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PROMOTIONAL OUTLETS for CULTURAL EVENTS

NewmanPR has spent more than 30 years spearheading public relations for the Florida
Keys & Key West Tourist Development Council. The agency has many ways to promote
the Keys’ cultural highlights, and those listed here may be appropriate for your offering.

1. Advance Press Releases. We write “advance” press releases on many special events
to alert media and their audiences about them. These releases, with photos, are
distributed as appropriate to regional, national, international, online and niche media and
published in the “newsflash” section of the TDC website, which averages nearly one million
monthly visitors. They are also promoted via the Keys' Facebook and Twitter presences.
Each release includes the URL and link to the event or presenting organization’s website.
See examples at www.fla-keys.com/news/.

2. Keys Traveler E-newsletter. NewmanPR's “Keys Traveler” e-newsletter is distributed
each month to nearly 50,000 opt-in consumer and media subscribers who have requested
information on the Keys and Key West. Each issue features prominent stories about Keys
cultural highlights. Each story includes the URL and link to the event or presenting
organization’s website. See the current issue at www.fla-keys.com/newsletter.

3. TDC Online Calendar. The monthly calendar, spotlighting events of interest to visitors,
is @ prominent feature of the TDC’s website that receives excellent traffic from consumers
and media. Calendar listings include the date and time of the event, a brief description,
contact information and a link to the event or presenting organization’s website. See the
calendar at www.fla-keys.com/calendarofevents/.

4. “Keys Voices” Weekly Feature Blog. The “Keys Voices” blog includes positive,
feature-style stories on Keys festivals and events, culture, food, history, environment,
people, unique places, and other aspects — written in a casual, friendly tone much like a
newspaper column. It reaches the audience that regards social networking sites and blogs
as significant information resources, while providing a personal, authentic voice to entice
readers to visit the destination. See the current feature at www.keysvoices.com.

5. Florida Keys TravelVision “Video of the Week.” Florida Keys TravelVision,
positioned on the home page of the TDC website, airs brief “video of the week” segments
on enticing, quirky Keys highlights and events. The agency conceives, shoots and

Qi\/--"i _y produces each segment — and many past videos have focused on cultural topics. We also

upload each “video of the week” segment to the Keys’ YouTube video channel and other
~online and social media venues. See the current video at www.fla-keys.com.

Carol Shaughnessy: carol@newmanpr.com
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THREE ‘MUST DO’ TIPS

1. Make sure NewmanPR knows about your offering. Put us on your e-mail list and
keep us informed. We can’'t promote your event if you don’t provide us with timely, detailed

information about it.

2. When you’re planning your event, incorporate elements that are visual, unusual,
and indigenous to the Keys. Those are the types of things that make an event media-
worthy. Feel free to contact us during your planning process to discuss potential ideas.

3. Send us your event or season’s schedule as soon as you have it completed, so we
can start sharing it with media and working on ways to promote your offering.

Remember, NewmanPR and the TDC are focused on attracting out—of-county media and
visitors — so we encourage you to do your own press releases and PR in addition to ouy

efforts. The strongest PR program is one where we all work together. Y il }f
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PRESS RELEASE “CHEAT SHEET”

When you're writing a press release or public service announcement, don’t just
focus on what you want to communicate — focus on presenting it in a way that
makes it easy for the media to use it. In other words, give the media what it

wants.

* Make sure what you’re sending is news. If it's not news, it won't be used. It's

particularly important to distinguish what'’s local “news” and what'’s “news” for
regional or national outlets.

* Send your releases and calendar listings LONG before your event begins.
Magazines usually work three months ahead of time. NewmanPR needs your
information a minimum of 8 weeks before your event. The Arts Council and other
venues need to receive calendar items at least three weeks before you want

them to appear.

* Find out the name of the editor you’re targeting. Look at the publication’s
masthead or the website’s “about us” section, or call the media outlet.

* Get your facts straight. If an inaccurate fact in your release causes trouble for
an editor or publication, that media outlet isn't likely to use anything from you
again.

* Don’t gush. Don’t use language more suitable for a personal blog entry. Be
enthusiastic, but straightforward and precise.

* Use good grammar and SpellCheck. Study press releases, like those in the
www.fla-keys.com news section, to learn the accepted format.

* Provide contact information. List your organization’s website and a phone
number. Never assume that the public, or the media, knows how to reach you.

* Get to the point right away. Put the NEWS — such as the date, time and
place of your event — in the first paragraph. Follow the journalism basics: Who,
What, Where, When, and then Why.

Carol Shaughnessy: carol@newmanpr.com
Julie Botteri: webeditor@fla-keys.com




