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RADIO BACK IN THE DAY
The time was the late 1920s, and America,

like much of the world, was mired in the midst
of the Great Depression. Jobs were scarce,
bread lines were common, and times were
admittedly hard. Yet, to borrow a phrase from
Dickens, “It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times”, for the darkest days for our
country were the beginning of the Golden Days
of radio. Americans needed distractions from
the cares of the day, and radio had captured
the American imagination like no other inven-
tion before. One could now “listen in” on the
world, bringing news from around the globe
into the living room each evening.

These were the halcyon days for the radio
amateur as well, with radio stores popping up
in small cities and towns, offering knowledge,
parts and supplies to the budding “radio bug”.
It was American ingenuity at its best, with
whiskey shot glasses becoming insulators for
the tuning capacitor, wooden breadboards and
kitchen cake pans becoming the chassis for the
latest receiver or transmitter creation, and tin-
foil and plate glass becoming transmitting ca-
pacitors.

With funds limited, the time-honored tra-
dition of home brewing or building your own
set was the word of the day. Those who bought
“commercial jobs”, or assembled sets, were
often looked upon with disdain, perhaps even
with a tad of envy, for breaking tradition by
the more experienced of the amateur commu-
nity. Although fone modulation was used, CW
was still the dominant mode, as it was simpler
to build, therefore less expensive to the cash
strapped amateur. Vacuum tubes were costly,
and so most sets consisted of simple oscillators
with one stage of gain. The MOPA (Master
Oscillator Power Amplifier), Hartley, and
TPTG (Tuned Plate Tuned Grid) rigs were the
rule of the day.

The 1930s were the
halcyon days for the ra-
dio amateur. Nearly ev-
ery red-blooded Ameri-
can man and boy ea-
gerly read QST maga-
zine. Aside from reading,
or perhaps because of it,
many of these newly
minted radio bugs also
sought out a company to
supply their radio needs.
A radio ham named
Jerome Gross, also
known by his call sign of
2AUD, stepped forward.
In the next 20 years
Jerry was to live out his
own real life Horatio
Alger story, through a
small business located in
Manhattan, in an area
later to be known as “Ra-
dio Row”.

The history of that
business, known in its
latter days as the Gross
Radio Company, is re-
counted here. Unfortu-
nately, time has erased
much of the recorded
history of Jerry Gross
and Gross Radio, as it
has with nearly all the
equipment he produced.
However, the history of
Gross Radio has been re-
constructed, largely via
Gross’s ad placements in
QST, and other support-
ing references.
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J. GROSS & CO.
In the spring of 1925 a new ra-

dio firm, “J. Gross & Co.”, entered
into the mix.1 It would appear that
Jerry Gross 2AUD made his ini-
tial foray into the radio business
in early 1925, for his first ad ap-
peared in the March issue of the
ARRL publication QST (see Fig. 1).
The ad featured a set of “coupled
inductances” selling for the sum of
$10.75, and listed the firm’s ad-
dress at 323 East 83rd Street in
New York City. Subsequent ads in
the April, September and October
1925 issues of QST also listed this
address.

The early Gross ads were
simple, at first listing only coils and
miscellaneous parts, but as time
went on, Jerry would become in-
creasingly diverse in his offerings.
Starting with the “coupled induc-
tances” in 1925, and progressing
to wave meters in 1926, by 1927
Gross was selling regenerative re-

ceivers, and Hartley or Tuned
Plate, Tuned Grid (TPTG) trans-
mitters, as kits or fully assembled
units.2

Gross appears to have either
moved or expanded its business in
late 1925, for the January 1926 is-
sue of QST now listed the Gross
company at 907 Fox Street, with
a new “laboratory” address at 74
Dey Street (Fig. 2). The June and
July issue of QST still has the 907
Fox Street address, but the labo-
ratory has now moved to 30 Park
Place.3

In August of the same year,
Fox Street was dropped, and “J.
Gross & Co. Manufacturers” listed
only the 30 Park Place address.
With his move to Park Place, Jerry
also began to offer on-air code
practice using the call sign 2AUD.
The frequency for this operation
was listed as “39.5 meters” in his
ads and the lessons were transmit-
ted using a “Teleplex”, an early

