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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
AT THE ORTONA EARTHWORKS AND MOUNDS

Robert 8. Carr, David Dickel, and Marilyn Masson

This paper presems sesubts of an archacologica) projeet
conducted in 1990-19%1 by the Archasological and Historical
Conservancy (AHC) of Miami, Florida, 3t the Ontonz site in
Glades County, sonthern Flonda (Figure 13, The work was
funded by 3 Special Category Grant from the Florida Depart
ment of State, Division ot Historical Resources. In addition
archacological field wark and analysis, the gram provided for
public education such as the production of en-site exhibits and
signage as well as preparatton of this publication 2bout Onong

The Onana site 15 located in rural Glades County a1 the
nonhwestern adge of the Everglades near the Caloosshatches
River and Lake Okeechobee Although the existence of large
American ndian canthworks @t Oriona has been known for
many years, shey have remained veny poorly documented uniil
now, Indesd, this projest represents the ficst comprehensive
archacological work gver conducted 3t Oronz, As sugh, e
project atempts ! iy for futore rescarch.

First, we expl the o T the Ortona project. Then we
introduce the site’s natural setting and previows archaeological
research, Next, we describe Qrona’s major sie Componenis and
grve detailed sccounts of cxemations. We then analyze the
recovered cultyral materials awd imerprer them and the sie.
Einally, we brigfly describe public dispiavs and odueation at
Ontona.

Project Goals |

The Ortona archacological projec: was zanducied with twa
nrincipal goals and several secondary ones, A pf cgoal was
to wentify, locate, and deierming bourdarncs of extensive
mounds and oiher earthworks at the Onona site, This project’s
emphasis was on site camponents locited in Omtona Indian
Mound Park oweed by Glades County. However. ether adjacem
site components also wees studied.

Unforunately, the reral Ortona arca has heen hard hit in the
Jast SO vears by numerous alierations. such as sand mining and
land chearing. Consequently, much of the Onona site has been
destroyed or altered severely, Thus, an important part of this
project was @ review of archival docsments, especially maps
and accounts by previcus scholars whe visited the site, as well
as imerpretation of historic scriad photographs of the xrea dating
hack 10 1948, The use of these aernini photogeaphs along with
ficld shecks produced daa for deicrmining the locaion and
form of Otona’s site components. Although some interprete:
uone are weakened by the rubiectvity of our Judgement
(heeanse various companents are alicred or gone and could not
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be verified in the field), the resulting site maps (Figures 2 and
3 are the best representations. 1o date, of the Ortona site.

The project’s second principa) goal was to determine intra-site
variability i 1erms of function and chronolegy of the various
Qrona site components, Existing components were tested 1o
recover evidence of cuimral xtivity and 1o assess changes
thrgugh time at cach tested component. Also, varigtions between
site components 1n terms of the matenal record were assessed.

Testing was limited 10 those recogrized site components and
adjacent areas 3 determuined by archival evidense, informant
dam, ang ficld observations. A major challenge was that most
of Ortona’s site components, with the exception of the Large
Mound (BGL3Y and Mound A (8GLSD), are not casily recog-
nized becauge of prior disturbance and 3 thick growth of
vegetation that covers most of the Onrena site. Jt was with the
aid of archivat aerial photographs (U .S5.D.A, 1948, 1949) that
most of the wesied components were identified and located.

A sepondary rescarch goal wes (o recover sufficient data to
provide some basic interpretations of Ortona’s ceramic assem-
blage. Another goal was 1o scover sufficient fauna bone and
fioral materials te provide an understanding of environznental
adaptation and the relaticoship of Onena subsistence with that
of other sites in the region.
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Figure 1: Location of the Ortona site in Florida.
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