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Consultant:

Client:

Scope of Services:

Principal Investigator:

Purpose:

Date(s) Conducted:
Project Name:
City/County/State:

Survey Area:

# of Surveyed Resources:

Recommended Actions:

GAI Consultants, Inc.

301 East Pine Street, Suite 1020
Orlando, Florida 32801 407.423.8398
Islamorada, Village of Islands

Planning & Development Services Department
81990 Overseas Highway PO Box 568
Islamorada, Florida 33036 305.664.6400
Conduct a Reconnaissance-level Architectural and Archaeological
Survey in Islamorada, Village of Islands, Monroe County.

Matthew G. Hyland, Ph.D., Project Architectural Historian

To identify, update, and document the architectural and archaeological
resources that are at least 50-years old in Islamorada, Village of
Islands, Florida

6-14 October 2008 and 10-13 February 2009
Islamorada Historical & Archaeological Survey
Islamorada, Village of Islands, Monroe County, Florida
Within the present Islamorada municipal boundary.

29 archaeological resources and 390 architectural resources in the
survey area.

Nominate the Red Cross/Hurricane Houses to the NRHP under the
existing New Deal Resources in Florida multiple cover or draft a
Hurricane Houses of Islamorada multiple cover; nominate potential
Pen Key Club Historic District and potential Bay Ridge Historic District
to the NRHP and Islamorada'’s register; nominate individually
significant historic properties to the NRHP and Islamorada’s local
register of designated sites. See Section 6.2 for a full list of
recommendations.
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1.0 Introduction, Project Location, and Project Purpose

1.1 Introduction

Islamorada’s Village Code, combined with Islamorada’s status as a Certified Local Government (CLG),
mandates a periodic inventory of historic architectural resources. In 2008, Islamorada received a grant
from the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources (DHR), to conduct a
reconnaissance-level survey of archaeological resources and architectural resources 50 years old or
older. This survey was designed to augment and update the results of the previous surveys and identify
new cultural resources. Islamorada, Village of Islands, awarded the contract for the survey to GAl
Consultants, Inc., (GAI) of Orlando, Florida.

1.2  Project Location

Islamorada is located in the upper Florida Keys in Monroe County, Florida, south of Key Largo (Figure
1). Incorporated as a municipality in 1997, Islamorada consists of four keys: Plantation Key, Upper
Matecumbe Key, Lower Matecumbe Key, and Windley Key. Key West, the county seat, is located at
the southern tip of Monroe County, approximately 80 miles from Islamorada. Islamorada is bordered on
the north and west by the Florida Bay and the south and east by the Atlantic Ocean/Straits of Florida.
U.S. Route 1 (also known as the Overseas Highway and its former alignment known presently as the
Old State Road) proceeds through Islamorada. Islamorada’s municipal boundary encompasses the
survey area, from Overseas Highway Mile Markers 72.5 to 90.8—an area measuring approximately
3,800 acres (1,537.8 hectares). (Figure 2)

1.3  Project Purpose

Islamorada’s Planning and Development Services Department initiated this project to compile and
present current information on the Village's architectural and archaeological resources. GAl's tasks
included: the identification and review of previous surveys and inventories in the survey area; the
inventory and assessment of National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed historic properties,
Monroe County designated landmarks, and previously surveyed Florida Master Site File (FMSF)
resources; and a field survey and assessment of all potentially eligible historical structures meeting the
50-year age criterion and previously-recorded archaeological resources. Islamorada Planning and
Development Services Department staff requires this information to provide professional direction and
reporting to the Historic Preservation Council (HPC) and the Village Council to support decision-making
in regard to applications for Historic Designation and Certificates of Appropriateness. The collected
information will assist both the HPC and Village Planning staff in the understanding, evaluation, and
analysis of alterations, improvements, designation, or demolition of Islamorada’s significant cultural
resources that may come under their purview.

This survey and report implements certain policies and objectives set forth in the Village's
Comprehensive Plan. Among its objectives relating to historical and archaeological sites, the Village’s
Comprehensive Plan seeks to preserve neighborhood quality and existing housing stock. To that end,
Policy 3-1.7.3 provides for the completion of a comprehensive professional survey identifying
architecturally and historically significant sites and structures in the Village. Similarly, Policy 3-1.7.4
calls for the identification and preservation of historically significant housing in the Village. The Village's
Comprehensive Plan also includes an objective to protect historic resources, and Policy 5-1.13.1
describes how the Village shall promote the identification of the Village's historic, archaeological, and
cultural resources by coordinating with the Florida DHR and local historical groups. In the effort to
protect archaeological and historical resources, Policy 6-1.12.3 state that the Village will complete a
comprehensive professional survey identifying and analyzing potential architectural and historical sites
and structures in Islamorada possessing historical significance for inclusion in the Village's list of locally
significant historical resources. The full text of these policies and the Village’s Comprehensive Plan
may be viewed at :zv”\\<<<<<<.mm_maoﬂmam.ﬂ_.cw\zmiw:mano_.:u _plan.
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