem the highway
we discevered many pisces ef cench uand ether marima shall

mixéd with the earth and back ef the heuse the land cppeared te
ralsc a bit and upsn cleser examination we found pstsherds

and after absut fiftaen minutes ef intense search en the surface
we cellected fiiftesn whele and brekem celts of shell, seme of
them of entirely different shape than any we had feurd in

Dade ceunty. Alse threse shell hees er axes and three shell

azxes er temakawks. All these were feund em ths surface and we
did ne excavating because ef the fear ef a oweﬁ@ celliecting
and we Adid net want them te knew that this wss a village site,
At the pump In the back yard I picked up the Hm&moun sherd
which had besn kicked areund presumably fer years, This is
undeubtedly a rich site fer specimems and steps have been :

taken te got im teuch with the ewners with the idea in mimd that
we may fence the meund and keep trespassers eff while we level
it. The site 1s abeut 300 feet leng and voumwvww 150 feet wide
lying nerth and seuth frem the creek bamk en the .nerth side.

The highest part ef the meund 1s prebably three feet abeve the

surreunding ter:raim



MIAMI FLORIDA
August 16t
: 1934

Dear Matt:

You didntt tell me whether you received the photos I

sent you or not; I hope that you did. We are shut down again until
September lst.; no money. They tell me that I can start up again

at that time. Can you tell me if the Smithsonian will open up - ,
€=h in the same manner as they did last winter when the winter .
schedule 1s in force again., You see this 1s Emergency relief durin
the summer but a program such as we had last winter will go into £43

effect again Sept. 1lst., I wish you would let me know if possible.
About the middle of September I will go on Green Fruit inspection

for the State which will last until Dec, 1lst.; then the Racing = &

conmission job if my political tpull' is still strong enough; but -
if you are goling to work in Florida -I want to be with you even if
it 1s less monsy. I have gone terribly in the hole here bscause

of these periodicsl *shut downs! and owe the Hotel plenty. I will

work three weeks and then shut down two or three., They are paying .

me but $30 per week, But I am glad to get it nevertheless,

Captain Squires and T have been making quite a survey of
this south Florida area; he is an engineer and has all the ine-
struments necessary; we have made quite a number of levels on the
Miami Besch mound and will make you a contour map of it. I dug up
most of the street which ran through the burial but found that
the steai roller which was used broke all the skeletal material
in small bits; all excapt one skull down in the bottom in the
creek bottom marl which has hardened into stone. There are three -
distinct stratas in this mound. The lowest strata is beach ssnd and
you can see where it was covered with creek bottom clay-marl almost
six Inches thick on an average; then higher a sandy loam with
quite a nunmber of burials and then more ssnd with burisls and
next to the road a darker sand, Old-timers tell me that this mound
was at least three feet higher before they leveled it for the
road and over two hundred burials were taken from the top in 1923
when the road was put in, I suppose that Gene told you that vandals -
had broken or stolen all the skeletal material we excavated during “+
the time he was In charge; there were approximstely 50 skulls and s
many long bones, B i

qoa%WOQGQOﬁHoonOWbOﬂiopwoﬂowrnumowawouopowuwH.
give no one the location but every day some one digs in it after
we leave and I can not catch them, I am afraid that after I leave . =
they will screen more out of thd midden section. This area is much

richer than we had supposed and Captain Squires promised that if you '’
would write him a letter which would show that he had some suthority
from the Smithsonian, he would endeavor to keep the mmateur oF
srcheologists snd pothundlers away. Of course he expects no pay iy
but wishes to represent you if possible until some one in authority -

xxt arrives to carry on the work. I think this would be an excellent

o
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M W Stirling, chilef
Bureau ef Ethnelegy
WASHINGTON

Dear Matt:

Want te thank yeu fer the meney yeu sent me; I-
weuld net have wired yeu but my wife was dewn in bed apﬁw the
dengue fever and Laber day helidays were upen me and I neseded
meney badly. Thanks again, .

