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Monroe County Board of County Commissioners

February 1, 1986

The llighway Beautification Committee recommends to the Monroe County
Comnission the [LogosSystemsbe adapted throt

nout the county as an

equitable and economic way to inform visitors and residents of businesses
available in the county.

Logo signs are standard throughout the United States. Each sign is
approximately 9 foot by 9 foot, is blue and white and contains space for many
2 foot x 2 foot business signs or logos.. The entire sign is placed and con-
trolled by DOT, will look uniform and asthetically acceptable and save

space. Off-highway particularly will benefit from this system, as one sign
can advertise many businesses.

Further equitability is realized as greenbelt areas will remain so while areas

of concentrated gas stations, restaurants, hotels, etc., will also contain the bl

5

highest concentration of signage. Business will be assuming the responsibility
of advertising in their own area.

The HBC hm'lﬁfler Yecomn

ends that a Florida Keys Information Center be developed
and staffediin Key largo, where brochures, maps of all business enterprises

can be displayed. Also, Waysiderdirectory stands should be established where
appropriate and applicable: In the wayside park near MM 80, on Big Pine near the
Post Office, in Marathon in the parks by the airport.. The Wayside Directories
and the Tourist Information Centers should be paid for fromIDC funds. If Key
West feels it needs a Tourist Information Center out near the new Hampton Inn,

it should also have one, since no one can find their present Hospitality House.
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l Editor; TheReporterv -

This report from the Chairman of Roadside
Development for the Florida Federation of Garden
Clubs District XII. Betty B. Wilson, who also serves
on the Monroe County Highway Beautification
Committee, whose members are appointed by the
county commissioners. These are excerpts from
talks given before the Upper Keys Chamber of
Commerce at Key Largo, when Mrs. Wilson
presented the Chamber with a check for $500.00
donated by the Upper Keys Garden Club of
Tavernier, toward beautification of the median strip
project. Mrs. Wilson also spoke before the U.K.
Garden Club last Tuesday reporting on the
progress of the M.C. H.B.H.B.C.:

About three weeks ago two D.O.T. engineers
called us to gather a group of Upper Keys people
together for a meeting at the Frances Tracy Garden
Center, M.M. 94, to get our input on their newly
drawn plans for additional planting of trees along
the edge of their right-away. These would conform
to their guidelines and funds have been set aside for
plantings similar to this along all of the new
hzfghway areas Gown to Key West. This is not a part
of the Median Strip Project. Mile Marker 106 down
to 92.5 is set to be done in June of this year. The tree
groupings will be protected by federal and state and
removed under penalty of law.

Now, about the care of the plantings in the median
strip at present. Perhaps you have noticed that
grass and weeds have grown up around them,
making them unsightly and causing the shrubs to
struggle to grow. We spoke to Mr. McAllister about
D.O.T. using their crews from Big Pine Key to care
for these plantings, but it seems that it is difficult
for them to get their men that far north...too bad for
the Upper Keys!

I called Commissioner John Stormont about this
problem, and asked if a man from the county road
department could go out with a weed eater and keep
these areas cleared, and the head of that
department is trying to re-arrange things to that
they can help us on that problem. Many studies have
been in the works for the H.B.C. the past few
months: About nine months ago every member of
the committee conducted a survey of the Billboards
on U.S. 1in Monroe County. We covered every sign,
checking for permits and licenses, wading through
weeds and dense undergrowth to get to many of
these. It was a tremendous task, and what we found
should make every citizen of Monroe County
grimace. The latest license that we found was for
1977, but most of the signs were only licensed
through 1973-74. Someone really slipped up there,
just think of all the licensing fees that could have
been collected. Several of the new steel signs did not
have a building permit posted nor a license. A few of
these, ‘‘steel monstrosities”” were put up by the
Legg Co. and hurried to get their permits during the
two month interum last year before the moratorium
on sign boards went into effect. Some of the new
signboards were replacing old signboards without a
new permit. Did you know that most of the
billboards in the Keys do not conform to our building

code, and would be a hazard in a time of a severe

wind storm. Also have you ever noticed that most o:
the billboards in the
Marathon or Key West.?

We do not want any local merchant or busi
of any kind to suffer by the removal of billk
that is why the H.B.C. recommended to the M
County Commissioners that the Logo System
adopted throughout the county, as an equitable and
economic way to inform both our residents and
visitors alike of the businesses that are available in
each area.

