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Then I went on with the general work of directing the
handling of bodies of the dead, etc, in Iliami and then
when Mr, Van Hyning left I was put here to represent him
in the area, f '

i |
Will you relate ajt this point, in your own words, Just
how the dead were/ cared for?

My work in handlihg the dead was enttrely speeific cases.
For instance, I did not see anybody at all, no bodies

as they were brought in; I did not see any; in fact I thoughtl
could do better work if I didn't see any of them. I was
under very high pressure and I left that to the people who
were in charge of handling the bodies themselves and

simply arranged for things, I was really contact with

the outside, rath¢r among the ones who were handling

the dead, i made . arrangements with the undertakers for
instanée, and arrangements ror paying them, all of thoze
thingse I was really sort of representative of the organi-
zation with the public more than anything else.

What arrangements were made wlfh the undertakers to care
for the bodies of the veterans? -

Arrangements were 1ot made by me as far as actual handling
of the bodies; they had already placed the bodies in the
boxes and packed them with formaldehyde-soap~sawdust; those
things had already been done, After that they were placed
in metal easkets., 'To begin with they were in inner boxes
and these boxes plac¢ed in metal lined boxes but nome: -

of the physical arrangements were astually under my supere
vision or handling. _ [ _

Can you give me the names of the veterans whose bodiosa

were shipped?

Yes, I can give them to you. There weré only eight veterans
bodiea shippedj all those shipped had died in hospitals
after they reached Miand, Some of them died the first
night, They were: '
Harry Sickler, Baugerties, N, Y,
Marshall E, Howell, Frankiin, Va.
William Jones, Baltimore, Md,
James lMurray, Titusville, Pa, .
Vm. J. Cl&!‘k, He rk' Nc JO . L
Walter R, Wise, Cleveland, Ohio ~
Osip Nepsha, 1efpolis, Minmm, =~ : '
I Dpe D. Co lh-inq Palatka, Floridsa,
Dr, lain was the only exceptionjy he died before coming
into Miami bubt his bo&y was taken away before the State
Board of Health made a rulimg of any kind,

What is the State Board of Health ruling with respect to
gshipment of bodies noéw burded in Woodlawn (emetery? ‘
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52, A, The State Board of Health has definitely rulkf that
no body can be shipped out of the state except through
thellr permit and they further state that this permit
will not be given until the body has gone through eertain
stages of decomposition, which will take from six moenths
to a year, ;

53, Q. Does that apply to all veberamns! bodies burded in Woodlswn
Censtary? 5 f ‘

A. Tt does, yes.
64, QT+ How miny such veterans are there?

A, I would have to check the records, All those veterans
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, a large number of them

ere not sufficliently identified to designate them as
veterans, Indications are that they were veterans

by the clothing; on the other hand we kmow that it was
not wmsual for this elothing to be sold to fishermen
wearing veterans'! dungarees and shoes; they were probably
drovned as the veterans were, TAfter checking the record
he gave the total number of veterans buried in Woodlawn
Cemetery as 96,)

85, Qe Has any other government officinl taken a statement covering
these maetters from you?

~ Ae No,
56+ Qs Has anyone cautloned you against giving a full statement?
A, Yo, not in any way.

57. Geo Having in mind that it is our desire to learn 8l1l the
facts and to have each person interviewed express any
worth while opinion they may have, is there any further
statement that you want to make?

A, I think, far as the facts are concerned, I ruve stated
them exactly and the time woylé not in any case be off
more than ten minutessy I am gure of that, Now aas far as
the general attitude down there 1s concermed, I think
among those who were entirely rational =-by that I mean
those who had not been drinking at all--there was not
rmach concermn,  They thought there wes going to be a hurri-
cane but nobody begen to appreciate the potential danger
of 1t and among those that were there there was asomewhat
the spirit of adventure as well as anything else, They
thought they wese going to get somewhat of a thrill from
1t3 they had no idea it was going to be as serious as
it was going to De end up to the time I left no one was
in fear whatever. They thought they were golng to see
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something they had never seen before perhaps. Some sald,
"I have been through them before and I ean take them"

or something like thats, So any fear that came up was
something that eame up later. Now I will say this,

when I left there the barometer was dropping very rapidly
and your ears began to fled the difference in pressure very
decidedly and when I felt that I lmew there was a Burricane
Just about to hit. I was glad to get out of there, As

I turned out at one point, I think Whale Harbor, where

the road 1s quite low, the waves were already splashing
across the road so they splashed « the spray from them
splashed clear across the windshield of the car, and I
thought 1t was a very good idea to get out of tﬁsre.

