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STATEMET BY JACOB 3a01: TO ¥MRa, L'’ RovzAR,

4s Plessa state your neme and azmp manbaer,

Ae Jacod Sacks camp three.

e The tiine we are partioularly intereeted in this afterncon is
2 statement from you carnosTning things that led up to the
storm that is on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Honday?

A. I was thers from when the storm strrted and I #1ll give 1%

to you of course I dom't know all thds but 1 heard it, the

nen sald 1t about Ghent and Shelton. Te were expeoting a2 ntorm

in all the campe but e were expaoting to be taren out of Lnere,

It wae raining practically every dey and raintd and Zundry and

the re.ort wea out that we were going out on the train on

Monday that 1t would be there ready to t-ke usz out. It started

raining cbout twelve 0'clook nni there weo a lot of us, I for
ons and bout teenty ot ers # o tiruering on cetting out hut =
I told you we were expedting thls hurricane but there = g
man @8 &awn'from\camp tive, joe CGallowsy he was killed, I
want to him and I says leta get out but we decided to rait
for the train.

4+ That tixe was that?

Ao A 1ittle after :dinner i? w1 only raining nnd cloudy vut the
Fumor come around that there was to be a troin to teke ug out
of there and we kent walting for the trnin and ¢t 1 the
Teason th ¢ none of us went .ut of onnp the best way re could

but the astorz inore:ced and tie wind {ncrensed and along bout
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:hxae Qfoloek four of 78 wes in the shack and 1t wro r=ining
ppeﬁty npralknd Yery windy iﬁ {agt tpe,wﬁnﬁ was blowing sbout
severty miles an hour, we couldn't get ou'ride the screens
were fzlliog off and J%. Magh »md the sup 1y sesrrent told ue
.

A

As

to get every personal “slonging beceuse thare would be a

train to teke us out but that Yept ue there vou see and we

pagked all our personal helonzin e snd walted ~nd e ~Lorm
inoreased and the rain incressad snd we s:on -8 ooul =01 ot
out and we went down t0 est and we could herdly oo PIPRCIRE YT
halle Then most of tie boys congTegsced in tue oL -1t

nnd along about 5:30 wuen the trein was due the =e. hall
faved in and there wuen'$ a chanoe in the »orld an’ the
brromatar was gmtting loser and lower, 1 went 40 nnwl.er shook

2 that shnok bleow down snd L wns in fivs f@et of w~ter ~nd

aiter the Gulf atorm »nd during the lull between o . .vm of

the Gulf and the Tidal Wave f{rom the 2tlsntic a7d w2 -ore all
in ncoord ze to who was resconsible of this mertter »n? that

wag ¥re. Ghemt but we found out afterwardic “h % hg »- In lamd
for three dﬁyaﬂi There » 8 twd truck drivers $:at .ont -ud zith
#-load of oan goods taat ¥r, Tobinson %old tnes to 1. uu end
these two truck drivers hedrd “'r, Ghent make s renork that very
aight, this was ¥onday night, sbout twelve o'elock %i ¢ the
outeide world didm't know whet wes heprening.

D14 you yourself hear ¥r, Ghent say that? '

o but thess two truck drivers did and they said they wiched
they would bes onlled that they w:nted to testify to the remsrk
that Br, Ghent said, the train will be all right, the boym arve
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all right., These truck drivers hesrd r, Cuttler nak e, Ghent
o~ ) )
o0t Over the telephone that 1t was blowing ®ad and he ¢old 4im over
o Lo/ f”; _’;) i

i the wire ve are running this outfit,
4 M;@ <+ Tou mesn treee truck drivers say thias?

- A. Tuey heard ¥r, Gent answep tils,

<+ ¥hat did you hesr?

A. 1 didn't hear any of it but 1f Guent hog been there wien e pot
out he would have been jumped,

«s U344 you hear amy of tne officials di:eussing westher ro orts op
pisns for getting you =en out over the meck-end?

A. Captain Dsvias wanted to 2%t us out in the worst way but he
couldn*t zo over orders,

%+ Did you near :dm say that?

A, 1 31404 hmeer him say it but we knew he did went to get us out .

4444

4+ ¥as that top 3Sergeant Pugh?

A+ Yes, he told ue the train wus co ing but te only knew ordera
1f they hadn*t believed in th-t information ithey wouild nnmve TANG
out but they didatt know any ore than we did he was un the
tank with us all during the storm and co was Captain “obinson
but I «ant it to go down on record tiast Jagoh “acks, want
to g0 down on racord thnt toere ia nebedy elsa resporaeivle for
that ocold blooded =urder but Juent of this Jacksonville office,
he 45 the soia Ban responsible for toe loss of lives and that
rure it wes an sct of God, Aabrey Filliswe gove out in > 2titee
went to the press tust it wis an act of God, yes I sire. with

adm on that as far ns toe property and the hurricane re
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concernsd but the loee of lives I a00use NP, Guent and sobody
¢lse is responsible “Heosuse he wanted to ret a feather in nis
hat and he thought by putting off the trein the hurricsne
might blow over sand he would get a fe-ther in 2is “»t with the
offioiale of the FIRA by gaving the nrice of the train =nd he
endengered the lives of about one thousand with thres or foup
hundred dollars,

Did you hear ¥r. Cuttler or Nr. Sheeron talking over tre ohone?
“r. Uheeron wee right with us any of the officers convented
#ith oanp wmumber tkres are sbsolutely iree fro- anv blene ag
tar =g lows of life 1o ooncerned, mv o zetter of foot v,

“aseron tried %0 get o trnin in a bhurry,

- But you d44dn't hesr him agk?

- R0, 1 Juet heard the rumor, UYr. inent wasn't tuere ug all

the other officisle were there.

“ere there uny‘uruﬂkm theore that you could have gotten out int
There wewe four or five trucke there but Captaln Doevis couldndt
7t ue on the truoke when he alrendy had orders th:=t ne wers
going out on the trainm and then he ﬁ'ﬁload_, #ith uw 8ll during
the storm,

dould the -~en have 1»1# the camp anytize on Sundsy or unday
that they wanted tof

Tes, we could nave left Sunday but we ~ere exedtins e credm
¥onday morning, even Junday we ware talking sbout tre troin
coming Honday and that it would take us out and th:s gns

what kept us toere snd 1f it Hadn't besen for that we could
bave got cut and there waen't sny necessity for anyons losing
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$heir liiﬁn

Qs Did you identify any of thﬁ bodies after the storm?

Ay Yoo, I saw $hem Dut 1 didn't know all the nemes, Rocha  ber L£Y
the unly one by namwe thaot 1 knew,

we 18 %here anytning else you would like to say?

Ae Yes, 1f Ghent had chowed up after toe storm while t'e en were
together tney would have torn hin to lecec.

1 hereby certify $h=¢ tha foregoing 18 a true =nd correot
transeript of the sctatement zade by the above named Teteren.
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Jtenographer,
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