Logo signs are standard throughout the United
States. Each sign is approx. 9'x9’, is blue and white,
and contains space for many 2'x2’ business signs or
logos. The entire sign is placed and controlled by
D.O.T., will look uniform and aesthetically
acceptable and save space. Off highway business will
also benefit from this system, as one sign can
advertise many businesses. i

The H.B.C. further recommends that a Florida
Information Center be developed and staffed in Key
Largo using T.D.C. funds where brochures, maps of
all business enterprises can be displayed...also along
wayside directory stands established where
appropriate and applicable. Some of these ideas are
mentioned in the Land Use Plan.

According to David Etheridge, editor of Florida
Keys Magazine, “The root question here is how big a
hit the county treasury will take to purchase the 400
billboards”. Did you know that there is still almost 9
million dollars held in Federal Trust Funds for
removal of illegal and non-conforming billboards,
and of that sum there is still over $800,000 in
Florida’s share of funds that we can apply for.
But...we must adopt an ordinance to be eligible for
these funds, even if they went for the expense of a
referendum we must still have an ordinance.

John Stormont, who always seems to be prepared,
has been studying many of the Billboard Ordinances
now being used in other counties of Florida and
other states all over the U.S. A few weeks ago he
called the H.B.C. members to his office, and we
came from all over the Keys, for the reading of his
proposed ordinance. The U.S. Supreme Court and
virtually all state courts have found that' the
aesthetic interest in community appearance..either
alone or when linked with non-aesthetic public
purposes...such as traffic safety, property values, or
tourism, is of sufficient government interest to
support and help to remove these signs.

Did you know that last year there was a fedgrsg
survey of states based on ‘‘aesthetic quality
Florida rated the 10th wugliest..because of the
surplus of off-property billboards. Quoting again
from David Ethridge, “...we elect our officials to
lead...and taking such an issue as billboards to
referendum shows neither leadership nor political
‘courage. ;

What the H.B.C. has endeavored to do is: to see
that the 106 miles of Overseas Highway, Our String
of Pearls, be cleaned up, so that we can be
designated one of the ‘‘Great scenic highways of
America”...and then we can all be proud that we
have contributed toward this designation!
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e —— e B - -

.+ 'soi_
pper Keys are advert ;33




6.

As T

members the state Department of T

slated for June.

(- —

Growing fund

BETTY WILSON, president of the Upper Keys Garden Club, presents Key Largo |
Chamber of Commerce President Lee Ganim with a $500 check for highway
beautification at a recent chamber meeting. Mrs. Wilson said told chamber

along U.S. One between mile marker 106-92%;. She said the work is
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U.K. CHAMBER UPDATE

HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION
PROGRAM

On July 27, 1984, the Monroe County Board of
Commissioners appointed Mayor Ken Sorensen
Chairman of the Highway Beautification Program,
and allocated $10,000 for the ?roject to be used for
the purchase and planting of trees between Mile
Markers 106 and 93.

The landscaping plan, tree selection, and pricing
of the trees is being obtained by Dale Baldwin and
Dan Carter with advisement from Monroe County
Horticulturist, Janet Bunch. Mr. Baldwin and Mr.
Carter of Dale Baldwin and Associates, Landscape
Architects, are donating their time and knowledge
in providing the maximum utilization of the $10,000.

Keynoter

photo by PHIL FOLEY

- n has set aside money for more
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Ms. Bunch'is coordinating the project to assure the |

planting falls within the Department of
Transportation and County requirements. -

Continued maintenance of the trees will be don
by the County. :

The permits from DOT and purchasing of the
trees is slated for about September 30, 1984. To
insure the completion of success of the Highway
Beautification Program, it is hoped that the $10,000 |
from the County can be matched by local business,
civic and individual contributions and donations.

The Upper Keys Chamber of Commerce,
represented by Dr. Jim Boilini, is enlisting the aid of
all residents, businesses, and organizations to
complete this much needed Highway Beautification

. Dr. Boilini asks that you let your concern
and pride in our Upper Keys Community be shown
through your donation for the success of this
project.

Any contributions should be directed to the
Florida Upper Keys Chamber of Commerce,
Highway Beautification Fund, Box 274-C, Key
Largo, FL 33037.

