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In 1925, F. E. Handy, Communication 
Manager for the American Radio League, 
decided to write an operating manual for the 
radio amateur. When the book was completed 
and published in 1926, Mr. Handy would not 
have believed that his little book of 176 pages, 
plus advertising, would grow in 5 8 years to over 
1000 pages. In addition, the format would 
grow from 6W' to 91-l'' to over 8 by 10" and 
have a new name: The ARRL 1985 Hand 
Book. 

s.01111 .,..,,,j, .. , 
:;,,,. , .• ,, ,I"'"' 

:"•·• .. ml I .111 11 .. n, ""•'• t1Htl l'riuhn:!, .\1•111. llJ.!7 IU.W• • l'~·1•i1· .. 
'J l11fol l .1l 1I JHll, I ir:- l l'11nliu;:. th•t1ol11•,-, 11).!j IU,01111, , ,, ,j, • ., 

' I l!ir,J I tl111u11, :"'••• Hll•I l'ri ut iH!!, ·\ 111il. 1 1)~U , 111.1111!1 •·01•i•·r. 
I ''' " 111 I 1h1i .. 11, I •1 · 4·111lwr, 1 1 ~.!U . lt1,01111 t:u 1•i· ·~ 
hlll1 I d1ll1tt1, \I_., , l 'l.!'I JO.O•llt'"l'j"" 
~1\d1 I 1ht1 .. 11, I u -.. 1 Pri111 in:-. '\11\("111l1o11-. 1Q.!•J . J0,0011 1 .. •itt•· 
!'l\fl1 I 1l1l1•11t. ,,,. ,,11J }'nnlm;.!, \J.,,-1 Ii. 11130 )0,•HWI '''iu1•s 

S1\tl1 I 1l1l1••n. I lnr~I Pontin;:. Jun~. l~J J41 t.C)Jh •••I'""' 
S.c\C'Hlh l .1h111on, lXt11loer. l'iJJO 25.<iOn r-ol'i"" 
} i;:ltlh 1 thluon, \pri1. 1931 ~.'\JWMI ,...,_.,, ... 

l\10111 l-.1l1tio11, f " "' l'r111 11n;:, J 1rn11ar ' . 1113:! 30.fMlll' 111pw ... 
l\m1l1 bl111 .. t1, ~t"1-.1n1I l'rinti11;, S('1••••111l11•r, 1932 IO,Ooo rnpin 
Te11l11 l'.1f1tiun, f'ir,.1 Printi11~. Jam1u~·. 11J33 , 30,()()11 ('"f' ll'i 
1'entl1 F oliti1111, ~1·r11nJ l'rml in;t, Jul). l'J:J:t . • , 8.7.'>0 ,.,,l'ic-a 
Elr\ t·11ll1 I• •lilinn, Fin l P rint in~. Ju1111ur~, 11J:M . 30,(MHI t·o1•1I"" 
EIC\(•1111. I tl1titm. ~eC'nm) J'ri111in~. \la), t9:i1 , . 13.00Ur••i•it·• 

T"'1•1fll1 I 1l11i1111, Viri't l 1r-i111in~, 1\o,('1111!1·r, l1nl 40,00U 1·u1•;"" 
T "'1·1f1l1 I 1l1t1u11, :--.: .... ,,.J t'rintinl!. J11h, 1••3·, U,OOfl 1-t•1•i,. .. 
~n,i''""'uh I 1lt1i .. 11. hr-,.1 Priutint. o, t•1l ... ·r, 1935 .. u1.0011 «•111•• .. 
1111rlf'f'11ll1 I 1h1i1on. !°"r't-oml l'r-intint. •t'l•rto1n. 1~'3(, 33.:.'4 .. ,,,.,,j, .. 
I uurlNnlh I 1l1hun. 1'1,...1 Printini:, ll.-totl>f"r, 1~)3(1 . 411,.Vlll 1-t•J•W., 
h1orh..,.11tl1 I .oh lion. !'-C't-•tond J•rmlrn)!. l-'4'loru .. n, 193; ~8.-100 C'll•f•l""-
l '1(1n.•11tl1 l ,111111.u, l-1r .. 1 Printin~. ()rtohtr, l1>li 40,UOll l"opiN 

