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Introduction

The Palm Beach Museum of Natural History (PBMNH)}

a private non-profit organization that curates 2 wide variety
of paleontological.  anthropologicsl. and  are r%&oﬁn&
resources, including approximately $00 boxes m the South
Florida Archaselogical Collection (SFACT Of considerable
note, this s one o the Jargestarchaeological collections howused
in southeast Florida. One prominent compoenent of the SFAC
is a sizeable selection of human skeletal remains. Qriginating
from 21 different archaeclogical sites and representing the
full or partial remoants of & minimum of 139 individuals,
this material demands study. To date, some investication
has beert completed and is referenced herein. However. no
collection-wide, in-depth osteolpgical
been undertaken. This articie o
towards this endéavoer.

minary slep

The State of Physical Anthropolegy in Southeast Florida

fn shott, based on this brief analyvsis and
1er research on Floric
pulatiens. 1t s 0w

P N pinion
physical anthrop oa/ of the native Floridians is
poorly known and that few pd;Ew 15 to remedy

ilus problem ¢ occurred bevond superficial
consultation  [lscan  and  Miller-Shaivitz
1983:114),

Since the above quote first appeared i The Florida
Anthropolegist, there have been some notzble improvements
to our physical anthropological knowledge of specific
archaeological sites in southeast Florida (Table 1). Isler et al.
(1983), Iscan and Kennedy {1987), Iscan and Kessel {1985},
and bscan et al. (1993, 1995) published information abourt the
Highland Beach Mound (8PB11). Nebot (8PB219). Boynton
Mound (RPB10GO). Brickell Blaff (8D g 2). and :yi
South (8DAT0S31 data about Santa Maria (8DA2132) was
reported by Carr et al. {1984), and osicological analysis of the
Pine Island site (8BDI113) by Felmlsy 1199Q). In addition.
Miller-Shaivitz and Iscan (1991 discussed the “physical
and health characteristics” of the peonle of Fort Center
Moreover, several comparatise works rmfw appeared. These
mclude Iscan’s (1989} evaluation of the dentition from the
Highland Beach Mound in contrast to populations from the
American Midwest, Winland's

) conmparison of several

East Oreurmoorn Area skeletal populations o others tocated
around  Flor and Elgart-Berry's (2003) odentological
investigation Eac? ing eight southeast Florida sites. Finally,
brief notes concerning skeletal populations are available in
Bullen (1957 for the mop.m Raton Sand Mound (alse known as
Barnbill Mound} (8P ewman (1993) for the Cheetum
site (RDA1038) ,,na m:&:m et al. (1981 for the Patrician
Mound (8PB99), along with additional information about the
Boynion M ound site in Ja yffee {19767, Despite this excellent
beginning, the comprehensive physical anthropological study
of native southeast Floridians is still Tacking. For example,
in her landmark review, Prehisioric Meortuary Practicves in
the Everglades Cultural Area, Flovido, Felm (1991.93y
states “available data on prehistoric mortuary practices in the
Everglades cultural area is limited and seriousty hampered by
a lack of osteological analvsis:” Indeed, the most inclusive
study of burials in Fiorida found only ene archasological site
om the southeast region of the state where available dawa
‘age. sex. health, bu .rm tavout and tvpe, associated artifacts,
ete.} was complete enough to be utilized (Klingle 2006). This
defictency must v addrassed. and the remains curated in the
SFAC represent an excellent opportunity for collecting such
haseline data.

An additional article of note. Kessel (2001 described the
human skeletal material curated at Florida Atlantic University
(FAL) This excellent commentary demonstrated a Framewaork
for 2 simple. concise. and clear method to disseminate
miormation into the academic community. Consequently. it
was employ ed as a model for the writing of this article.

The STAC is the cumulative result of almost 350
years of excavations by the now defunct Broward County
Archaeclogical ﬁoﬁn? {BCAS). It is the legacy of hard work
by many archaeologists. both professional and svocational.
They excavated numerous archaeological sites in southeast
Florida and reported many in The Florida Anthropologist,
During preparations for ongoing analyvsis of the SFAC,
ar extensive litevature review revealed both the depth of
previousiv completed archaeological research and the wide
selection of skeletal material awaiting intensive physical
anth (et ]
of It | s coliect
the n?mi»man d& TZ Okeechobee a E.m?. with a Zm&m
individual from the Lake Okeechobee Area (Carr and Beriault
1984) (Figure 1}, These materials dare from the Late Archaic
through the Qmmmﬁ archaeological perinds, a sequence of
4.000 years. This wide swath of geographic and temporal data
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