Fig. 1. The first Gross ad in QST, March, 1925.
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machine that generated perfect
CW characters via perforated pa-
per tape.4

Looking at the address change
and timeline, and knowing a bit
about the radio business back in
the late 1920s, we can speculate
that like many hams, Jerry first
started his business in his home,
most likely the East 83rd street ad-
dress, and then as the business
expanded, he moved to larger
commercial quarters.5

Gross continued to run
monthly ads in QST, with an ever-
expanding product line, right up
until January of 1928, with the
last ad of “J. Gross  Company” list-
ing its address at 30 Park Place.
Jerry’s last ad was for a rather
simple offering, “low loss, plug in
coils”, a far cry from the sophisti-
cated transmitters and receivers
he had offered in earlier years.
With little in the way of formal
company records available, we
can only guess why Jerry curtailed
his advertising, but given the eco-
nomic climate of the day, the
country was in the grip of the
Great Depression, I think it is safe
to suggest that he may have en-
countered some sort of business
reversal. This idea is further sup-
ported by the next QST ad to men-
tion the name Jerome Gross, an
ad sponsored by Leeds Radio.6

Whatever the cause, it appears

that Jerry went to work for Leeds
Radio in October of 1929 as the
supervisor of the new “Leeds Ra-
dio Lab” (Fig. 3). At the time, Leeds
was best known as a purveyor of
radio parts, and with the addition
of Jerry to its staff Leeds began to
offer kits and completely as-
sembled radio apparatus.

The new Leeds Radio Lab ad-
vertised, “This department under
the supervision of Short Wave Spe-
cialist Jerome Gross. We design,
construct and advise on any ma-
terial for the “Ham” Broadcasting
station or laboratory. Write Jerry
Gross for advice on any of your
problems.” Apparently this ar-
rangement must have worked
well for both parties, as subsequent
Leeds ads continued to offer a line
of receivers and transmitters de-
signed and constructed under
Jerry’s supervision. Most of these
units bore a striking similarity to
the offerings of the former J. Gross
Company, and it appeared that
with the closing of his own busi-
ness, Jerry had shifted his basic
designs over to Leeds.

From October of 1929, until
August of 1931, Jerry Gross was
mentioned in nearly every Leeds
radio ad in QST. However, Jerry’s
name was conspicuously absent in
the September 1931 issue.  The rea-
son for this omission became clear
just one month later.

Fig. 2. J. Gross & Co. ad in QST, January, 1926.
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In October of 1931, a new ad
debuted in the pages of QST, her-
alding a new radio firm, the “Gross
Radio Company” (Fig. 4).7 Jerry

Gross, now W2AAE, was back in
business. The new QST ad opened
with the pronouncement that
amateurs should “Work 30,000

Fig. 3. Leeds Radio ad  in QST, October, 1929.
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hams and tell them that Jerry
Gross has opened his own ham
radio store.” The new Gross Ra-
dio Company store, also known as
“Jerry’s Place”, was originally lo-
cated at 25 Warren Street, and
later moved to 51 Vesey Street, an
interesting address, for Leeds was
also located on Vesey, right down
the street from the new Gross
store, in the area that later came
to be known as “Radio Row”.

THE NEW GROSS RADIO
COMPANY

During the 1930s Gross Radio
thrived, and their ads could be
found in a number of radio publi-
cations, including QST and Short
Wave Craft, offering a variety of
kits and assembled units. In fact,
the monthly QST ads from Gross
were often ¾ or even full page,
on the level of much larger com-
panies like National and Leeds.
The first product offered by the
new company was the “Sensa-

tional S.W. Receiver”, assembled
and tested, for the sum of $22. The
set, a simple three tube regen, em-
ploying a type 236 as the RF amp,
another 236 for the detector, and
a 238 for the audio amp, was later
to be named the Gross “Hawk” in
an ad appearing in the March
1932 QST issue.

As these were the days of the
Great Depression, many ama-
teurs lacked the funds to buy even
a radio kit, much less an as-
sembled unit. So, aside from Gross
transmitters and receivers, the
company also sold radio parts and
products manufactured by other
firms. In one Gross QST ad, the
header began “If We Don’t Carry
It In Stock, We’ll Get It For You.”
Gross also offered custom build-
ing for the discerning client;
proudly advertising “Our lab is
equipped to build anything to your
own specifications.” If that were
not enough, a Wednesday evening
“Code Class” was even offered in
the store from 6:30 to 7:30PM,

Fig. 4. Gross Radio Company ad in QST, October, 1931.
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with the advice to “bring your own
phones.”