J-1(11•u11l1 bl11 11111, s('C'Hfld Priruio~. J•1111an. J9Jtt :!5,000 , ... , .. it.'fl. 
Sl\trt•11 1h E1l11i1111. :"O\'('lllhf't, l93A. . • • . • • • 6tl,OOl'I .... )pit•& 

~'"•H1"f'11tl1 b .h1i1111, Firl<t J>riutinf:. Novt111l1n, 19:\1} 40,(IOU t'(•pj,.,. 
S.•\1•11 l i'/"11 lh Edi1ion. s('"\' t) lld Pri111in~. Ja1111i&I' \, )9 JO 2$,000(•011it•1> 
l '.ij!l1 11•1·111 l1 Edition. Fil"'$1 Printinr.:.. "\o,4."rnht-r, Jl)IO . 40.0llO,·••J'i•~ 
l- ' i;.:111,·~11111 I di1ion, ~t"f·ouct Prin1in~. J anu .. r.'• 191 1 , 20,fMli••" ' l'it& 
J· i;!hl,•• 11111 I •li1iu11. TleinJ l'rin1in~. Jun4', ICJll . HUtlltl ('o.•11i,.,. 
l.if!hh·t'nth t-Aliti•m. Fourth Pri111iu~. St1•ll'U1l~r. 1911 5,00U ,-.. 1•i"• 
~iottt"fntl1 t-..Ji1ion. J'i"'°' Prin1in~ • .'.\\)\f'mll('r. 19\1 6Q.()nO c-.•I""., 
~inf'l~n1h t-... h11on. ~md Prio1in~, \hffh, IQI!! . 15,0UU ropi<" .. 
l\intlrf'olli tAl111011, 11lird Ptintin~. -'1•t1I, 1911 . 25.(N"J ('01•i~~ 
~i11f"ll"fntl1 l-~J11iou, f'ovrth Prinlini. Au~Ul'I, 191.2 . :Z0.000 fvpi.-"° 

T"lo'lrn1i.-1h Edition, Fit&I Printin~. St1Hf'tohf'r. 19$2 . 75.()()(1 C'opit't1 
T \\ tn1if'1h t-,,fi 1i1 111, Stcoml l-'rin1in1:. N'ovf•111l.('r, 1111'.! . 75,()(_M) t.'»1•iNO 
T"·f.'1Hie1b .E-d.ition, TWnl Prfoting, April, 1913 .• . 60,000 oopiew 

Ed. Note: The original Hand­
book copyright i s framed and 
hanging in the AWA Museum . 

This historical document 
was presented to AWA by ARAL 
co-founder Clarence Tuska . 
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The first book catalog section (in the back of 
the book) listed many familiar names such as 
Pyrex, E veready and Weston. It wasoneofthe 
first books available for the radio amateur to 
learn basic amateur operation. The early 
books kept the 617" x 91-l" size until 1977 but 
the number of pages increased to over 600. 

In 1978, the size changed to 6W' x 9" . T his 
increased to SW' x 1 OW' the following year 
( 1979) and remained until 1984. I do not have 
a 1985 book so cannot give the new size. 

Comments: 
-- The 1943, 20th Edition, is the last book to 
list the number of editions and quantity printed. 
T his information is valuable to the collector. 
-- I have found that some years have more than 
one printing. As an example, 1927 had two 
printings: one in January and a second in April. 
Aller 1943, the books had only the number 
printed for a particular year and the edition 
number. 1948 was the last year that identifies 
the edition. 
-- I have found three types of covers: paper, 
buckram (hard cover) and a paper cover that 
looks like buckram. T he latter was used 
between 1959 and 1964. 
- T here was a war-time edition titled: "The 
Special Defense Addition", printed in Febru­
ary, 1942. I have found three printings of this 
book which was used for training purposes 
during WW2. T his book did not have a catalog 
advertising section. 

- 1949 was the last year to list the total 
number of handbooks printed from 1926 to 
date. The quantity was 1,928,250 copies. I 
have been unable to determine quantities after 
1949. 

I have sixty-three(63) editions in my collec­
tion. T he total number of possible editions that 
I could identify is 89. Of interest, the book was 
also printed in Spanish. The information for 
this short article came from old handbooks, 
QSTs and the ARRL If anyone has questions 
or information on the subject, I would like to 
hear from them. 

Morris Rosenfeld, KA2JAJ (c/o AWA) 