TN
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The fight againet Billboards began in 1909, in Hawmii, b y a group of woman calling
thenselves "The Quidoon (incle, The battle fon legiolation ook 14 years, but ﬁauau
elininated all polluting signs from thein beautiful islands,

The cﬂucecton for Gournian ton the Nyvaian 1as, /Jtatea’ in 1953, Mouwnism id Luiontant
to the ewnomy of the State, and the business commnity undenstonds the need to protect
and presenve the beaty of the islands, in onder to ponote and seapetugte this indusitny,

veglienreninentayofroungacenicitlonidasiepsy feel Ui way about our 107 nile chain
of i/Jlrma’/J. Jary ﬂr’vua peoole Aav«o 410}€en GUE vainst billboands as, "anfenmeedapoitd-
 far back as [eddy Ronaevelt in (90: rﬁew have been called, "t 0/ agones=

alon apainast the %e/u.c'm (rmdﬂcaop" "4 Jorn of blight which invaniably lowers propenty

valuea, tuadf-% enafcgg, and mvmt,aé( y discouna;es toWr:z : T}W& 4eu/< t‘ae um,wc.ierf

Lho : stitutionnlprishibutogprivacy!’. Inlike other forns of adv,
Ju.c‘a can be e&_nmaieq’ at the z"&.p of a /motcft on a fu/m a,f a pe. .. there Lo no posa-
Lole way o fwm o;f,L a 51.&’)0&/&( Because they ane designed to distract motorists att-
7L - ALSO- (S WIS "Highwaye with billbounds have more accidents”,

aca)ft.rrfi_ng W q qunvey 6u, f”' ‘rr-t'Z Safety Councid,

I an 'ﬁiﬁ‘mat Moot 6L llhogris MVM&AQ Liguon, cignmettes, and othan
vwrfu,céa :a‘u.m have nothing o do with rogdside business”, A national pau of Holidey
Inrw Jound that 97% of thein cuests resenved thein rooms in advance, and thein conrny

reflects this with z‘/zpua new advertising,..no pulaing licht, just sophisticated advort,

There ane a rumben of al tives Tonbillbommds 4o bring tourist 4o the businessens,
The [ounty Ainhwny 8aqzza,ft_c/ziwn (omnittee nescanched these and in Febn, 1955 made
recommendations to the Boand of County Lomnissionens Jorn thein study: Besides the wse of
Logo wagatens i Mile M <r=rm, t‘ea Tutuzwf Develon me-zf louncld cou Mu@uﬁ welcome
siation nean il 06 i th - !! { o) the brochures and other business annorncencnts of special
events; and of cournse thene is always the radiswstations, &.e newapapens and the yeldow
ngmm many othen T . tays to drow the founist into each g Ade

Some atates have gone ; mt‘wr with thein logo signs I‘nan t"u’ wsuad ‘.uoc.’ 7 lodping and

fuel (that 0.0.7. sets uv} Hovever I have been infonrmed by the FL. atgte Highioay Adn,

dre P.E. (anpenten that /Le saw no reason uhy the Inte/uta:‘e and Pan‘uny Logo"digns conld
not be extended on bin thells ‘

/

n p_Lf we can jet an ondinance controlling signa,
This is of counse just an ontion, ondmfe/a. Oregon became one of ths linst states
to wse Logo algna 13 yeans aco, anl that has become a model of” all othen states. If

tounists avive at M Welcome station witout reservationyand need information then our

T.D. C dolland | should 4 G0 Lowand this, Hundned of muc:.mb_f:_m, um_’ 37 atates have
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A atatement by (hiel Justice Harren Burgen of the ln, States Supreme Spunt
F A city on county has the power o negulate visual clutter in much the same mannen it
can negulate any other featurne of it's environment; pollution is not limited 4o the win

that we breathe and the waten that we drink; it ean equally offend the eye and ean,”
With aesthetic intenest in communily appearance,

The following states have done something gbout visual clutten and found that it not

orl(c:f' improved the 6eaué;f-' of their state on anea, but that it brought in mone tounista;

AU hillboards banned and sign” ' ontw?{ lavs covering on-site,signs.

AT o Tz majon areas in the state of Wizona ‘on tourism have ordinances contro {ling
o

adgnag and_elininating billboards,

Alabama, 138%, Billboard bans in all tournist arers and moratoriuns, Von-conforning aigns

shall he nemoved by singn ouner under agreement with A.N.0.7.

Ankansgs  has set up scenic aneas and historic arcas banning all sizna,

< Lalifornia conatal anea sign hanning and controls as well as the Sierra s/ aneas.

Lolorado has banned billboards on all freewasy and interstates, and in all scenic arews.

3@‘ Florida has many clties and cmntics that have initiated billbhoard ondinances and aign

J . .
antrods, . .moat of wiich have heen tested in corurt and ane now law,

Georvia has very good Qutdoon adv, laws. The 4tate COT is awtonied to acyulre any
lawfullydrected non-conforning, and has the wowern o exercise eminint domain,
WA olininated billboands in early 13005

- . ‘Sa -
ldatw Lwws contain contrnds on any signs on billboards in thein scenic arcas designated,

Kansas has an eninant domain law, allowing 90 daye fon the ownen & remove sipn,

W [llinvis also has excellent siar contwl, no billboards in any scenic area, or historic

significance, pankland, waten fowl on wildlife wwotected areas.

