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1. It was crucial to assure

that the 55

delegates who met for six days a |

week from May to September, 1787,
were not disturbed. The cobblestone
street outside Philadelphia’s Indepen-
dence Hall was covered with dirt so
that the clatter of carriages would not
distract the Founding Fathers.

2. James Madison, the Father of the
Constitution, presided over the con-
vention. A bachelor, a hypochondriac
and a superachiever who rushed to
Philadelphia two weeks early, he
wound up taking so many notes (three
volumes) that he never left the meet-
ings for more than an hour.

3. One long-winded delegate, Alex-

- ander Hamilton, gave one speech last-
ing five hours. Another big talker,
Gouverneur Morris, often resorted to
stomping his wooden leg on the floor
to emphasize a point.

4. Benjamin Franklin was, at 81, the |

oldest delegate. He was so sick from
gout and kidney stones that he had to
be hauled into the sessions by con-
victs from a nearby jail on a special
sedan ehair imported from France.

5. Jacob Shallus, a Philadelphia
clerk and the father of eight, was
hired to carefully write out the final
document in longhand. He had 40
hours in which to copy the four sheets
(then consisting of 4,440 words). For
this, he was paid $30.

6. The Constitution was written on
parchment made from calf or lamb-

skin. The ink was a mix of oak free | visitors a year can view the first and

fluid and dye.
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11. The original document is dis-
played in the National Archives in
| Washington, D.C., in a bulletproof dis-
play case filled with helium and |
water vapor to preserve it by main- |

taining proper humidity. Every night, [

it is lowered 25 ft. into a vault sealed
by five-ton doors and strong emough
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in the capital in 1952. The document
was unharmed. -~ - _

18. The US. Constitution is the old-
est one in the world. At least 159 other

to withstand a nuclear explosion.
12. The entire Constitution is on
view only once a year — on Sept. 17,
At other times, more than a million

| fourth pages. But this week, the entire

7. Even the Founding Fathers made
mistakes: Pennsylvania is misspelled
in the original document (an “n” is
missing). The 25th Amendment also
has a missing “s” in Section 4.

8. The Constitution was signed by 39
delegates, in geographical order —
starting with New Hampshire in the
north to Georgia in the south.

9. The US. boasts 182 towns named
Liberty and 39 named Independence,

but there’s only one Constitution — in
Georgia.

10. The Constitution, including all
amendments made since the original
drafting, totals 7,567 words.

r Constitution will be on view.

—countries “ have constitutions — in-

 cluding El Salvador, which has }iad 36 |

so far.

19. An original printing of the first |

-draft of the Constitution was auc-
tioned off in May, 1987, before a less-

than-eager Washington, D.C., au- |
dience. Only one person bid for the |

13. Nearly 10,000 amendments have
‘"been proposed, but only 26 have be- |
' come law. Any citizen can suggest a
TConstitutionaI amendment, |

'14. In 1893, an amendment was pro-
{posed that the U.S. should be known
las the United States of the Earth. I

‘115. The word democracy does not
:appear anywhere in the Constitution.

document, which once belonged to

Founding Father James Wilson. (He |
| was nearly jailed for debt and- died

after a nervous breakdown.) The
anonymous bidder shelled out $85,000

| for a piece of American history.

20. Since the birth of the Constitu-
tion, the U.S. has seen 10 generations
and 40 Presidents, and Americans
have made seven trips to the moon.0]

'16. One amendment was written
specifically to counter another — the
{18th declared prohibition of alcohol,
land the 21st repealed the 18th.

|

'17. In October, 1986, Randall Bruce '
Husar, 36, of Colorado, attacked the
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 Constitution display case with a ham- ]
er. It was the first attack since the |
document was put on public display |
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