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September 12, 1994

Dear Gail,

Enclosed is the commentary of Wade Stiles upon how I
understood the conversation we--had last spring about the salvage
of The TMS Winchester. It mHHQ%dQ at my house about a week ago.

This commentary adds some ‘bits of information, particularly

about Sammy Fales who did some, if not all, of the diving at the
wreck site.

I hope you find this of interest; I doubt that more will be
forthcoming from Stiles. I trust you received a copy of Love
Dean’s book on Florida Lighthouses; I mailed it about five days
ago. I thought it was a book that belonged in your home library.

Sincerely,

William M. Straight



THE FIRST IRON ARROW TREASURE SALVOR
BY RANDOLPH FEMMER

Former Iron Arrow Chief Wade Stiles was one of the first Floridians to dive for

the sunken treasures that practically carpet the shallow inshore waters along
the Florida coast.

On July 30, 1775, eleven ships of the combined Spanish treasure armada were
sailing northward along the Florida coast carrying cargo of gold and silver
valued at $86,000,000. By the morning of July 31, the mighty flotilla was gone...
and so was the treasure. .

Had Iron Arrow existed in those days, tappees could have watched the giant,
ornate, gilded galleons as they lumbered homeward each year laden with the wealth
of the Indies. For over 300 years, the "galleones espanoles" sailed north from
Havana until they came to the Florida Keys. Then they followed the Gulf Stream
as it carried them northeastward as far as Cape Canaveral then turned eastward
toward Europe and home. - They called their route "La Carrera de las Indias"---
the highway of the Indies. :

The terrible storms for which UM's athletic teams are named wreaked havoc on
fleet after fleet. On the morning of September 5, 1622 a convoy of twenty-eight
sails watched in horror as their fleet disintegrated before their eyes. In that
storm the shallow Florida reefs claimed the galleons Santa Margarita and Nuestra
Senora de Atocha...both rich with bullion and treasure.

In the last five years, seven of the Atocha's solid bronze cannons have been
recovered, along with 5 silver bars weighing 69 pounds each and valued at

$50,000 apiece. Researchers in the ancient Spanish archives have discovered that
the Atocha carried 901 of these silver bars. Key West salvor Mel Fisher has
found the first five. The other 8396 still lie on the ocean floor--somewhere
close by.

Many of these wrecks lie so close to shore that a person standing on the beach
could throw an arrowhead far enough to land on one. [ know of a wreck within
ten minutes of where I now sit that lies less than 50 feet offshore in five to
six feet of water.

Those members of”thertribe=whocattended the Iron Arrow outing last Spring on

Key Largo will be:interestedutocknow that another fleet lies scattered southward
from Pennekamp Park...this one the 1733 Armada. [ took a class of my summer
school students down there this past July 14 to dive on the shallow remains of
the E1 Infante, a 60 gum galleon whose ballast mound today is nearly as long as
UM's athletic building.

When Wade Stiles was elected Chief of Iron Arrow in 1932, Jacques Cousteau had
not yet invented the aqua-lung, and even though hundreds of Florida beachcombers
had found Spanish coins of ancient date washed up onto the beaches, little
opportunity existed for methodical search ar salvage.

By 1939, however, Stiles, while diving on Carysfort Reef in the upper Keys,

came across the cannons of the HMS Winchester which had foundered there in 1695
while enroute from Jamaica to England. He successfully raised the rusty pair of
artifacts and made a gift of them to the University.

A friend of Wade's,Art McKee, Jr.. has gone on to salvage many wrecks---especially
those of the 1733 fleet. McKee's success in the 1950's won him international fame
and he has since become known as the "Father of Marine Archaeology" in Florida.

It is fact, however, that one of McKee's earliest friends and co-workers was Iron

Arrow’'s o' - Wade Stiles.
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About 4:50 P.M. on 4/11/94, I received an overseas telephone
call from Wade Stiles in Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas. He
was responding to my letter of March 27th. We talked for almost

one

hour. Douk mxf\etb.rkgfhﬁ.ffn.& "4

He stated the two negro fisherman who first brought news of
the cannon lying on the bottom off Key Largo to Charles
Brookfield were Jacob Monroe and Sam Lynch. Brookfield brought

them to the home of Wade Stiles, on the Fairhaven Canal at 17th

Far o oo Shiles, o fok Bad, ap scdiredid. e ot

Avenué and Bayshore Dr. Stiles Interested Hugh Matheson and
Pnfxrxﬁrr.cf ollon Ahiac, f?.r...br_uds.nr. ad. m..\se?..m._a

Charles Baker in sharing in the financing of salvage of the
cannon. Subsequently, Stiles drew up a legally binding contract
Umﬁzmmd Stiles, Matheson, Baker and Brookfield to finance and
carry out the salvage and Monroe and ﬁwzow as discoverers,

mwmowmwwsa how many shares each would get. All hoped they Umm
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but the rig was not Strong enough for the task. They then
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,employed a salv Umﬂdma from Weston’s Salvage, a company
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established on the Miami River.
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cannon. Stiles says Brookfield got some altho Brookfield never

mentioned this to me. He believes the Florida Adirondack Scheool
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in Coconut Grove was given one. Matheson gave one to the Fort
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Ticonderoga Reconstruction in New York, and one to Mystic
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Seaport, Mystic, Conn. Stiles gave two to the University of

Miami mmﬁWHMw is a member of the Iron Arrow Fraternity) of which
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only the ore near the Richter Library can, now be accounteg for,

he believes iles also had one cannon on a fruit grove on
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museum was on the bayshore near the present Omni complex. Only
one of these cannon remain in HASF possession at this time, I

think. He didn’t mention the one Donald Gaby says is on the .
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north bank of the Miami River, land formerly belonging to the
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Shrine. Stiles has no cannon in his possession now. Stiles
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brought up.
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Finally, Stiles tells me that Charles Brookfield and Art
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McKee dived on the Winchester site some time after the cannon
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were salvaged and obtained a few more artifacts.