When I left the camp 1t seemed to be coming quite rapidly,
I mean the wind was picking up quite rapidly and I also
noticed when I came to a place in the road where I had to
make a sharp turn, the wind in back of me, and my car did
not stop anywhere near as quickly as I thought it was going
to. Probably a fifty mile wind behind me and I was driving
about 55 miles an hour, and that made a lot of pressure of
course, There is nothing to say, outside of the attitude
as I left there, Undoubtedly it changed very soon after
because you have a very ominous feeling when a hurricane

is about to strike; you know it. Up until almost the time
I left that feeling hed not struck there,

I, PAUL VANDER SCHOUW, DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR that I have
read the above responses made by me in answer to
questions propounded by H. W. Farmer, Investigator,
and they are true and correet to the best of know=-
ledge and belief, so help me God.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, H.W.Farmer s 8N
Investigator for the Veterans! Administration, this

2 ; day of September, A,D.1935,
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Re es made under gath Paul Vander Sehouw, Assistant
S8tate Director of the ent Division of the PE sExbhange
Building, Jacksonville, Florida, to questions propowmded hga
H, W. Farmer, Investigator, nt-,ﬁm. Florida, Sept, 27, 1935,

1, Q¢ State '.rom- full nams, oscupation and addvess, pleass,

A+ Paul Vander Schouw, Assistant State Direotor of the
Transient Division of FERA, Bxehange Building, :;ckngle,
e ‘ | A

'
I L

Florides . |

2. Q. Are you s veteran of the World War? POy

_ ‘,@' Iam, yes, . ¥

3. Q, Native of Flaridat |
A, Fo, I 1ived in Florida ten years, ' :

4¢ Q¢ Do yom;_'dnt.‘.n Ws you in eentaet with the three
Veterara'! Camps on the Keys? '

As It &44, yes. XNot offieiallys now let me expladn this
to yous ‘At the time that I went down thewe I was
acting Btate Director of the Transient Division 4n the
absende Iri.:oﬂq who was on v;:’g: for th:-o:
mmi.':to th over all veterans! gcdmps at Florida,
as they have done simee the ¢ It wvas in the
plan befare th;t time ﬂg ‘xmmt lﬂ’lmi go the 8 fg two
purposes, ome to see - eal p es ore
were that would have be nnz and, nemly, to see
vhat sort of social service records they had so that,

Af negesdsary, we could recommend immediately eertain
changes in the methods of keeping recerds te eomply
with owr gwnt requirements,

B, 4. In your ﬂ{&u Aduties aid ¥ou in any wa supervise
‘ the astivities of thn‘ Camps? ¥

. Ay No. Hall mo gmctﬁp vhatever with thom, officially,
6. Qs On what date were you lsst in the camps?
Ac I was there pm, September 2nd,
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7« Q. Anyone accompany mt | "

Ay Yes, Mrs., Leila Bagg, who i= w asting ease worker
| supervisor for the State Transient Division,

8+ Q. Where As she at this time? ri
. As At the presont time she 1s in Jacksonvills,
9« W, How long were you in the samps on Monday, Sept. 2nd?

A Ve left Nismt about 9130 anfl wemt down thewe direstly;
it was raining and probebly got there about I would say
around twelve otelock, amﬁgw ke thaty noon.

10« Qo And when 414 you leave thepe?

