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AMERICAN INDIANS 1

Introduction

This select catalog lists the records published on
microfilm by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) that relate directly to American
Indians, to the formation of federal Indian policy, and to
the personnel who created or enforced that policy. The
catalog is divided into civilian agency records and mili-
tary establishment records. In each section, the publica-
tions containing the most information about Indians are
listed first.

Brief narratives give the history of the office that cre-
ated or accumulated the records as well as the type,
scope, and organization of the records themselves. In
several cases, the narrative has been omitted because the
publication titles are self-explanatory and the publica-
tion consists of only a single roll of microfilm. In other
cases, narratives are used sparingly because the records
on microfilm cover a broad range of subjects, only a few
of which relate directly to American Indians. For such
microfilm publications, only the rolls dealing primarily
with Indian subjects are listed. However, when a micro-
film publication relating to Indians and other subjects
contains only a few rolls, all the rolls are listed. Rolls of
microfilm may be purchased individually.

The narratives in this catalog are necessarily less
detailed than the information contained in the descrip-
tive pamphlets (DPs). Descriptive pamphlets contain
explanations of the origin, content, and arrangement of
records for most microfilm publications. Researchers
wanting more information on individual publications
that have DPs may want to consult them before ordering
the publication. Because this select catalog lists only
records published by NARA on microfilm, it reflects
only a portion of manuscript material relating to Indians
in the National Archives.

For more complete information on the subject, see
Guide to Records in the National Archives Relating to
American Indians, compiled by Edward E. Hill (1981),
which is for sale from Publications Distribution (NECD),
Room G9, National Archives, Seventh and Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20408. The Guide pro-
vides a comprehensive review and description of NARA
records, including those on microfilm, that are con-
cerned with American Indians and their relations to the

American government and the people of the United
States. Indians who lived along the international bound-
aries of Canada and Mexico and in former colonies of
European nations and who had direct contacts with, and
were a matter of domestic concern to the United States,
are within the scope of the Guide. The Guide does not
include information about Indians in other parts of the
Americas with whom the United States may have had
more remote. concern in theconduct of foreign affairs or
who were the subject of a survey or study.

The records listed in this catalog are from the follow-
ing record groups:

Record
Group Title

11 General Records of the United States Government

22 Records of the Fish and Wildlife Service

29 Records of the Bureau of the Census

48 Records of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior

56  General Records of the Department of the Treasury

57 Records of the Geological Survey

59 General Records of the Department of State

75 Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

93  War Department Collection of Revolutlonary
War Records

94 Records of the Adjutant General’s Office,
1780's-1917

107  Records of the Office of the Secretary of War

108  Records of the Headquarters of the Army

109  War Department Collection of Confederate Records

123 Records of the United States Court of Claims

153  Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate
General (Army)

267  Records of the United States Supreme Court

360 Records of the Continental and Confederation
Congresses and the Constitutional Convention

303  Records of United States Army Continental
Commands, 1821-1920

This catalog was originally compiled by Cynthia G.
Fox, with assistance from Robert H. Gruber, Robert M.
Kvasnicka, Geraldine N. Phillips, Carmelita S. Ryan, and
Edward E. Hill. The principal editor was Constance
Potter. Mary C. Ryan and Mary Frances Morrow pre-
pared this most recent revision.




