
SHORT HISTORY OF ~-B~ COMPANY 
The Allen-Bradley Company was 

founded by Dr. Stanton A 11 en and 
two brothers, Harry and Lyn de 
Bradley. 

The Bradley brothers were born 
in Kansas City, Mo. - - Harr y in 
1885 and Lynde seven years earlier. 
When Lynde was 13 ye a rs old the 
family moved to Milwaukee. Here 
he read a book titled "E 1 e ctr i c t y 
for Engineers" which was rather 
heavy reading for a 15 year old boy. 
We mention this be ca us e the book 
contained reference to a car bon pile 
resistance which in later ye a rs 
became the original basis on which 
the Allen-Bradley Company was 
founded. 

Between 1898 and 1900 Lynde own­
ed and operated an X-ray laboratory 
in the Pabst Building where be be-
e am e acquainted with Dr . Stanton 
Allen, a specialist in or tho p e di c 
surgery. By this time his younger 
brother Harry was 14 years old and 
was receiving his early practical 
training in his brother's X-ray Lab. 

X-rays were relatively new at the 
time and many doctors visited the 
lab including Dr . A 11 en who spent 
much time there investigating the new 
technique. The doctor and Lynde be­
came close friends. 

In 1900 Lynde became employed as 
an erector and trouble shooter for 
the now non-existent Milwaukee E lec­
tric Company. His work in repair­
ing and maintaining crane controllers 
awakened his latent interest in the 
motor control field which resulted 
in designing a cai·b on compression 
type controller with a working model 
being completed in 1901 when he was 
23 years old. 

This model and its performance 
created considerable interest among 
electrical engineers. Contact was 
made with the American Electric 
Fuse Co. (Chicago) to produce the 
controller under a royalty arrange­
ment wider the name Compression 
Rheostat Co. (which was incorpor­
ated in 1904). 
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Financial complications with the 
American Electric Fuse Co. in 1909 
made it advisable to sever relations 
and the Bradley brothers with Allen 
decided to set up their own company. 
Since the agreement with the Fuse 
company had been with the Com­
pression Rheostat Co. , it was de -
cided to seek and new identity and 
the name was changed to ALLEN ­
BRADLEY Co. on August 6, 1909. 

Business prospered and at the 
start of WWI it w as necessary to 
increase operations, In 1916 they 
purchased the plant they were rent­
ing and in spring of 1919 a two story 
addition was made giving them ov er 
18, 000 square feet of floor space. 

The 2nd of War I brought a re -
cession -- orders were scarce and 
for a time the future did not appear 
rosy. Looking for a new outlet that 
might produce a few orders, they 
stai-ted to manufacture a small rheo­
stat f o r adjusting battery charging 
current in automobiles. Uniortunato­
ly, there wasn' t the volume they had 
anticipated. 

About this time "amateur radio" 
broke wide open on the market and 
there developed a tremendous need 



for the automobile rheostats ment­
ioned above since with slight modi­
fication it could be used in radios. 

Over the next few years, millions 
of BRADLEYSTATS were sold to 
control the filaments of tubes. With 
the advent of the "B" eliminator 
another field was open for a voltage 
control device. Later, w h en rheo­
stats were replaced by a "fix re -
sistance"' unit (cost reduction) t h e 
company was ready. A-B was now 
firmly entrenched in the ever grow­
ing radio field. 

Over the years the company grew 
from 12 employees in 1910 to nearly 
7000 in the 1960' s. It has broadened 
its line of products which includes 
a complete line of industr ial motor 
control apparatus, a wide variety 
of electric components and equip -
ment, a line of hard and soft f e r -
rite molded parts and several spec­
ial industrial devices. 

Ben Grauer, pioneer 
NBC announcer, dies 

NEW YORK - Ben 
Grauer, a pioneer NBC radio 
announcer who was hailed as 
one or the greatest or all time, 
died Tuesday ln his sleep alter 
suffering a major heart attack, 
a hospital spokesman said. He 
would have been 69 on Thurs­
day. 

Mr. Grauer was admitted to 
New York University Medical 
Cen!EI' !or treatment or a heart 
ailment and suffered a major 
coronary attack last weekend. 
He was believed to be resp0nd· 
Ing to treatment, but was 
round dead In bed at 8:30 a.m. 

A versatile radio and tele· 
vision reporter, Mr. Grauer's 
range or coverage Included 
such divergent events as the 
Berkshire Music Festival and 
the 1948 Israell·Arab war. 

H e Joined the Na1ional 
Broadcasting Co. In 1930, when 
the network was only lour 
years old. 

Mr. Grauer rellred May 30, 
1973. 

A native New Yorker, he 
probably was best known for 
his coverage ol New Year's 
Eve from Times Square. He 
began In show business at agtl 
7 on the Broadway stage and 
In movies. In 1918, he had a 
role In "Penrod" with a young 
actress named Helen Hayes. 

Mr. Grauer, a City College 
ol New York graduate, had 
been heard by millions or radio 
listeners and later TV viewers 
from blimps, helicopters, tele· 
phone booths, diving bells and 
network studlos In his 43 years 
or broadcasting. 

Radio "buffs" and collectors we 11 
remember these early products made 
by Allen-Bradley: 
- - Bradley-denser , - - Bradley- stat, 
--Br adley-leak, -- Bradley-ohm 
--Bradley- ome ter, --Br adley-switch 
and many other items. 

Harry Bradley died in 1965, Lynde 
passed away in 1942 and Dr . Allen 
in 1916. 

Much of the above information was 
obtained by Peter Kailus from a 
book titled "The Allen-Br adley Story" 
published in 1965. 
(Note: The largest four-faced clock 
in the world is on top of the A- B 
building in Milwaukee. E a ch clock 
face has a diameter o I 4 0 fee t , 
3 1/2 inches and a minute hand 20 
feet long ! In comparison, London's 
Big Ben is only 23 feet in diameter 
with a 14 foot minute hand. ) 

From the front page 
of The New York Times, 

September 13, 1926. 
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B(•Wkt:i. • .. live In Phlladelprutt.. 

WEAF MADE NUCLEUS 
OF NEW RADIO CHAIN 

Radio Corporation Subsidiary 
to Broadcast Programs to 

the Entire Nation. 

(The birth of NBC. Bob Morris, 
W2LV and several other AWA mem­
bers were involved in this "deal" . .. ) 