A Possibly a little defore ﬁeiﬁ, wnen we arrived, I
left there about two or not later than 2:18 P.N,

11.- Qs P14 you mow at that time'a hurricane was expeoted in

4itv  the neighberhood sf the Keys?
wiMe Whem I went down, of cowrse I had heard of a lurrisane
o 'bat;: oft thedrlm coast .rnluhoro but ;ve:ge I;I;nen ‘W
we have a good many re Yurricanes in gind
and theve was no more mm,&enhln wind and rain
and the gky was not completely oversast like 1t 1=
usually bdefore a hurricane t 4s, there were periods
when you wotld see clear pftcu fn fhe sky, vhen I went
down, From that it indicated to me there was no Ammedtate
danger, be¢ause usually you have -cloudy, heavy overcasting
for q‘d‘be & peried before,» maybe anwi:l. hours anyway,

1z¢ Q. WhB, if anybody, among the camp erﬁeigls'hd you contaet
whife you were fnevet %

) A« Isbopped firsgt at Ne., 1 damp and inquired dbout where I

# would fimd either Sam Cutler oy Bert Davis, iy were
two men I Ymew persomallys I had cemtacted them in
praviova wark, Cutler was safety inspector and He had
passed thro my area befors, and Davis at one time
wor¥- ' fo Transient Division, That is the reason I
knew both of them and, maturslly, leooking for information,
I we;ld go Yo someons whom I thought would give it to me
freely. i :

13, Q¢ Geo right ahead and tell io who &?,n m sontagted,

A, Bert Davia was not im ¢amp at the timej he had gone to
Miami, But I wont on down %0 the Matesumbe Hotel, They
told me at the hospital that he just left and gone to
the hotel so I wemt e¢m down there and found him aimoest

&Qm \0: a -:_!
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19: Q. ocalled?

A, There were three or four ealls made t close, one afger
angther, All ¢f those @2lls were lké:}c fore I left there
and the matter of the train coming was settled before I loft.
I am swre of that, As far as they were able, It seems
the Railroed Co. in Miaml had to haye verification from
St.Augustine before they could start the train off, O0Of cowurse
I dian'y hear the comversation at the othey end of the line
but it was [} t from what was said in the conmversation
and what he d afterwards that 1t was nesessary for verifi-
¢ation to be given before the Railiread Co. in Miami was able

.. to semd the train off,
20, Qs Then at the time you left there, it was not defindtely
- arranged that a train would be sent?

A, Yes, it was definitely arranged as far as they were conserned

there, The train was definitely ordered.

£1. Q. BSubjeet to verification?

A, Subject to the railroad compuny officials getting together
and making 1% offieclal as far as they were concerned,

22, Q. A% what time 443 you leave Sheldents office? .
As I left theve not later thar 2:15 best I was baek in Miamd
: m and saw thp_ nssau'

had not gottem up to the dosk yet. I mtayed theve, :I-‘si‘xa

¥ ' %z‘ because 4 was ily " rough m’mmﬁ
en minutes

to get the plane up te the 4 89 the pas g8 gould be

were ing & plane
' ery windy, That was 4118,
The plane was due 4:18 dbut 41t eame in f1fteen minutes early

23, Q¢ Vas the card game in Sheldom's office itﬂl in ss when
. you left the office? wragvens |

. '!..l! it waa,
24, Q. That kind of cards were they playing?

A, I think they were playing rumryj not sure, I didn't pay
much attention, i

26 Q, ¥Who was engaged in the game?

Aes I didn't kmow any of them, I have seen soms of those men since
) but I didn't kmow any of them at all, - Y

ﬂ. " That was not later than 2118 Monday?
' 2,.; That was not later than 2118 P, M,

Q0
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27. Q¢ FHow much earller than 2115 might 1t have beent

Ay, 1 wounld say mearer two than two fifteem. I am plac
2115 et the very latest possible time I could have left there.
After T had gone up there I found they were very busy and T
saw that being an outsider Af I tried to get any of the ine
formation I wanted, I would be inferfering with their pre~
perations and plans, eta, dut I did break in and ask them
whepe the records wepe and they teld me whewre they ware and
I think one of the clerks or somebody around there showed |
me the room where they were and I went around ta the files
and saw where they were and called Mrs, Baggs upstairs,
She came upstaiss and we looked at the records just a few
nﬂ.muﬂtow all #f this was done before 2115, the time we
t .

28, Qo  You oay that Sam Qutler had worked under your supervision?

