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HE new amateur is faced with quite a prob-

lem when buying a receiver. Of course it
is nice to be able to walk into the store and
buy one of the $600 ham-band-only receivers,
but most of us have to start a lot more mod-
estly. Look then, if you will, at the Knight
R-55 receiver. This is a general coverage re-
ceiver, which means that even if you finally
decide to go for one of the multi-hundred dol-
lar communications receivers, you still will
have plenty of use for this.
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There are so many times when a general cov-
erage receiver is needed that a ham shack cer-
tainly is incomplete without one. There are the
obvious uses such as listening to the short wave
broadeast stations, which can become a hobby
all by itself. Or you can use it as a tunable if
for a VHF converter . . . you can’t do that
with the bandspread receivers. WWV and
CHU run interesting time programs, though 1
prefer the material broadecast by CHU, which

R-55

530 ke to 1.9 mc Band A
|.8 mec to 6.3 mc Band B
60 mc to 145 mc Band C
115 mc to 33. mc Band D
47 mc to 54. mc Band E
1650 kc
80 meters = 4uv 40 meters — buv
20 meters — 8uv
|5 meters — 7uv |0 meters = b uv
6 meters = |0Quv

Antenna impedance: 52 ohms

Power consumption: 60 watts @ |17 vac
Dimensions: |1'" deep, 144" wide, 8% " high
Weight: 19 |bs.

Price: $67.50

Tuning ranges:

IF frequency:
Sensitivity:
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seems to have a better program director. If
yvou decide to try RTTY you will want a re-
ceiver to copy press and weather stations. Let’s
not forget the broadcast band either. Plus a
hundred other uses if you do any experimental
work at all, or engage in three-way contacts
or cross-band contacts. You can quickly check
for harmonics, parasitics, and things like that.
You may get the idea that a general coverage
receiver is necessary ... it is.

The Knight R-55 has several advantages.
First of all is that $67.50 price. It comes 1in
kit form, but all the hard work is already done
and the instruction manual is so simple that
the rest is a breeze. It covers from 530 ke to
33 me, which includes all of the short-wave
broadecasting bands, and all of the ham bands
from 160 through 10 meters. It also covers
from 47-54 me, which is the six meter amateur
band. It is ac operated, using a power trans-
former, and has a separate BFO oscillator
tube, fly-wheel tuning and an antenna trimmer
for matching the receiver to your antenna.
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are color coded and cut to the right length.
All resistors are mounted on cards with their
part number printed so you can’t make a mis-
take, even if you are color blind. The manual
is full of clear diagrams and pictures to elimi-
nate any question about what goes where or
when to put it in. Figure about ten hours for
the whole job.

Now, about the results. I was surprised and
pleased to use the R-55. The bandspread is
ample on all amateur bands and both sensi-
tivity and selectivity were fine. Even up on six
meters there were stations coming in with
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good signals, T suspect that one of those Nu-

vistor pre-amplifiers would help a lot there, Tv INTERFERENCE?
though. On the other bands the R-55 was easy =
i

to tune and fun to use. For $67.50 this is quite
a deal. .+« W3UZN
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Using Old Transistors

Don’t throw away vour old transistors they
may be useful in more ways than one. Usu-

ally when they burn out it is between col- A B&W low pass filter will end inter-
lector and emitter. Sometimes base to collec- ference with your neighbor_s TV recep-
tor is the bad seection. tion. B&W Model 424 is a three-

section low pass filter which installs

Here is the way I do it—start out with 5 v : . :
or 6 v ac to a pair of test leads and a pilot ”]"l “;E antenna m?ﬁ_:.al ]tl}l;t:' T%Edhlf:tzsl
: s . : ' a requencies within e
Ilgh}: ::.%mh‘ﬂs a'_#49 sun:le.thm'g mt‘h low cu;rent by 60 db (a reduction of 1-million
drain so you will not ruin what is left of the times)

transistor.

The B&W Model 424 offers negligible
filtering to frequencies below 30me.
Made for installation in 52 and 72
ohm coax lines. Ideal for any trans-
mitter (up to 100 watts) operating
between 1.5 and 30 me.

At your dealers for only $3.65

at a time collector to emitter, base to emitter
etc. until you find two that pass current to

the pilot light. Clip the unused wire and you
have a diode for various purposes. If vyou BARKER & WILLIAMSON, Inc.
don’t have any results only thing to do is to BRISTOL, PENNSYLVANIA
throw the transistors away, it happens now T B} =
and then. A word of caution—if for example
the base emitter sections are okay and it is
a P.N.P. transistor the base would be plus
output and emitter negative ete. I have used
them for relays noise limiters and the power
type can be used for battery chargers—be
sure to keep within voltage ratings.
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DUMMY LOAD

Here is a dummy load that has a flat SWR thru 6 meters
will take 250 watts for brief periods complete with so

239 conn. and instructions, Glo-bar type
PDOBIRGIN: i e ie e e e a e ey SeTA e o e A e e $4'75

BOX 175
H A M K I T s CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

Give ““him'" the 9\_
All-season |

GREATEST VALUES EVER OFFERED

The design, craftsmanship and

l\ technical excellence of Telrex —
- ‘““Beamed-Power”’
I N CO M PA RA B LE ‘““Balanced-Pattern’’ Rotaries

have made them the standard of

|  comparison throughout the world!
Every Telrex antenna model is
engineered, precision machined,
tuned and matched, then calibrated
for easy and correct assembly at
your site for repetition of our

l specifications without ‘cut and
try’ and endless experimentation.

Communication and TV Antennas

re Y LABORATORIES

ASBURY PARK 40, NEW JERSEY, U.S.A.

Arrays for 34-2-6-10-15-
20-40 meters from $5.95 to
$590.00—catalog on request.
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