Mass., Large city aoveraments and commence are working togethen to eliminate the clutten
f g o 5
of all billboards and control siona,

W Michigan Total ban on off eremise signs and contrnl of on-site business siona,

Minnésota sign contrwols on all of thein designated scenic areas [1000 lates)

Montana  has moratoriums on o L onemise aigns and Lo working on_a'{ scenic areas

Yebn, like Kansas has lams taing contrrl of any billhoard by richts of eninant domain

and does not say for remval,

Nevada 1933, no_compensation 4 ouner on remval of wnsafe on non~conforming sions, 195

Moratoriwm and eondemation of billboards in gambling city »f eno.

+r Malne. . .. conslete elinination of all billboards rvod sion controd

AS Missouni 1 5% aign wntrod Laws controlling 2l signs and designating scenic anens,

“F:?Mnrzf;x’an.;' /{MLZ ‘?4, wrm*".i.n;; on total elimination

S New Hamsshinel 783, Devoid of distracting devices (billboards, siyns, junk) 5 yn,amontizats

& New ;'efz.aeg.:r 1979 Sign control, rower of remval on 30 days notice, the commissionen of
transortation may without furthen notice demtize any person ok persons Lo enten wupon

. . o ] s J
mivate popenty without liability, to effect said remwval,
(] L} [ [7 ——

X New Mexico Sion eontrol lqus for scenic beaudy aneas
e New York Hichuay beartification act did not preclude municipalitics from directin
ko Mk

’ i z ' o ,’-' A 1 ,!1 A ‘le)g{ '[Z/j;'{'-'ft 4 f:. na
removal of non-conforning billboards wi thout comsensation u“&“LZt R e # 7
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% New York continued., . New York state wp Rochesten Posten (o,  also Vi Suffolk Outdoon Fdv.
NY. does not requine that comsensation be movided fon nemoval of billboards located
within 650 ! of Fed, Aid Hichuway.
North (aroldina (983 Sign (ontrol and highway beautifcation ac, gifL, "an candemaition, &
Ohio Sign and billboard eontrols W property rights thereto,

3’@' Oklahoma Signs that become non-conforning are removed (5 years from date). AU contro Lled
areas 6607 signs wene nequined to be newved befone Julyl, (950

97 bregon Billboard control in all scenic areas,many cities have comolete han

7//‘( ?’emazflvani.a 1755 has ledislation 2o wwtect all scenic areas and histonic aneas from the
blight of billboands ( do not have cmicwne}.
Rhode Laland Billboard and sign eontaol laws:

Y South Carolina Sign (ontrol lawvs allow minicisalities to ban billboards and control signs
on Nov 195% an ondinance was ugheld in Bemg{b«i‘m:ountg abolishing all signs, also Nyntle
Beach and many citied have sign control ondinances, :

'p‘d’ Tennessee (972 law nemoving {legal and non-conforning signs at the cost .r),f_’ the aign

nemove all signs, by punch

ouner (978 billboards were removed fron all o!f the maximun routes of trnavel thaowh
the state,

- Tex, i working on degialh & become the nations atnictiné repulaton in S
— <y T T =1 U
lexaa, {aws allow municixlities o have ordinarces banning all Gllooard adv,  Tost of

the lanne cities in Texas have taken advantage of ¢his and are conducting removal, Howstn
ia the lateat cidy, the chamben o,f commence L4 fa.}eing the action to rewve the billboards

s Uzah has billboard controls and has not allowed any new signs in thein scenic state,

wpglemon® Ry a total ban on sions and 5illoands

W Virginiae Lo wnking on billboand legislation, The state economic counci! stated
"ompetitive Factons Analysis and an Action Agenda for Econonic Jevelopment, identifies
impropen land development and environmental blicht as sionificant constrainia ‘n the
afates economic develoment. ....Key commnents of urnban blicht said the rewnt are
commencial stain developments, open stornae areas, "neon sinn”, billboard and the like
which have cluttened oun envinonment and caused tourists to avoid this area.