Ly No, nmot under my supervision, I have had charge of vari.ou',s.:
~ Trangient Bureaus in the state and at the time that I kmew
hix he was safety inspector for the state itself, aEPE

|

#. Q. Waat ave the duties of & safety inspectort

Ai Thepe are sortain rules and regulations that are required '
of all samps and lodges, imposed both by the state and federal
ts Mt?m”‘?d‘m once amtlé‘onana
official inspection went over everything as sanitary
*:sﬂiﬂmu,i;hemg conditions and whether or not buildings

_ _ were proper _matruotedl_. _
30, Q. Wers you well ssquainted with Mr, Cutler 4n an official
eapacity?

Ao Mell, I would not sy Iwas well soqminted. I had ngltyum
' | or seversl menths, an intervening | of proba
. six momths Bi¥ed I had seem him, |

Do you know him well enough to tell me what his reputation
was for good judgment and reliability? :

As Mr, Cutler was a man whom X considered rather an exeeptional

person because he had all the markings of a gentleman and
was very constientiousgat the time he made inspections

he was very eens¢lentious in his r « He was s man
who eould rigid in his offieial duties and still be
quite agreeadle in personal rohﬁmﬂm That is the way
I ulmom him and therefore respested him for his ability
%o o the twee When My, Cutler #~ I den't kmowy I guess
I will put this in the record as quoting + it t as well
be there I s gewe when My, Sheldon went ups the sesond
fime, Mr, Cutler twrned to me and safd, "This thing looks bdad
to me and I want to go on record with you, if I don't see you

R o
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' he would in any case.

N

ell, I will remember that
sald that in the presence of

again or if anything ha : that T want to get the
% e

men out of here” z
Af anything happens? -
myeself and Mes, Beggs,

DPid he indicate whether or not he had scquainted Mr.Sholdém
with his views in this madter?

He did net although it wae rather indicsted that he proe
bably hed, but I think it was intangible the way I arew
that dedustieng I don't«_: think 1t hardly falr to say or guess.

Ehat evidence did you nete of spprehemsion smong the
efficlals or veterans prior te the time Mr, Sheldon told you
arrangements had been made for the train?

I saw no signs of eny apprehension anywheme except ome man
in cemp three; when we were down thewe he came avoumd to Mr.
Cutler end seemed tc¢ be very mueh cencermed about getting
out., He was one of the veterans, I saw no indicetion anye -
where on the ataff of anybody that seemed anxious b4 get out,

D14 any of the staff members mention the prodability
of & murrigane before Mr, Shelden returned from answering
the telephéne at or about 1:309 ,

Ko, but I didn't talk to any of them., The whly reasen

1 heard thla ome veteran say anything 41: because he came!
around té ¥p, Cutler whe »as with me and ssid something |
about its I didm't talk to any of the gtaff et all except
the matter of inquiring adout the way there, v j

You 444 %2lk to ¥, cﬂlar'r

I mean outside of Cutler and Shelden, They wewe the enly
ones on the staff that I tulked te ad® all, I was introduced
gﬂ nnrﬁlathsr fellows tut just as a samunl introduetion;

] 8 n ’ :

4 W, Cutler express apprehension before 13130 PeM,?

Yo, he expressed no a hension at 211, He told this veteran
whe scame Yp and questioned him that arrangements were going to
be made for a train there to get them out and for him to vest
easy, etcs He showed mo apprehensiong as a metter of fact

I reit no apprehension myself,

Did he appear to be unduly nervens and exeitsd?
No, he 1s not the kind that ever looks that wayj I domft think

I
A

About what time d4d he talk with this veteran who was a4

apprehensive? =

FE 7
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Well, that would have been some time before one otclocks
between 12:30 and 1:00, some time.

Did he indicate to elther you or the veteran what, Aif any,
definite arrangements had been made for a train other than
to say one was coming?

Well, from himand also from Fred Ghent, whom I talked with
abou% three days previous to this in Jacksonville, I had
been told that arrangements had been made with the Railroad
Co, to have a train ready to go dowmn there., T met Chent--

my office is in Jacksonville in the same duilding == hig=-=

I met Ghent and said, "This is a bad time of year for your
men down on the Keysy what are you going to do if a hurricane
comes?", Hs said, "Nothing far a couple of weeks anyways

the moon is not right.“ I seid, "I diadn't think the moon
had anything to do with it, but in case there is one, what
are you going to do?" He saild, "Well, we have mede arrange-
ments with the Railroad Co. We will g3t a itrain dowr there
and get them outj i1t will only take two or ihimee Mours to

get them out," I said, "Well, how are youw zoing to handle
them when you get them out on the traing 1t will be kind

of a proposition, won't it?" He said,well, it would be

but they would get them out., So I kmew before that, just
because of the location, etc, it might be a problem; I

was just interested in it = that was all.

