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A recent survey of several SW-3 
owners found many had receivers 
that had been converted into a pre-
selector. lnfact, a check of AWA 
inventory indicated 2 out of 3 had 
been converted. How come ? 

The National SW-3 was a popular 
amateur set in the early 30' s but 
lost favor with the introduction of 
the super-het. Many early supers 
did not have a stage of tuned RF 
and were not sensitive particularly 
onl0and20 meters. The SW-3as a 
pre-selector was the answer. 
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Thousands of these 3- tube receiv­
ers were re-wired as a result of 
articles published in QST and other 
magazines. Shown is the basic SW-3 
circuit and a conversion from page 
35, March 1935 QST. Note the change 
in coil winding. Some SW-3's were 
fou nd with minimum change-- the 
audio stage had been disconnected 
and the regenerative detector cap­
acity coupled to the super-het. 
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