Will send yeu what I have cellected fer yeu tha

latter part ef the week. Yeu realize that I have net been

werking regularly since I started and have had but a few
weeks at the mest and have had te make a cellectien ef the
atuff fer the Keglenal directer ( Mr Green) fer exhibitien

of what he has dene fer us, and all that sert ef thing. Of
ceurse I gave him enly secend rate stuff but it cuts dewn the
bulk which I wished te send yeu. I have seme very nice

specimens fer yeu hewsver and I knew they will interest yeu.
When Gene left he said that he didn't thirk that yeu weuld want
a great ameunt ef petsherds (general run-ef-the-meund) se I
am sending enly these ef rims er spacial design, -

Enclesed yeu will find further netes ef eur in-
vestigatiens made each week ether tham at the beach meund,
I am clesing the preject Saturday Sept. 15. Mr Green said
that he weuld gladly re-epen the preject seme time the latter
part ef Nevember if I wanted te. If Geme cemez dewn pessihbly
semething geed ceuld be had as I have merely scratched
the surface ef the Miami Beach meund. I have precured per-
missien te dig in the buriasl atBeca Raten (see netes).

- I am leaving Sunday fer Arcadia Flerida se
address me until further netice at that place and I will
recelve it all right as I am knewn there, I am en werk fer
the state until Dec 1 in Arcadis with Ohlingeér. Gene never
sald anything te me either abeut ceming te Flerida snd as
I have net meen ner heard frem him I presume that he is in
Cembridge and wlll hear frem him seen,

Am ceunting the days until %oﬁ ceme dewn this

RMWW —L A mmmw\hnnx\wfr

|-Ln|\¢. .

wilnter,

B R Y e o
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M W stirling.....(2)

idea and he said that he would make drawings snd photos of all the
material he dlgs up in other locatlons and send them to you. Of
course all his material here will be available to you for study
at any time. He has a nice collection gathered over a period of
six or seven yesrs € done very little at Mismi Beach, not
lmowing of th&@/ e got on the job. I have worked
altogether 5% weeks with an average of four men. I think I have
qhite a blt of stuff that will interest you. S

It is always 2 treat to hear from you and I wish to -mpuu_A

thank you for the books and by the way I let Stanley Hanson read

the one of Swanton's on the Choctaw ceremonials snd tried to
impress it upon him that he should write for you all the myths
and tales of the Seminoles; he 1s the only msn slive today who
can do this and the younger generatlon of Seminoles are a ‘'sorry!
lot and the tales will soon be lost if they are not put in print
before 1long. He was much impressed with the words"™ Nanne Wayeh"
(this isn't the correct spelling but I cannot lay my hands on the
sccount of 1t at this time) Stanley said that the name rings in
his ears for days after the Green Corn Dance as the Seminoles
sing 1t continually the first day of the dance and he never knew
before that there was s cornectlon between the Choctaws and

.the Semlnoles although he has long suspected that there is two

distinct bloods in the tribes today. He said the words were used
simllar to our theaven! " a home where you came fron!,

I will talk here all night if I sm not careful and as tomorrow
is my last day for two weeks I must work hard and get out 211 I can
before the vandals descend upon us again. ©

My best to you and yours from both Corinne and I. I sm
writing Gene., Would you beslieve 1t if I told you that he has
wriltten me twlce since he left? Isntt that a world's record
or something for him? cuﬁnwwq when you go to visit him you
will find your letter still in his pocket unopened. I don't know
when I have kmown anyons I like to be with as well as I do your broghe
Gene., I wish you were here and I could talk over some of this e
plunder I have but I sm looking forward to seeing you this winter,

We can arrange the blimp trip alright. But I suspect that the
Goodyesr people will want a lot of publicity to go with it. You .
know the Pan American Alrways people have made a lot over.Lindbergh
and h&s trip over the Maya diggings. But you can get the information
you want and it will hurt nothing. I would like to sees 1f ‘there =~

really is & mound or pyramid-southeast-of-Sam Jones '0ldtown made ——
of stones and that square stone wall fillad with msand and bones

‘should be investigated and one could best do this from the sir, ="

The Misml Dally News wants & story about the work at Miami Beach but
I will give them nothing because the crowds in sn area this large
would soon spoll the diggings for us. They sald that they could
interest Doherty ( City Service 0il) to the tune of $25,000. for
excavation in mounds in south Florida. He is a great publicity
seeker. He will be here this winter and you can see him if you

want., But in the meantime Capt, Squires is making a map showing all
the mounds I kmow of in Florida, Write me soon

Your friend HnﬁﬁﬂNNM&&t\f}fr



