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INTRODUCTION

The following survev reporti and recommendaticns ars IusSmizTIso
in fuilfillment of the 1974 contract between the Delitona Corpora=zzco
and the Department of State, Division of Archives, Historv and
Records Management. The combined archaeological survev andé culzuzz_
Tesources assessment was designed to provide the Deltona Corpcraticno
with a comprehensive guide to the location of all known prehistoric
archaeological sites on Marco Island, a description of the significance
of each site, and Division staff recommendations as to the disposz-
tion of each site on Marco Island.

Prior to the present archaeological research, which began i=n
1967, archaeological attenticn to Marco Island had been sporadic,
but Hnﬁmnmw (Cockrell, 1970, pp2l1-34); however, no general, well
integrated, problem-oriented research had been undertaken. &s a
result of the 1967 and 1968 excavations, a previously unsuspected
cultural stage dating from ca. 500 BC to ca. 3000 BC, was discovered
(Morrell, 1969; Cockrell, 1970). This Archaic Stage is characterized
by small, but extremely significant campsites containing fiber
tempered ceramics, and Marco Island seems to be unique in southern
Florida due to the high concentration of such sites. Materials
collected from 1967 through the 1974 field seasons are undergoing
analysis in the Department's Tallahassee laboratory, and will provide
a comprehensive framework for interpreting the cultural history of
Marco Island.

It should be particularly noted that, from the first field
season in 1967 through the 1974 survey reported herein, the Deltona
Corporation has voluntarily furnished enthusiastic support of the
research; such cooperation, while more frequent in this decade,
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