F%ﬁ’&aﬁmgian this state enacted Scenic Vistas law in 1980, gave sinn ouner 15 days 4o
remove signs after rovocation of pewmid. In no event shall compensation be waid fon the
taking on newval of signs adjacent to protected on scenic ayatems, 2ince that time they
have removed moat billboards from the atate of Vashinoton,

o7 Wsconsin Sign controd laws motecting all of their scenic views, and in other urban aneas

fon_aesthetic punpose, HHHNKKK

Moreover in virtually all other atates where municipalities have set up ordinancen,
countanhavesuphelduthensonsthenbasis of vaestheticmalone, wilh the adiitions of traffic
aalety, pwtection of propenty and: tounesan.

Handling ( banning and removall) aroblons can be avoided on corrected in c‘lfm,fiin; aign

cortrol oadinances by sinoly tailoning the provision o narrow on enlange its scope,

T . . . i} 1 . ! v i / ! . . p Yt f "J' i',
wn {L&;atum. ﬂb,me, OL’-:&, Cfa{cf, had thease 00 lemsy, but the stale of Vailne newon/ e

thein bidl on dfailed oo nn=site condrols and in billboand free.

. Qan qnd s

. . . . 2 A
Ve have np excentions to [vmnencial v non-commencial requlalions because ol pnoblens
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,54.#11 control information nreg  daws and
Ldimination and Amontization on fwm:é wm deciaions (L{u-”‘ﬂ.g and nor=conforming
signe may be eliminated as a public nuisance) AS LONG AS THE GRACE PRIOD IS REASOVAALE.
On Amntigation herne gre some examples: Fayetiville, 4 yearns; New [astle, Del. 193% 3 yr;
Skokie 1953, 7 yeana; .S‘(:’yaaame 1782, #W.?m. Ve atate 1952, five years, and the 195
U.S. Senate bill (Gonton) 5 yeans Limit,

towever Indiana Supeme court, also Tenn. and Ohio, muled #hat comminities may not

amondize non-conforning on illegal aigna. . they must be removed i ounerns expense,

(alilonnia, Flonida, Minn, gss, N.Gens, and /P.y. have strong count declsions of recog-
nizing nesthetics 44 q legitimate basis [or controls, and Lf e Low Lo pronen 55; hand led
or based on one that has already been tzsted in that state (as the Stonmont ondinanee,

as wiitten has already been tested) then there should be no problen in imolementing it.

Flonida state Law Review information tells ws that counts have upheld /-10 years on
amwontization, and &n a""vnfmrz.eg., Ca,[. count ;foumf that 31 signs had fz(,'zeady been fuag

depreciated for income tax murposes, s0 the cwurt upheld a one yearn amontization there.

Factons used fon detenmining settlements arncq Criginal eost of billbonnds

J”mgtz depreciated value
- Remainin &&eﬁd a.)fe
To reach a fair decision on +iis, the +ignmeompanies Miﬁm nish thein income fax

reconds, covering the perisd il they have had billboarnds in Tonmoe county, The FL,
Law 140,19 aays Netalabuey oLk auction cosd, less estimated depreciation,

Svidenee of weary tearn, decay, stuctunal defects ane all taken into consideration,

lnden the excellent chainmanship of John Stormont, (vho has been Lair in everyuay on
both sides of the issue), the [ive member mrrmi_.ttee who wene aqpminted hy each Cc)"l‘?l('Adl',()!le/l
o gather information fon presentation and 4 ofpubaouzéwm for billboard removal an!
aign controd for Monroe Comt;.{...afw composed of tuwo members with "(onflict of Interest"”
in auacmmn 2 settlenent, f/:uu 09z, o gour osindon, Yot Hhis is a fm..—t way o

wndle the subject, Howeven you rmwi take into considenation the fact tha! only three
.-neﬂ'h’?eM of the sanel have been functioning in gathering and mutiing togethen this

information fon gou o study,

For overn 8 reans your Monroe ounty Highua v Bﬂcmﬂﬁcqiéom Committee has been

b A P2 AT oY ~n (Ko e A0 L
uoniing on your beholl by the MOVRGE (OUNTY [OMMISSICY RESCLLTION W0, 208 eatyhlished

in 1777, which says, "We are to study , develop and overnsee plana fon flo eautl fleation
of 1S, Highuay (, and towand this end Prom time~tn-time Au‘vm_i s nlans and recommendation
to the Boand of (ounty (omnissionens fon implementation and apmoval. 1t is the Soands
intent that the plans and recommendations shall, when "‘eje.ru/z.uea’ become pt ol the Uun%
Naster Plan in the (ounty Transmrtation element,”
{ wank o thank you forn my apmointment and [ hope #hal [ may continue o serve you.
Moaz 4aneﬂ.e£5:,

- Bl AN e