Perhaps because of his parts
sales business, Jerry was surpris-
ingly tolerant of window shoppers
and tire kickers, and “Jerry’s
Place”, as the store came to be
known, grew to become quite the
gathering place for hams. Bill Orr
W6SAI, writing in the February
1977 issue of CQ magazine,8 had
this to say about his visits to Gross
Radio as a young ham:  “Most
amateurs spent their time in
Jerry’s store examining the model
transmitter carefully set atop a
counter, and copying its circuit so
they could build the equipment
out of scrap parts salvaged from
a defunct broadcast receiver!”

Gross Radio, like many other
radio businesses of the day, offered
their product in both kit, and, for
an additional charge, in assembled
form.  Although Gross’s most fa-
mous and longest running prod-
uct was arguably the CW-25 se-
ries of transmitters, the company
also offered a line of receivers,
antenna meters, and even a sta-
tion monitor.

EARLY GROSS TRANSMIT-
TERS

The original J. Gross & Co., at
the 30 Park Place address, appears
to have offered their first trans-
mitter in the pages of the May
1927 issue of QST. Details are
sparse, but listed are a 7 ½ watt
unit for $47.50 and 75 watt vari-
ant “for use with the new UX-852
short wave tube”, listed for the
sum of $65.00. The set was of-
fered as a Tuned Plate, Tuned Grid
(TPTG) design. Both transmitters
were offered as kits, and construc-
tion was typical of the day, a flat
black panel, perhaps bakelite, with
three meters arranged in a row
near the top of the panel, and a
series of three knobs below.

During Jerry’s time at Leeds
Radio, his offerings appeared to
have been limited almost exclu-
sively to a small regenerative re-
ceiver set, and Hartley transmit-
ter. The receiver, which covered
15 - 100 meters with three plug-
in coils, offered band spread for
fine-tuning, used three of the
201A tubes, and sold for $37.50.
The 7 ½ watt Hartley transmit-
ter initially sold for $57.50 as-
sembled, and is shown housed in
an attractive black enclosure with
two front panel meters, and is
noted to operate with a 201A or
UX-210 tube.  Precious few details
about Jerry’s other designs or of-
ferings can be found, and aside
from the Leeds ads, we almost lose
track of him until he resurfaces in
late 1931.

In 1931, one of the first trans-
mitters listed by the new Gross
Radio Company was a 75-watt
Hartley, first offered in the No-
vember issue of QST. The unit sold
for the then princely sum of
$52.50 as a kit, or $65 assembled
and tested. Gross did not seem to
skimp on the quality of parts used
in his offerings. In the ad for the
Hartley mentioned above, he
boasted that the transmitters were
equipped with “Jewell meters,
Cardwell condensers, and Ward
Leonard leaks” all of which were
top-notch manufacturers at that
time. Gross even offered the
Hartley in a QRP version, adver-
tising the “7 ½ watt” model at
$32.50 as a kit, or $40 assembled.
The optional 2000-volt, 200
milliamp power supply would set
the buyer back an additional
$67.50.

In addition to the Hartley,
Gross also sold a line of simple
crystal-controlled transmitters.
These used the type 210 tube, with
an optional amplifier stage, also
using a 210, boosting the power
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output up to 75 watts. These were
sold as separate units, costing
$23.50 for the oscillator kit,
$23.50 for the buffer/doubler

stage, and $57.50 for the 75-watt
output amplifier section. The de-
sign was rather simple, a rectan-
gular box, with meter and Na-

Fig. 5. Ad for “Jerry’s Place” in QST, January, 1933.
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tional Radio Type “B” vernier di-
als on the front panel of each unit.
Band coverage was advertised as
80, 40 or 20 meters via the plug-

in coil sets. These rigs were to be
offered only for a short time, and
were later combined into one cabi-
net, the Gross “GC-30” set.

