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McAllister Hotel

Miami, Florida
Septembet 10, 1935

WILTON LINDSEY SiITH made the following
responses under oath to questions propounded
By H W Farmer, Investigator, in the :
exsmination entitled "Re Hurricanep Florida."
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HEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

WILTON LINDSEY SHITH:

And T said, "Colonel, I will stay with you then", and
he said "I will certainly appreciate it if you will",
so I asked him where we would stay and he said "We
will stay on the dredge boat "Sarasota" and so I put
on a supply of food and the storm hit us around quartcer
of five, I went aboard and I found quite a numbser

of fishermen, one of them had his wife; three veter-
ans aboard, One was Lieut, Myers -- I forget his
initials. One was named Pete, That is all I Imneow

anc the other one I never did know his name, bub they
rode the storm aboard the Sarasota,

I went to Blackie Pugh, who is first sergeant of Camp
#3. BRlackie had given orders for 21l the bogs to
back up everything they owend and get ready %o catch
the train, which would be there in two hours. This
was around 2:30 or 3:00 o'clock on September 2nd, and
I said to Blackie "Now, if that train gets in and you
nesd any help whatever to get the boys aboard the
train, you please call on-me,"

7 Q. Why did you think you might have difficulty
in getting the boys aboard? :

A, The reason I thought we would have trouble

I went aboard the dredge boat Oriente and found one
veteramnm whose name I do not know, who did not krnow
they were ordered out to catch.the train., He and two
other bogs, namely: one was named Perdue and the
other's first name was Hank and his home was in

gst Virginia, Perdue and Hank were both in Miami
during the storm,

Tuesday morning, September 3d, after the storm had
died down considsrably, I made the bosy some coffee
and a hot breakfast and talked to them to get out

and help the wounded and do whatevér they could do.,
They worked that day, Tuesday, helping the wounded
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and dead, We found the dead floating under trees,
in trees, in the swamps, under railroad track and
during Tuesday we put 37 dead bodies at the boat
slip at Camp #3. We cared for wounded *the best we
could as we had no facilities for taking care of
then,

On Jednesdsy morning about eight ofclock a coast

guard plane came in, but did not land. The next plane
came in brought Mrs Bradford, whose husband was in

the storm -- he run a store at Camp #3, Ferry Slip.
Finally we did have a coast guard plane that did land,
telling us that there was a coast guard plane on the
Y.

e saw the following dead bodies, which I identified
as follows: ;
One body-=- a fellow they called the shoemaker
at Camp #3
Harry Rice was wounded and sent to the hospital
His ribs and they thought his back, was broken
A one=-armed veteran-- I do not know his nsme
A 1ittle spanish fellow, who was working in the
kitchen at Camp #3

8, Q. Have you se=n any veterans from either of the
camps here in twon since vou left?

A, Yos, T have seen quite a few last night, I
saw Capt, Davis of Camp #3, I saw a little shorst
fellow named Pete, who took care of the linen at
the Wilson cottage, I saw a number of them last
night, I couldn't tell you the names, I saw another
Tellow from Camp #3, but I think he was in charge of
the lumber. I am positive that he wus in charge of
the lumber, I saw him in town last night., I saw lMewshaw,

On Wednesday afternoon a coast guard cutter came in

and we sent 37 dead bodies and 67 veterans, some of whom
were wounded. One who was wounded to my knowledge was
Blackie Pugh, first sergeant at Camp #3; EHarry

Smith, mess sergeant at Camp #3; another Smith, cook

at Camp #3; another by the name of Jimmie who was

barber in Camp #3; Art Newshaw, Camp #3, Pete =~
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9.

10.

11.

12,

That is all the bosy I could say, 0. S. Sain,
Timekeeper, Camp #3, was wounded,

Q. What veterans, did you say, who were at the camp
as civilian employes at the time of the storm?

A, Capt, Burruz, myself and W. L., Smith, Capt. E. H Sherran,
a swede named Jolm =- I can't think of his last name,
and I can't say whether Mr Burruz was a veteran or not.

Q. Do you know anything of the storm warnings
that were sent or any effort that was made to
evacuate the camps?

A. T know Capt, Sheeran, who has been through every
hurricane, including the 1906 and 1909 hurricanes,
through Kelly, who was telephone operator, was check-
ing Ft. Myers, Titusville, Miami and Key West, We
knew, through their check around 9:30 or 10:00 on
September 2d, that we were in the direct path of the
hurricane, I know that Capt Sherran left Camp #3

in the morning to go to the Veterans Headquarters

at the Matecumbe Hotel and again in the afternoon,

to warn them about the hurricane and to get the boys
out, Capt. Bob Combs, a civilian, was in Camp #3
Monday morning and warned us that all the old timers,
ineluding himself, and from the weather reports,

they expected the storm to hit us and was warning
everybody about it, '

Q. Do you kmow whether or not the veterans were
expecting to get out?

A. Yes, the veterans wers expecting to get out and were
nailing up and working and expecting the train would

come in any minute, They had been told by Capt Davis

and Blackie that the train was on the way to take them

out, They were packing up their suit cases when the storm
hit. At Camp #3 Lower Matecumbe, at quarter of five Monday
they were all ready to leave,

Qe.0Over what period of time did the hurricane extend?
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13,

15.

