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On this 19th day of September, 1535, at F4. McPherson,

Talton County, State of Georgia, defore me, O, E. Hawk, a Field
Examiner of the Veteraws' Mministration, personally sppeared

Lewis Riddell, who having been first duly sworn according to law,
deposes and says:
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State your full name and address.
Lewis Riddell, lexingtom, Xemtusky, R, F, D, 4 8,

Are you a veteran?
Yes.

Vhat is your age?
Forty-eiz,

Kame your nearest relative?
Ellis Riddell, drother, at the same address,

Were you employed at e Veterans' Camps on the Keys?
Yes, Fumber Three.

Were you at camp during the hurricane?
I was at Islamorata on the train.

Were you injured?
I got a few,scratoches, sears and druise on the chest.
These injuries are not serious,

Did yog ome prohibit or disecourage you from learing camp
prior %o the storm?
o, sir.

Kas any one attempted to prevent you from making a state-
ment regarding events during the storm?
n. sir,

Did you identify any of the dead?
h’ .j-rﬁ

Do you kmow the name of any veteran who left camp prior %o
the storm, nov listed as missing?

I left camp in company with B. L. Bradfield on Friday defore
the storm en leave. On Monday mornimg we got the truck amd
went to Heomestead. There we got another ride from Homestead
% Tavanier. Ve met a fellow mamed Hollia Morris. It was
raining then., We kmew mothing about the storm at that time,
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He stopped w8 and said, "Boys, where are you geinzi® We

told him on the wgy back %o camp, and he sald, "We are
leaving camp. There's some $alk of s hurricane coming
through. Get in the car and come back with us." Ve gt

in the car with them:. We got to Homestead and foumd out
$his train was going back to Camp Three to pick up these
men. 1 asimd the conductor if he thought we would be safe
%o go back. ¥e had some belongings there we wanted $c get.
He t0ld us we oould take a chanee {f we wanted to. They was
going to try and male 1t up there and daok before the hurri-
Cand., We got to Namber One Camp and the wiml was blowing
the windows cut. The telephone poles were hitting the train,
and them found a cable wire aoross the track., We went over
and got a wman and her family out of a shack over there ani
put them on the train. Them the train left Number One snd
reachel Islamorate about 5:30, We reachel Number One about
6150 and were probably stusk there an hour, ¥e reached
Islamorata Station ~ had to take water there am didn't even
aut the engine off. The wimi blowed us fifty or sixty feet
from the track. There was nothing left on the track Wt the
engine, The windows were Blowing owt, and telephone poles
sticking into the train. When we left the train, water was
Wp %0 our neck. Ve wore in the daggage car and stayed o nd sy
and Monday night ami up until eight o'clock Tuesday morning.
¥e couldn't get out.

Vhen were you rescued ¢
I would ssy Vednesdsy morning, probably ahout ejght or mine
o'elock,

Did you identify any of the dead?
!0. sire.

Do you know the name of any other veteran other than those
you have mentioned, who was not in camp during the hurricane?
Clarenge Talent was driving the trusk that took w back to
Homestead, where we boarded the rescue train.,

Did Talent and Myers survive the storm?
Yes. Weoll, m:ot a little bruised place and a fimger hurt.

They all went baok to oamp with you?
Yes. We didn't get any father than Iaslamorata.
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Is there a1y further statement that you with to make oon-
cerning any facts that you Xnow that you havenot mades

No, mo more than that the comuector made s ome remarks

theze that the traim was held wp on sseount of some $300.00.
1 heard the sonductor make these remarks, tut don't remember
Just exactly how he stated them. He made this statement on
™e trala, after {t left Homestead,

Did he say hovw long the traln was held up?
¥o, I didn't bear him say. I heard him talking about $his
to seme other fellows Tut didn't get all of i%.

What time did the train leave Homestead?
Probably 6:00 or 5:15,

How many vetdrans were on the trainm going baek to the camp?
Maybe five or ¢ix leaving Homestead and we picked up some
out of the roek garry at Mumber One,

1 have road %o adove anl my statements have YJeen gorrect 1y
I make these statements of my owmn free will,

Affiant

Subscribed and swom to befo re me this 19tk day of Sep tember, 1975,
aud I certify that the contents were read by the affiant before

signing.

0. E, HAWK, Field Examiner,
Yeterans' Aministration,
Mthority: V. A. Form 4508,
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