Fig. 6.  Gross Radio, Inc. ad in QST, February, 1934.
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In the GC-30 set, the oscilla-
tor, buffer/doubler and output
stage were all built into one en-
closure, each section was divided
by a metal partition, and individu-
ally metered. Plug-in coils cover-
ing 80, 40 and 20 meters were
used in each stage for band selec-
tion. The GC-30 (I’m assuming
the “GC” stood for “Gross Com-
pany”) used the same 210 tube
lineup as the early crystal con-
trolled sets, but also offered an
optional type 245 in the oscillator,
if the customer so desired. In
keeping with a theme he used
throughout the life of his com-
pany, that of offering a “founda-
tion kit” with options, Jerry also
offered two different types of
meters; the Readrite was stan-
dard, and the Weston optional.
The base cost of the set with three
Readrite meters, and three plug-
in coils, was $29.50. The upgraded
model using the Weston meters
was given as a shocking $42.50!

The GC-30 was soon joined by
the “GC-45” and “GC-100” trans-
mitters, which were priced at
$37.50 and $39.50 respectively.
The “GC-45-B” modulator and
power supply were offered as op-
tions for an additional cost. The
GC-45 used the type 47 for the
crystal oscillator, a type 210 in the
buffer, and single 210 in the push-
pull amplifier. The GC-100 tube
lineup was the same, with a pair
of type 210s replacing the single
210 in the final amplifier. The new
GC-45-B unit offered both the
power supply and a class B modu-
lator on the same chassis, for the
sum of $52. Type 57 and 59 tubes
were used in the first two stages
of audio, with a pair of 59s used
as the output on the modulator
deck. Gross listed the audio out-
put power at 30 watts, and
claimed that the GC-45-B would
“fully modulate a 40 watt carrier.”

Hoyt meters were standard, with
the Weston meter option also of-
fered with these sets, for the addi-
tional cost of “$3.50 per meter.”

GROSS RECEIVERS
The Gross receivers took their

names from the avian kingdom,
with names like the “Hawk”, ad-
vertised at “$22 net”, and the
“Eagle” an entry level three tube
regen, comparable to the National
SW-3, for $16.95. A low cost ver-
sion of the Hawk, known as the
“Hawk Jr.”, without the RF stage,
was also offered for a short time
at $14.75.

The Hawk series lasted only a
short time.  First introduced as the
Gross  “S.W. Receiver” in Janu-
ary of 1932, the Hawk appears to
have been dropped from adver-
tisements less than a year later,
last appearing in the October 1933
QST. The tube lineup stayed con-
stant throughout production, us-
ing the type 236 as the RF amp,
another 236 for the detector, and
a 238 for the audio amp. Gross
proudly offered low-loss coil
forms in the Hawk, using the new
Hammarlund Isolantite material.
The Hawk required three coils for
operation, one for each stage in
the set, and Gross advertised the
coverage “from 17.5 to 110
meters.” Additional coil forms, for
those who preferred to wind their
own, could be purchased for 58
cents.

The “Eagle”, first introduced in
the December 1932 QST, was po-
sitioned as a low cost option to the
Hawk. Like the Hawk, it also used
three tubes, type 232 for the RF
and detector circuits, and a type
233 for the audio. The unit was
small for the day, with the metal
cabinet measuring 6” x 7” x 9 ½”,
and was advertised by Gross as
being suitable for “portable use”.
Like the Hawk, band coverage was
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selected by four plug-in coil sets,
the range being given as “15 to 200
meters” by Gross. Gross adver-
tised an early form of “band
spreading” by the use of a sepa-
rate front panel mounted capaci-
tor.

When first introduced, the
Eagle was offered in kit form for
only a brief time. Gross then
warned that to duplicate the Eagle
would cost “three or four dollars
more than the completely wired
and tested set.”  Later, perhaps in
an effort to boost sales to those
whom Gross termed as having
“very limited means”, the com-
pany lowered the assembled price
down to $10.95. While Gross only
listed the Hawk for less than a
year, the Eagle appears to have
stayed with the company for
nearly three years. First intro-
duced in the winter of 1932, it last

appeared in print in October of
1935, a long run for a simple set.
It may be the Eagle was simply
pushed aside by the appearance of
the new Hammarlund Super Pro
and Hallicrafters Super-Skyrider
sets, also sold by Gross.

