KEY WEST AND FLORIDA KEYS NEWS ITEMS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST
COLLECTED FROM SAVANNAH, GLORGIA NEWSPAPERS AT THE SAVANNAH
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Collected by Pam and John Viele August 25-27, 1996, using reference
lists previously compiled by Gail Swanson.

1784

3/2 The Gazette of the State of Georgia

"Nassau (New Providence) July 31. The sloop Le Petit Mississippi,
Yves Capseq master, from New Orleans for Cape Francais, was lost on
a shoal, six leagues to the northward of Cape Florida the 30th of
last month. The passengers, cargo, and crew were saved and brought
to this port by Capt. William Smith in the schooner Mayflower."

1786

9/21 The Gazette of the Sate of Georgia p2 c3

Details of pirate attack on the Spanish snow St Francisco, from
Havana for Cadiz, in the Bahama Streights (Florida Straits) on 1
Aug. A boat from the pirate sloop with 14 men armed with pistols
and cutlasses boarded the snow, plundered everything of wvalue
including $33,349 in gold and silver. They abused the crew and cut
one man's hand with a cutlass. T™he pirate sloop was about 80 tons
burden manned by about 40 men. [complete article photo copied]

1791

12/8 Georgia Gazette p3 cl

"Nev, 18, The brigantine Ross Packet, John Best master, out 41 days
frca. the Bay of Honduras to London, was lost at half past 9 pm,
Nov. Sth, on the Martyr's Reef. The crew with some mahogany are
brought to this place by two wrecking vessels."

1794

2/13 Georgia Gazette p3 ci

"The Brig Echo, Nicholls, from Jamaica for New York, was lost on
the 22nd instant on the Martyr's Reef, on the coast of Florida."

1796

1/7 Georgia Gazette p3 c¢c2

The brig Telegraphe, Mariner, from Havana for Philadelphia, was
driven ashore in a gale of wind at S o'clock am on Monday the 14th
instant, on Sandy Key Reef. The masts were immediately cut away to
secure the vessel, then beating hard on the reef. All the people
got safe ashore on the key, with some provisions, baggage, and also
about 40,000 dollars. On Tuesday the 15th, the sloop Jane from
North Carolina, fell in with them, and brought intelligence of
their situation to this place; upon which several vessels went off
to their assistance. On Monday last the Ranger, Mackenny, got to
them, and took the people with what they had secured on board, and
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