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Until recently, evidence of a a_‘ms\_u:amm at Indian Key Channel (1907-1912) in the Florida Keys has been
largely unknown in the public record. The bridge was required by the US Army Corps of Engineers in
1905, and replaced with an earthen embankment by the Florida East Coast Railway in 1912. Its removal
may have been a factor in the height of the storm surge in the Labor Day Hurricane of 1935. The Corps’
actions related to this permitted structure were an important first exercise of its regulatory power under
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, and were tested in turn U< the Railway’s builder, Henry M. Flagler,
and associates with the Florida East Coast Railway:-Thijs case study E.osqmm data which depicts this
sequence of events, and proposes to help further explicate the role of the >:=< Corps as an early
regulator of private transportation infrastructure, and examine the nature of this relationship to issues

of environmental ethics. . .
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Introduction

This study is the story (as are all studies) of a bridge. As bridges go, this one was really very
small: 90 feet overall, a railroad swing bridge, with 38 feet in the clear on either side of the
concrete center pier. This drawbridge was one of three required by the United States Army
Corps of Engineers in its newly-acquired regulatory role under the Rivers and Harbors Act
0f 1899, and authorized in the July 15, 1905 permit issued to the Florida East Coast Railway
(FEC) for the construction of the 128 mile long Key West Extension, also known as the
Overseas Railway.! The Corps’ actions related to this permit would be an important first
exercise of its regulatory power, one that would be tested in turn by the actions of the
railroad’s builder, Henry M. Flagler, and his associates with the Florida East Coast Railway.
Until recently, the evidence of these transactions has not been available in the public
discourse. This case study serves to evidence this important sequence of events, and in so

doing, proposes to help further explicate the role of the Army Corps as an early regulator of

1 At the request of the railroad, a fourth movable bridge was added to the Railway’s proposed route, at Key
West Harbor.
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