These sets, along with the
Gross transmitters, were adver-

Fig. 7. Gross “Eagle” ad in February 1934 Short Wave Craft

Fig. 8. Gross “Eagle”, author’s collec-
tion
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tised in the back of QST for a num-
ber of years, no doubt inspiring the
young ham to deliver many a
newspaper, or mow many a lawn
in order to spring for a new set.
The Gross sets were
unapologetically simple for the
day, and while eclipsed by con-
temporary offerings of Collins,
National and Hammarlund, they
were affordable for the beginning
radio amateur, an important con-
sideration for that era.

THE CW/CB-25 TRANSMIT-
TERS

Perhaps the best-known Gross
product of the day was the CW-
25 “Beginner’s Transmitter”.  First
introduced in February of 1934,
the set was offered until March of
1937. Larger, high power sets, like
the CW-50, CW-55 and CB-100
(50 and 100 watts of output re-
spectively) were later available,
but never reached the popularity
of the 25 series. The CW-25 was
offered as both a kit with one set
of band coils for $13.95 (less
tubes), and fully wired and tested
for $14.95. The CW-25 was a
simple, if not inexpensive, way for
the radio newcomer to get on the
air. While $13 sounds cheap to-
day, in 1931 it was a far stretch
for the average radio amateur. Bill
Orr W6SAI writes “In those dark
days of the depression, however,
this sum was equal to a week’s
wages to some and was only a
theoretical concept to the many
unemployed.”

Still, the CW-25 was a great
bargain to the average ham, of-
fering 50 watts input, with about
half that power output on the 160
and 80 meter bands, lowering a
bit on 40 and 20 meters. A four
band transmitter in one compact
chassis, with what was considered
good power output for its day,
must have been pretty tempting

for the new ham. Gross also of-
fered a power supply kit for the
CW-25 for $8.75, or 50 cents ad-
ditional if wired. Plug-in coils for
other bands were available at the
cost of 75 cents per coil. The Gross
used three coils per band, so for
the total cost of $27 one had a full
four band set, complete with
power supply.

The CB-25, the “B” standing for
class B fone operation, was of-
fered for the princely price of $66
less tubes.  Wired and tested units
cost an additional $10. With the
CB-25, the proud owner received
a small desktop rack to hold the
chassis, a power supply deck with
modulator circuit, and a metering
panel. One could also buy these
parts separately, if desired. In the
Gross design, the rack stood about
24 inches tall, with the RF deck
located at the top of the rack, and
the power supply below. A meter-
ing panel, with two large Gross
labeled Weston panel meters, was
located directly below the RF
deck.

THE CW/CB-25 RIG IN DE-
TAIL

I am able to speak in some de-
tail on the CB-25, as I am fortu-
nate to have one in my hamshack
(Fig. 9). Formerly owned by Bill
Orr W6SAI, the unit was gifted to
my friend John Rollins W1FPZ
sometime in the late 1990s, with
the provision that John could have
the unit if he were to restore it and
send photos to Bill.9 Needless to
say, John was not about to let a
deal like that go through his
hands.  He was prepared to fly out
in his private plane to pick up the
rig directly from Bill in San Fran-
cisco when fate intervened. A
friend who had to make a cross-
country journey stepped in, and
offered to drive out to California
and retrieve the rig for John. Soon
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the rig arrived back in John’s
workshop in Arrowsic, Maine
where it underwent a full resto-
ration, Rollins style.

Any correspondence between
John and Bill seems to be lost with
John’s passing, but John never
ceased to proudly point out the rig
when showing a visitor his
hamshack. I saw it during my
many visits, ready to be switched
on at any moment with authen-
tic Gross coils for all bands neatly
stacked atop the cabinet. After
John’s passing in March of 2008,
the transmitter entered my care.

The CW/CB-25 was quite ro-
bustly built in the tradition of the
day, starting with the steel chas-
sis, finished with the classic black
crackle paint. The three air vari-
able capacitors featured promi-
nently on the front panel were
General Radio products, as were
the dials, which were printed with
the Gross lightening bolt logo.
Such quality was surprising for a
bargain kit of its day because Gen-
eral Radio was well known as a
manufacturer of very high qual-
ity parts and equipment, hardly

what one would expect to find in
an entry level amateur rig. Bill
Orr W6SAI, writing in the Febru-
ary 1977 issue of CQ magazine,
speculated that there were some
$30 worth of parts in the CW-25
and marveled how Gross could
sell the complete set for a mere
$13.

