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was replaced by another which connected with a new intake, farther
up stream. Such substitutions were necessitated by altered conditions
in prehistoric times no less than today.

Modern irrigation canals and the industry they symbolize have done
most to erase {rom central Arizona former vestiges of that native
civilization which once prospered there. The sad ruins of aboriginal
homes have Deen leveled with their neighboring fields; the ditches
which once watered those fields have been filled or scraped away.
Where Indian farmers eight or ten hundred years ago cultivated gar-
dens of heans, maize and squashes, vast acres of cotton, lettuce and
melons are now harvested. Neat orchards of dates and grapefruit
Mourish where catelaw and mesquite stretched their spiny branches
only a generation ago. Fhe diaholical Apache has been tamed if not
conquered. Bow-legged cowhoys, garbed according to the latest lash-
ion notes from Hollvwood, ride herd on castern dudes.” Attraclive
dwellings and sumptuous winter resorts, with green Jawns and Mower-
hordered walks have replaced the mud-walled habitations of the
ancient folk,

As one ]ooks{ down from the air upon this DParadise that is Sah
River valley today, one is impressed first of all by the arderly habits
of miankind. At least there is a spmblance of order, from n Il;:ig'ilt of
2,000 feet or more. Long, .‘alrzlig,jl. roads on which autos slither away
like headless roaches; brown and yellow fields all nicely s:lu;m-rll:
orange trees that seem.as tiny pellets of dark green, |>:1Ii{-nt1'y arranged,
row upon row ; little cubed houses, fringed with flat green things. 7

Reaching across these fields and under these houscs, light or dark
streaks mark former prehistoric Indian canals which on]y the avia-
tor may readily detect. Silt deposited in those old ditches shows
dark brown against the drab desert soil; pale yellow lines remain
where embankments have heen smoothed away. Slight differéhees in
vegetation, imperceptible when close at hand, take on color variations
that enable one at a considerahle height to retrace works which other-
wise have been wholly efTaced.

The blue Army plane glides down from the clouds and hack to port
with numbed crew and empty cameras. Camel Back Mountain squats
complacently at one side and looks out across the valley where such
momentous changes have taken place within memory of men still
living, Squaw Peak lifts her utkempt bulk to frown upon this new
civilization, as she did upon the old. A selting sun momentarily gilds
the giant sahuaro whose long, fingered shadows point eastwa ;'(l]y to
rugged mountain ranges whence flow the life-giving waters of the Gila
and the Rio Salado.
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By M. W. STIRLING,
Chicf, Burcaw of American Ethnology

When the Spaniards first visited the west coast of Florida carly
in the sixteenth century, the region from Tampa Bay southward to
the Keys was occupied by the Calusa Indians. At this time they were
an important tribe, but in common with the other aboriginal Tndians
of Florida they disappeared rapidly upon contact with the whites., Un-
lortunately no early traveler has left an adequate description of this
nteresting group. As a result we must depend almost entirely upon
the results of archeological investigations in reconstructing their mode
of living.

It was for the purpose of continuing such researches that the writer
visited Florida during February, March, and April of 1930. Through
the kindness of Mr. Lee Parish, the writer was enabled to accompany
him on his yacht Esperanza through the intricate channels of the Ten
Thousand Tslands, where a number of old village sites were Tocated
and excavations conducted on a typical southern Calusa mound on
Horr's Tsland.  Numerous trade objects of Furopean manufacture
discovered in course of the excavations helped to confirm the writer’s
previous view that the mounds of the Ten Thousand Tsland district
arc probably the most recent in Florida. 1t was in this hidden and
comparatively inaccessible region that the Calusa Tndians finally re-
tired as a result of pressurce. from the north and here made their
last stand against encroaching civilization. Here and there among
the maze of keys comprising the Ten Thousand Tslands is one which
has caught the wind-blown sand in such a manner as to huild it up,
forming “ high ground " above the level of the surrounding mangrove
swamps.  Such focalities were invariably atilized hy the Indians as
places of abode, the height of the ground in most instances heing con-
siderably augmented by the accumulation of shells and village débris.

On the cast end of Horr's Tsland is a rather extensive shell deposit
now overgrown with a dense underbrush. Three hundred yards to
the eastward of the village site is a sand burial mound 335 fect in
diameter and 7 feet in height. Working among dense clouds of mos-
quitoes and sand flies, we excavated a sector of the mound compris-
ing about one-third of its volume. Seven burials were encountered,
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