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PLATLE XXXV,

Aboriginal wooden treneher and perforated =hells dizseovered by Licutenant.
Colonel CO DL Durntord in aiud deposit near Mareo, Soath-

western Florvida, in

!
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The Discovery of Aboriginal Netting Rope and Wood

Implements in a Mud Deposit in Western Florida.—1] way

in Florida, Inst April, tarpon fishing, and had been deawn down in the

course of this pursuit to the neighborhood of the settlement of Mareo—

adew frame houses on the south-cast const, collected near the pass of

the sime name through the reef. This pass is an important one, ny

mportunce goes in this thinly-peopled vegion, it being o road to the safe

shelter in Marco Bay, and also to the little wooden picr in Collier's -

Creek, leading from Mre. Collier's store and __::...x And Mareo has

clearly, for very many years, heen thus iportant, A Spanish segtl

ment was remembered: by friend of the “oldest inhabitant,” and,
from the more distant _.. st, nomerons kitehen midde mz, formed ,__:.__.«.
of shell- heaps, bring us heavy coneh axes or chibs shavrpened at the
point and bored for handles, smaller conel and other shell bnplements,
hits of black pottery, shell sinkers, and varions ornaments, all pre-
sumahly relics of s the mysterious Mound-Builders, Hard cement-like
floors of former huts or cottages nre reported to he visible in the Joeal-
ity —Collier's

cin e, huilt on Mound-Builder débeis, and the rows

of *these ghell- _::_z show the extent of their accupation of the place,

both in time und numbers,  Yet, withal, there has been hitherto o
eomplete al

ee ol wooden wrticles or of any textile fabries from (he
dizcovered renmins,

Heve and there shell-heaps form the banks of what are loc Hy ealled
muek " tracts, former ereeks or inlents, now filled with _:.:_m mud,
ill=melling when first distorbed. The deier of these have been ::.
years overgrown with trees and hus shes, some of which trees are old and
dead. This __ at muek s valoable as wofoetilizer, and it is this prop-
erty that originally hrought the special hasin, __:; I

later on, _::.:...:_:_._.,. under notice, :

il deseribe

Fhad been Tooking with enrvious eyes at asomewhat similar forme.
tion i the neighborhood of Nupiles City, a Flovidian watering place,
of from ten to fifty inhabitants, e ording to the season of the year,
where we had heen staving at ity comfortable little hotel. At Naples
there is an ancient waterway now in various stages .; peat muck and
stagnant pool—an artificial ¢ anal, cut with the clearly deliberate pur-

pose of forming a canoe or boat pass from the sea to the lagoon or hay.

"The department is edited by Henry €% Mereer, University of I'enna, Ihila.