Did that indicate to you rather definite arrangements
hed been made with the railroad offiecials?

It indicated definitely some plans had been discusged with
the railroad.

The nature of those plans were not fully disclosed?
Yo.

Did you see any appresiable number of veterans while you
were on your visit to the camps September 2nd?

No, there were very few pf them arowmd. Most of them
were in their shacks,

It was raining; was it not?

No, it was not raining while I was there, Just happened
it had stopped raining by the time I was malking the rounds,
There was a little shower at camp three for a few mimates;
I stayed in one of the buildings, It stopped and I went
on. The clouds very spotted at the timej had not come to
the point when I was down there that 1t really set in with
any constant rain,

Did you notice any evidence of drunkenness among the
officlals or veterans?

50m
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44, A, Well, I notieced considerable evidence among the veterans
but I didn't see any evidence at all among the officials,
none whatever.,

45, Q. What percentdge of the veterans would you say were under
the influence of intoxicants?

A, Well, I talked to the steward of camp No, 3, They had just
Pinished their dinner down there and I don't kmow what his
name was but he was back there, I remember he had his hand,
fist doubled up In a cast and a black eyes that is the
only thing I remember, Evidently had had a fight and got
in in both ways, I said, "Well, some of the fellows don't
geem to be very hungry." He said, "Well, there were 114 at
dimmer." He kept track of it.

46, Q, At‘which camp?

A, TNo. 3, and there were supposed to be somewhat over 2003 at
least he considered those that ate were not as meny as should
have been or might have been, I noticed there were a lot of
men lying in their bunks and evidently they were not interested
in much of anything. I looked over the whole place and I
asked Mr, Cutler where they got their liquor and he said
"There is a saloon or place right here where they get 1%“
and I said, "Let's go over and see the place" so I went over
and there were a lot of them around there that were pretty
drunk, You kmow how they want to talk so I qot away from
there as quickly as possidle, Cutler said, "This is the
first time I been in this place™ and he was very glad to
g:t away from 1t because they lmew him and would come around
tagkle him about something or other; you ¥mow, wsnted to talk
to him, ;

47, Q. Hpve you{ﬁodn in Mlami com&ﬁnuously since Dept,2na?

A, No, on Tuesday, that would be the 3rd, I went out to the
Transient Camp and inspegted the damage dome there by the
wind and’'I left Miami 5 o'clock Tuesday night and drove
into Jacksonville and got in about 1:30 3in the morning.
lrs, Baggs was with mej we went in together, I went to
the dffice about 9 ofclock next morning and stayed in the
office and Mr, Van Hyning asked me to come back with him
that same night; that was Wednesday night, So I came baeck to
Miami and immediately took part in the storm relief program,

48, Q¢ Vhat was your part in the storm relief program?

A, I took no part in identification as such, I took charge of
transportation of both the living and the dead and arranged
for feeding the relief crews that went down there , all from
Miami ., I did not leave Miami at ally Just made physical
arrangements for feeding one day 500 and next day 1,000,

=
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A

Qs

A.

Qe
A,

imediatelys I told him what I eame down for and he
said, "Well, would you like to sec the othes ungn, to
look around the campa?" and I told, yes. So he teok
Mrs. Baggs and I in his ear and we drove on down to Nio.3
on Lower latesumbe, It was about no then; in fact
they had Jjust finished eating thelr dimmer at Lower
Matecumbe camp when I got there, We rent 211 through
the camp and inspeeted all the buildu}tga and aso forth,
¥rs. Baggs sz in the ear while we 'went arowund besaunae
somé of the =ews jJust felt it would l# better for her to
stay in the sar, ' !

