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Vitae

supported  iconservation  o'-rg-anizati6

By. JOIIN PENNEKAMP
NATURE.  CONSERWANCY,   the

to   the     national  agency   whieh   lighted   the
"Hippie      fuse  that  bro,u8hi  i FloiiG`a's-Limum

.\o    who      VltaeKeyinto  pub-
ose long,    lie  -ownership,   got
earning     action so fastthaf it
subsi§-     is   a   little    embar-
writer,',    rassed:

c  with        Lignum
a` col.      Vltae the  state  also
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servation        impor-
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i®`^bi||  of      tance,   and,   in,ail-

faTrg-§]aj:sd
other      transaction,
Indian  Key,  regard-
ed  by  many   historians  as  `prohably

;9dLe[¥:1:    tso:iTct:ait3¥#a':dE:Si.important his-
Lign'um   Vjtae   and  iridian' Keys

have been i`n almost steady danger of

me           idnegYe,:°npdT:::s¥;t:y::ne:ndf;I;S:eEEi:d°azi
L|_    _  ±                       .-,-               _theirnat-ura| value-s.     '          --Tc'  --.

Conservancy's        emharrassm~ent

under  way  while  most  fol-ks -belie-v;
it's all  over -.- wrapped,  sealed  and'
delivered.
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HEREARE.the defails:    `
A  group   of  scientists   from  the

University  of   Miami,   Harvard  and
Cornell  a  year or so  ago   set  about
preservirig Lighum Vltae~,  tine highe§±_
(16  fe'et above` sea  level) in  Florida's
unique key landscape.
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matter if
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led  after
ng  much

He
erln8\
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rol car with      Preservirig Lighum VltaeTr,  tine hi`;~h~e;;_
pr a]`low  the
art in direct-
saving time,t& they obvi.     hab]i:aatiqodftf#°s£5:n¥ssforcyo::r]on]:}ft:

4sewhere?          appeal li_es in.the  fact that it  has thei r   T,rJ~(I,-t,       , I    _I _ -`J~--*\^<\,+1'  ,*+\1:\±,  ia, RICKEY      largest  and best  presgived`
-,a

stand  of"\

tropi,cal hardwood forestin  the Unit-
ed.States.

Also,  it  has  the   best preserved
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West Indies.I          ,   I
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THE  SCIENTISTS  underiock  ne-

g#::££:nesdf:rjtthh:hte¥e:£df;:°£o¥:;:
They had settled with the owners tfor
a price of Sl,950,000.

After   exploring   several   money-
raising possibilities they  went to Na-'
ture Conservaney, the only privately-

devoting, its  total`   re`spurces  to  p
serving  lands  oj
and ecologiea] value. Headquarters is
in the District -of Columbia.

Since   its   origin   ¢n   1917   it   has
-spent millioris aenievin`g its purposes.

Through Thomas W. Richards,  its`
president,   Nature-_  Conservancy   ap-
proved  the  pquhase^,price,  payment
$20,000 for an option. It undertook to
raise   $200,000   more   to   "hold   the
deal," while  seeking  for  the  remain-
der.    A   -nationwide   money   raising
campaign was considered.

7|t  learned,  too,  of  Florida's  long
interest in  preserving  Lignum  Vitae,
as well as She!l^ Key, and went to the
I?.epartmem of Conservation for `help.

Last  week  the  Cabinet   "bought
the package" agreeing to add Sl,750,-
00P to  -Cons-ervancy's $200,000.  Con-
servancy  still  has  to  rais\e  its.  share
and fears ,that the  speed  with which
the negotiations moved has given the
iinpression that its  campaign has  be-
corpe qunecessary.
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EACH`  of  the  three  keys  lies  a

outstanding  sceriic

evidences
the 1500,s.

SP3nish   ocfupatfon  in
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Miami.  -

Lignum Vitae dominates` the chain

:;ktehyesthhfrg°hu£:y±tsa#:±g]Pnt;itdesw2eft
acres.

In a9dition to its treeS and.` shrubs,
say  the  scientists,  it  includesul also a
ricb  variety   of   thieatened   insects,
reptiles   and    birds,    inJcluding    the
American    bald    eagle    and'    white
crownedpigeon.    ,                   I     wl    t  _

Its  archaeolo8iea^l  valries I include
traces    of   lrmdian-+ oceupetion`  I,COO
years ago, and reilatively undisturbed
___=1  _  __".  `                  ^      _        ,       .
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SHELL  KEY,    188   aieres„  has  a
lake  in the  center,  a   red  in?ngrove

r¥::i::tder£:P£:cbia:5u¥caen8orfQYfaEtnee-
life.

Key,  for  which  the  state
is some seven' or eight

a^nd  coral rock. Once .a
it was regarded as one 6f

orrupt  settlementsv  of  its
later came the\- benign and
Henry Perrine to~.start his

ime`nts in Lan effort to~ have FIor:
e  with  tho  soft-produe-ed
exico's campecbe.         J   `

`   He`'was   killed  with   other  occu-

pants of the island in  an Indian mag-    '
sacre in  1840.

Mary Alice  Rogers is  key project
nnnrriir`a+ny-f^*   TiT^i .,.. i    +`_._ _  _coordiuntor,~ for  Nature  Conservaney
in its efforts  to raise the  se90,OO¢ of
the purchase  price  for Lignum  Vltae
and  Shell. I ,Contributions  should   be
sent to  Key -Project,  P.O.  Box  8227,
^__-i,    a    ,  ,            _-1}   _  _Coral  Gables,. ffii.'`3?134.      ` :'=  I-
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