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INTRODUCTION

Roby Robinson was a design engineer on
special receivers at GE, 1929-30, and
at RCA, 1930-71. He worked on a number
of familiar early units, including the

RAA, RAB, ARB, BC-312, BC-348, AVR-1,
AN/ARC~2, AN/PRC-65, and AN/PRC-25.
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RCA RADIO RECEIVER AR-60
H. A. Robinson, W3LW

This receiver, also coded as the ER44A-
1, was designed and produced by the RCA
Manufacturing Company, Camden, NJ. Co-
vering the short-wave HF spectrum, it
tuned from 1.5 to 25 MHz in six bands.
The rugged design of the chassis and
camponents reflect the state of the
electronics art at the time. It was
intended as a top-of-the-line SW recei-
ver for the affluent radio amateur and
for the utmost reliability in 8W recep-
tion at the shore stations of the Ra-
dicmarine Corporation of America, an
RCA subsidiary.

To achieve the unusually high order of
selectivity and image rejection requir-
ed in the intended service, the design
incorporated two 6D6 tuned RF stages,
an IF of 750 kHz, and a crystal filter.
This required a four-gang main tuning
capacitor with front-panel tuning con-
trol, indicator, and dial scale. Simi-
larly, for bandspread tuning a lower-
capacity four-gang variable was provi-
ded with its own scale integrated with
the main dial. The two capacitors were
carbined in a custombuilt assembly.
The four ganged RF circuits included

the two RF stages, 6C6 mixer (first
detector), and 6C6 high fre-quency
oscillator. A specially designed,
ceramic-insulated bandswitch with a
high degree of shielding isolated and
stabilized the RF amplifiers. The
heavy use of shielding is reflected in

the three IF amplifier stages (6Dé6s and
1/2 687} along with the beat-frequency

oscillator (1/2 6F7) controlled from
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the panel. The second detector (1/2
€B7) is coupled to the first audio amp-
lifier (1/2 6F7) and 41 output stage,
with a lowpass audic [ilter available
for extra selectivity. The receiver,
operating from the 115-V AC line, in-
cludes an internal power transformer,
84 rectifier, and filter. A 991 gas-
eous voltage regulator in the power
supply enhances the frequency stability
of the UF oscillator, a novel design
feature at the time.

These receivers were produced in limit-
ed quantities (200 to 300) and hence
are rather rare on the antigue market.

£475; black ripple-
85, Amatii et pricis,

Same editorial notes: RCA announced
the AR-60 in the November, 1935 issue
of OBT. It was coriginally priced at
$495, in a Depression year when average

U. 5. per-capita income was only $474.

Both dials have simple 0-100 scales.
Contemporary photos show two versions:
a prototype with black dial scales on
all controls and "RCA Victor Company,
Inc." on the nameplate, and a produc-
tion version with silver dials and "RCA
Manufacturing Company" as the listed
maker. The preproduction panel finish
was black crackle paint, whereas the
later units offered a smooth two-tcne

finish also. i
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RESTORIN G fcontinwed from page 25)

these provides quite a source of en-
joyment.,

TWO TIPS FOR RADIO RESTORERS

Serge Krauss

Many power-operated table-model radics
are found without their fiber backs.
Not only are these sets incomplete, but
the transformerless types present a risk
of shock or, in the case of the "hot-
chassis" models, outright death. For-
tunately, finished fiber sheet material
in a variety of colors may be obtained
from auto body shops. Generally called
"Kick panel" stock, this material is
both strong and scuff-resistant. It
makes a good simulation of the missing
back.

A factor often overlooked by collectors
is potential liability in the disposal
of an unwanted electrical appliance with
a known shock hazard. 1 always cut off
the power cord so an unsuspecting trash
picker cannot "plug it in."

_OTB..

AVAILABLE: to give presentations on
the Hallicrafters Company and its pro-

ducts at radio conventions, etc, Chuck
Dachis, WDSEOG, 4500 Russell Drive,
Austin, ™

78745,

RCA AR-ﬁO feontinued from page 27)

Bud Hall, K2LP, obtained a pair of AR-
60s that had been used at the North
Chatham, Mass. receiving site of RCA
Radiomarine station WCC a couple of
years ago. He restored them (a blown
power transformer, dried-out electro-
lytics, a bad power switch, tobacoo
residue on the panels) and donated one
to the AWA Museum last year. They are
reportedly quite sensitive, with a good
signal-to-noise ratio due, in part, to
an electrostatic shielding feature on
the antenna coupling unit. Bud com-
ments that the AR-60 is illustrated in
the 1936 Radio Amateur s Handbocok. It
was replaced by the AR-77 and the AR-88
in turn. Bud assisted in preparation
of these notes by caming up with a copy

of the original manual!
—KB LEVN=-

Note: Part 2 of the story of the Wes-
tern Electric Series-9 receivers will
be presented in the February OTB.
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Hyman Wallin, amateur since 1912 and
comrercial radio operator since 1919.
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