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A scanning transceiver was the o bvio us
next step in two meter FM transce iv­

ers. There are so many repea ters in ac tion
today . even in th e more remo te parts of the
country, that the FMer need s some way of
keepin g track o f which are being used . Back
in the old days , a year ago, wh en there wa s
only one re pea te r in mo st area s, a sim ple
monitor receiver was all that was needed to
keep in con tact.

As 19 72 unfold s we find th at most majo r
urban a reas h ave four to six repea ter ch an­
nels perking and , unless the FMer has h is
hand o n th e chan nel switch a whole lot , he
misses o u t o n most of wh at is happening. It
gets to be quite a drag to reach up and
switch through all the chan nels every fe w
minut es. It is a lot be tte r to h ave a cou ple of
ICs and some t ra nsisto rs doing that fo r you ,
au tomat ica lly.

Regency has married their sca nn ing VHF
receiver and th eir ve ry popu lar HR-2 tw o
meter FM tra nsceiver and come up with a
package which d oes every th ing fo r you
excep t keep th e lo g. The receiver scans eight
crysta l con trolled chan nels and, when any
one becomes ac t ive the light tu rns o n, the
scan ning stops and the sq uelch turns off so
you can hear the statio n. Each o f the eight
rec eive chan ne ls may be locked o u t o f the
sca n ning fu nc t io n by push ing a button over
the chan ne l lam p. This is handy whe n o ne
chan ne l is active and yo u wan t to scan all
bu t tha t o ne ... o r two, etc.

There are six crysta l tra nsmit channels
which are se lec te d by the butto ns und er the
receive channel lam ps, which leaves tw o
receive chan nels which ca n share any o f the
six tra ns mit chan nels with another receive
cha nne l. Push ing th e t ransmit button lo cks
the receiver to th at cha nnel until you push
the " scan " bu tton which d isconnec ts all
transm it crystals and sets the receiver to

. .
scanni ng aga m.
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This se tu p is idea l in the areas I fre q uen t,
fitting the si x repeat ers we use in New
Hampshire and southern Verm ont. When I
head d own Boston way I change the crystals
for the six active re peate rs down there
(W IQF D, WAIKGS , WAIMII N, WAINJR ,
WI HWK , and WA IKGO ). If I'm driving to
New Yo rk , which happens o fte n, I load up
fo r WA I KGQ , WAIKGR , WAIKGD ,
WA I KGK, WA I KHK, a nd WA 2SUR . And so
it goes, with m y being able to talk thro ugh a
selection o f re pea ters no matter wh ere I am.

The Transcan is ext re mely handy at 73,
HQ where I m onitor not o nly the six fa irly
lo cal repea te rs, but also list en fo r ca lls on 76
and 94 simplex fro m passing FMers. We have
a po t o f co ffee at the read y for visit ing
ama teurs and do ap precia te the com pa ny.
The Transcan has also ale r te d me to several
band openings which have perm itted me to
talk d own into New Yo rk and even points
fu rther awa y.

The sca nni ng fu nc tio n is accom plished by
a co u ple o f lCs which switch th e receive
channels by means of d iod es and sample the
cha nnels, stopping whe n th e sq uelch is oper­
at ed by a carrie r. There is au to ma tic pro tec­
t ion of tha t expensive o utp ut transist or too ,
with a litt le circui t that senses if th e an te n na
opens o r is shor ted and turns o ff the d rive to
t he fi nal.

All in all, Regency has co me up with one
of th e best fu n-makers fo r two met er FM
yet. I don 't have t im e to swi tch th rough all
the cha nnels while I'm driving to see who
might be comi ng through . Th e T ranscan
d oes it for me and even the shortest blip of a
carrie r stops everythi ng and ligh ts u p the
ac t ive chan nel. The price is $3 19 fo r the
mohile mod el a nd $3 49 for the desk m odel
with built-in I I 7V ac power su pply .
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