(zarden wonders

Tour features
four homes,
one business

BY STEVE GIBBS
Free Press Staff

2102 ‘2z Mienigay - ssaid 9814 - 12

he Upper Keys Garden Walk
| 2012, themed “Connecting

: with Nature,” is celebrating
its 32nd year by blazing a colorful 13-
mile trail along the Overseas Highway
to showcase individual variations on
the paradise theme.

On Friday, Feb. 24, the Upper Keys
Garden Club, located at the Francis
Tracy Garden Center at mile marker
94, presents its annual fundraiser
tour. Guests may visit any or all of the
five properties, in any order desired,
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

For a $20 donation guests will tour
the grounds of the Upper Keys' most

: - LONELL RICE and C. MICA ALEX/Contributed - iIpressive landscaping wonders,
A bronze mermaid with dolphin and sea turtle greet visitors to Chateau Cortez, one  including the oceanfront estate of
of four homes to be showcased during Friday’s Upper Keys Garden Walk. Below, event Academy Award-winning movie pro-
organizers Dee Dee Barreto, Jerri Grossman and Marlies Kraemer visit The Garden  ducer Jon Landau, dubbed “Bali Hai,”
Box, the only business on the tour. but more on that later.
: Guests are advised to wear walking
shoes and bring sunscreen or rain
gear, depending upon the weather.
The tour will be held rain or shine.

Pareira-dise

At the end of North Coconut Palm
Boulevard, near mile marker 90, is
“Pareira-dise,” a home that became
the culmination of Barbara and Alan
Pareira’s 10-year search for a Florida
Keys home.

See GARDEN, page 32
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> LONELL RICE and C. MICA ALEX/ Contributed

A bronze mermaid with dolphin and sea turtle greet visitors to Chateau Cortez, one

~ of four homes to be showcased during Friday's Upper Keys Garden Walk. Below, event

organizers Dee Dee Barreto, Jerri Grossman and Marlies Kraemer visit The Garden
Box, the only business on the tour. : .
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Continued from page 32

has provided exotic landscap-
ing around the mansion that is
isolated from the road.

“When we got here, there
wasn't a tree within 100 feet
of the house,” D’Ascanio said.

lnys

“We brought in hundreds of
mature trees and palms. Mr.

Landau said to “make the

neighbors disappear.”

“We planted 20 to 30 types

of hibiscus. He loves the color,”
D’Ascanio said.

One spectacular bromeliad
in bloom is reminiscent of the
color associated with Landau’s

film, “Avatar” Elaborate
stained glass art greets the
eye all along the perimeter of
the home. An arcade of color
leads to tennis courts on one
side, while stone inlaid coping
surrounds a large circular hot
tub with a fire pit at its center
on the other. Palms and huge
orchids surprise those who

Enjoy Relaxing Oceanfront Dining
While Feasting On
Exquisite Seafood Dishes
aily Lunch & Dinnet Specials
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File photo by ROBERT SILK/Free Press
and D'ASIGN SOURCE/ Contributed

Academy Award-winning producer Jon Landau’s ‘Bali Hai’ home fea-
tures a large circular hot tub with a fire pit in the center as well as
lush walkways that snake around the oceanfront property.

walk lush paths that snake like coral rock are really con-
their way around the prop- crete.
erty.

Stepping stones that look

See GARDEN, page 35
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“We bought this house in
1988 and I have spent count-
less hours landscaping,” said
Barbara during a recent media
tour.

STEVE GIBBS/Free Press
and LONELL RICE/Contributed

Barbara Pareira’s bayfront garden
offers sweeping views of Cowpens
Bank.

Between terraced rock gar-
dens planted with bromeliads
and ferns are reminders that
the Pareira’s are Florida Gators.
An unobtrusive ceramic gator
undulates in the sand near
a pathway. A “Florida Fans
Parking, Only” sign announc-
es their allegiance.

An upstairs balcony, sprin-
kled with mature potted desert
roses, gives an unobstructed
view of the water. A lone chair
by water’s edge provides a sin-
gular sunset setting and a view
of Cowpens Bank. Two kayaks
nestled in a notch between
trees await launching.

“We love sunsets here,”
Barbara said. ‘Sometimes
manatees swim by.”

Bali Hai

“Bali Hai” is the home of

Jon and Julie Landau’s private
garden property on the ocean
at mile marker 89.3, off the Old
Highway just south of Coral
Shores High School.

Franco D’Ascanio, president
of D’Asign Source of Marathon,

See GARDEN, page 33




