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Coconut  Fiber:
•    _    __        ----                              __    ___   __I

This  is  the  leather-like  vmabping  that,  surrounds  t,he
base  of  each  braner:I.  of  the  coconut  tree.       It  may  be  ij.i`ed
to  make  purses,   that,s,   scrap  boolcs,   b.ot  di.sh  mats,   calend.ar
al3.a  pict.ura I.ram.es  and  marry  oth.c;±r  articles.     i Th.:.  best  fib+3r
come-a   fran  5roung  trees   8.nd   fror.  the  }rQun.gen  branch.es   tkeeLt
a`re  developir!.-a.        It  may  be   cut   from.  t,he  tree  `A,r:i.trLout   doing
fi`ny  harm  if  care  is  used.       A.fter  iJc  is  cut:  from  the  t,res,
it   should.  be  was.bed  wi.th   soap  Lind  v\.Ja..ter  if  it,   is   dirt3,r,   a,nd.
then  ironed  with  a  warm  iron  while  th+e  fiber  is  still  damp.

In  combinir].g  the  fiber  ir`,-ith  material,   a  coarse  cot,ton
material  will  .n&rm.onize  best  with  t'¢.e  teF.tune  of  t].ie  f.'iber.
The  best  colors  are  bro\m  and  tan,   soft  shLa.des  of  yel3.ow
and  orange,   soft,   dull  greens  and.  clear  or  rosy  reds.     Avoid
blue,   purple  and  harsh  sh.ades  of  blue  &nct  pink.       Crayons,
textile  paints  or  dye  in.ay  be  -uLsed  to  color  the  fiber.

Cocc>nut  Fronds   {£=  lL±SIZ±2±)

Select  branches  br}at  have  long  fronds  that  are  free  from
black  or  mildew  spc>ts.       The  fronds  should  be  dried  to  a  soft
brown,   but  should  not,  be  britbl€.       A  branch  in-ay  be  taken
from  the  tl`ee  an.a  dried  in  a  breezy,  `seni-shady  place.       The
fronds  should  -Qe  cut  from  the  large  center  rib.       Phe  center
rip I_9__f_ each_f`_r_and  _erld   the   stiff   edge_a   shoal_a   then  be   removed._
These  strif>s  may  be  woven  into  place  mats,   book  covers,   eta.
'Woven  frond  mats   should  not  be  shells.cad,   as  this  makes  then
brittle.       A  dampening  now  and  then  will  help  to  h'eep  the
woven  articles  from  drying  out  too  much.       `I`hLly  may  be  lightly
waxed,   if  desired.
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