A, It got bad around 7:00 ofclock Nonday evening
and it was bad from then until 9:10 P.,M. Then

we had a lull of 55 mintues; stars ceme out and

it was calm, It had been raining., The storm came
back on us directly out of the East and it was twice
as bad as the first. When the storm returned, the
tidal wave started., It lasted from around ten
o'clock until something after three A.M, Sept. 3d.
All day Tuesday we had such hard rain and wind that
1t was almost impossible to give any assi-tance

to anyone that was wounded or hurt,

Q. Do you know the whereabouts of any of the
officials of these three camps during Sunday, Monday
or Tuesday?

A. The only thing I know is what T have heard. Mr
Sheldon was in Key West and came homse Sunday on the
Ferry, which arrived between four and five, Mr

Ghent's offices are either in Jacksonville or Miami,

I saw Capt. Davis at 5:30 Monday, Sept. 2d. Capt

Davis rode the storm out with his boys on a tank

car at lower Matecumbe, Blackie Pugh, first sergeant,
also rode the storm out on a tank car, Capt., Davis

came in about three o!clock Sunday affernocon., The

mess sergeant was on duty at Camp #3, The ambuylance
driver -~ a big good looking fellow, I know was killed,
He had a big 2 x 4 run through his stomsch. T saw

that myself., Elmer was his first name O I know that,
The boys in charge of the infirmary were on duty, I don't
know their names, Capt, Sherran, who had charge of
working the boys on the Overseas Bridge Project, was on
duty all day BRXENBX QB RENA XX BRI EEXRESFBRE ¥ XHARX ARXAREY
Sunday, Sept 1lst, Monday Sept 2d, Tuesday Sept 3d. and
Wednesday Sept 4th, Mr Sherran's instructions were
Sunday, Sept 1lst, that we were all going to leave Lower
Matecumbe, including hi ‘self, providing the veterans were
taken out,

Q. Do you know why the veterans were not taken out?

A, The only reason I know is that the train didn't
got throughs They were all ready to go for hours.

Q. Have you any information as to whether the
train was asked for?

A, I know the train was asked for and was wrecked
on 1ts way, I only know Mr Sheldon was the man
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Who was supposed to ask for the train -- that is only
heresay on my part,

16. Q. Is there any further information you would like %o
give?

A, T would like to give Capt., Sherran a little praise,
Capt. Sherran refused to leave Camp #3 until the veter-
ans were taken off, After We thought they were going
to be delayed in getting out, he decided to stay and
ride it out with them. All food supplies of Camp #3
wer - destroyed. By foresight of Capt, Sherran, T

had stored several days' supply aboard the dredge boat
Sarasota. In doing same we were able to feed veterans
who wer: alive, fishermen and civilians who were there
on the bridge project, Tuesday and Wednesdgy.

I want to say something for Capt, Davis. When the
first coast guard cutter reached Camp #3 around 1:30
in the afternoon, I believe Wednesday, Davis got us

and told us that all the bosy that wanted to get out,
to get aboard this cutter and he ask:d for volunteers
and he said he was going to stay there and the only
men he wanted to stay there were those who wers willing
to get out and help him get all the bodies they could,
The Wational Guard came in Thursday morning., Capt,
Davis was still bringing out dead bodies, with twelve
other veterans. They were ordered by the National
Guard to go to the quarters where they had been staying -
that was on the Sarasota, Capt, Davis hagd quite a

bit of trouble with his boys, because they had been
run out by the National Guard and the next coast

guard cutter coming in the Capt, came to me and asked
where he could find the rest of the veterans, I
carried him to Capt. Davis and they talked it over

and Davis decided that he would leave and carry the

12 men with hin,

Doc, Griffen and the men who had charge of the infirmary,
whose names I will try to r-member and furnish you with list,
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1 / T Lreede 7. Qs Hoc SOLEMNLY SWRAR, thet the statements mde
herein in rupuu“ questions propounded by H, W, Parmer, Investigator,
have been reed by me and they are true and correot, (with the exceptiom
of aush imitialed corrections as may appear therein) ta the best of ny
mowledge and belief, 50 help me 60D

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me He We FARMER, an Investigetey
of the Veterans' Administrationm ,427,/_/‘2/ /7 3S

7

s Ve FArmer gater
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