giag' :{m eunbact__"inym at the headquaf-tera at Matecumbe
? ' : |

e
Ro one at the time I first got there.r I only saw Cutlers
the only ome of the staff, I dién't /g0 upstairs. I was
not fariliar with the building or how the offices were
arranged, In faet I didn't lmow thepe were offices on the
second floor at the time, |

Lid you see Ray m.'l.dm, ﬁhe Amhtq%t Direator?
I dian't ses him at this time, I whlked &n the Pront door

and just by chanee Cutler walked down stadrs and I told
I didn*t gsee Ray Shelden

ST e S Mt ao o g No. 3 turne
2 7 . a
Bo e, ‘s ana T iSob0a 0. 0i0l oo AE0R 0BD Hoo 3 we re
Cutler spoks of the site being mafher undesirable and very
temporarys that they had chogem apother place which was
Rﬁ'n:d down M%;Lgignt eﬂn pagp at the 1mts.o§al found
s tempo Ve not s there very long gnuge

cutier said ;':a wanted to ;‘zinnar we would have to get

back to the heotel, We went _
obably & 1ittle before that, snd Cutler took was in the
nﬂu root and we sat down end had a very nige dinner and
while we were there, Cutler sbepped out and got Ray Sheldo>,
who was wi:lent%z-in the building, and brought him down
and introdused he director in cherge down
thare, Ho sat down at the tallle with the two of us and
talked to ms about 8 in géneral wntil ebout 1:30 when
he was callad on the telephomwe., It was 1130 within a couple
of minmites ¢me way or the other, because I notieed the time,
You Imow, taking out your watehiand just locking at it, a
minute or two does not mmtte way or the other, The
telephone was upstairs end; sed himself and wemt
and answered the telephonei 8 gone a very few minutes

and g¢ame back and said = but that he had to
' : 1s arn@ beeause the
onvillegso

m-‘.%un ' Ghent In J
m ] 3‘1 -3

' thepe not later than 1:15,

»
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18, Q. Dc&g:u know who 1t was ¢alled Nim to the telephome about
1:50 :

. Ae 1 don't lmow who called at 11303 no.
7. Q. Pid he indicate with whom he had been talling?

A. He indiceted aweather report from some¢ source $} I am not
sure where it came from, I don't kmow where 4% came Prom,
He sedd 1t was a weather veport and that he wag sure it
was coming there because they gave him the barometer readings -
both in Mismi and Xey West and they had taken the bzrometer
read there,~ They had a barometer on the dable, as I found
out la when I went upstairs,-and the barometer reading
wag considerably lower at Matecumbe than it waz eithor at
lami or Key Weat, which indicated to him they were right
in line of the storm,

18- Q. What time would you say he fimally left yout

"4, Well, he went upstairs at 1130 and was not gome more than
five mimites dnd he geme Dack just & mimute and went right
back up egain, He just eame down to tell us he wonid have
to leave us and get bumy on this thing.

18. Q. D44 he indisate that he was golng to ask for a train or

he was going to weport such weather information as he had
__to Ghent?

A, Right at that moment I thought he was more interested in
trying to plet the position of the storm onm the map he had
there, Now I stayed downsteirs for prebably another ten
minutes after that,» not exeeeding tem mimiteswe which
would have made it not over quarter %o two at the lateste
Then I left Mra. Baggs and went upstairs, Aa I say, I
ald not Imow what the layeout wes up theres didm't even
kmow they had offices uwp there, I found the office thewe
and quite a grouwp of men sitiing around & %able playing
cards, and a couple of ladies there, One was a s tenographer
and ‘I don't knew whe the other one was, Mre, Fidtehmen was
one, BShe wes in the room, and seme othér woman, So when T
game up, he was teleph g at the time, He turned from
the telephome and said, have galled the wailroad and
théy tell me that 1 have got to get verification from
at.zwﬂm". Then he ealled or Ghent ealled him,-
I am not sure which 4t was, At lsast he talled to Ghent
and wvhen he twrned from the telg;'hme a segond time he
said, "Ghent 4s on the way dewn'and he s eall ~4either

- 1a ealling or hes ealled) St,Augustine and ve ed my
request for a train,”

19. Q. Do you know whether or not he had just previously to that
| 73y vy
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