Underneath the steel chassis
the layout is a very traditional de-
sign. Straight-line heavy 12-gauge
tinned wire was used for the
ground and RF bus, and 14-gauge
black insulated wire used else-
where. A mixture of both ceramic
and fiber sockets was used for the
plug-in coils, vacuum tubes and
electrical connections. Two air
variable capacitors, equipped with
“arrow instrument knobs”, were
mounted on the rear of the top
chassis, and were used to neutral-
ize the buffer and final stages.

Functionally, the CW-25 and
its more expensive fone cousin, the
CB-25, are quite identical on the
RF decks; it is only in the power
supply and modulator that the
two differ. We’ll start with the RF
deck first as it is common to both
models, and discuss the CB-25
power supply deck later.

The RF circuit of the CW/CB-
25 was based on the then popular
type “46” tube, and the design was
often referred to as the “46 job”.
Starting from right to left on the
RF chassis, a type “47” tube was
used as a crystal oscillator as it
would easily run on 160, 80, or 40
meter crystals. The 47 was origi-
nally designed as an audio
pentode, but would provide decent
RF output at 300 volts in a crys-
tal oscillator. Output of the 47
went to a type 46 used as a buffer
stage, which was then neutralized
for a vertically mounted capaci-
tor located almost directly behind
the tube. The buffer output was
then directed into a pair of typeFig. 9. Gross CB-25 transmitter, author’s

collection.
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46 tubes in a parallel amplifier
arrangement, with another verti-
cally mounted capacitor for neu-
tralization. A plug-in coil was
used for each stage, oscillator,
buffer and output, hence the need
for three sets of coils per band. The
crystal holder was mounted on the
right front of the top panel, in easy
reach of the user, and Gross sold
both the crystal holder and blank
(you ground your own crystal in
those days) for one dollar each.

During the tune up process,
one used either an external meter,
plugged into the jacks on the front
panel of the RF deck, or the tried
and true light bulb with an induc-
tive loop of wire. Each stage was
loaded and tuned to resonance,
with the one caveat being that the
phone jacks, insulated from
ground, were hot with plate volt-
age! The CW/CB-25, like most sets
of the day, was designed for a high
impedance balanced antenna, so
the link coupled output, again via
a plug-in coil, went directly to a
set of porcelain insulators on top
of the chassis.

The modulator circuit on the
CB-25 is a classic design that ap-
pears to have been taken straight
from the early ARRL handbooks.
A type “57” tube was used as the
first gain stage in the speech amp,
driving a single type 46 tube. The
output of the single 46 was then
sent into a pair of type 46 tubes in
push pull, which drove the modu-
lation transformer. Gross had de-
signed the set for use with a car-
bon microphone, so the resulting
audio was anything but “hi-fi”.
Still the set did work, and offered
a moderately priced entry into the
fone band. A pair of type “83”
mercury vapor rectifiers com-
pleted the rest of the tube comple-
ment on the power deck.

Connection between the two
chassis was via a cable running

from the power supply to the jack
on the rear of the RF deck. A set
of “wander” leads were used on
the front panel meters to switch
in, measure and tune the various
stages of the transmitter. A lower
power meter on the right was used
with the oscillator and buffer sec-
tions, with the higher power meter
on the left measuring the 46 RF
amplifiers wired in parallel. Key-
ing was made via the front panel
jacks, and a set of insulated
dummy plugs was used to block
the following sections when tun-
ing.

Contrasted with the Collins
32B rig, selling at $125, the Gross
rig was a bargain. Sadly, it appears
that few of the CW/CB-25 series
survive today.  It is unknown if
this was the result of poor sales or
just the ravages of time.

THE GROSS HIGH POWER
SETS

During the long run of the
CW/CB-25 series, Gross also in-
troduced some new and higher
power transmitter sets. Still fol-
lowing the Gross nomenclature of
CW and CB, with the input power
following as digits, these units
employed the newer high power
tubes that were being introduced
into the amateur market.

The top of the Gross transmit-
ter line appears to have been the
short lived CB-350, which used a
pair of  Taylor T55s in the RF out-
put (Fig. 10). In the modulator, a
pair of RK31s, in class B, was used
to develop “100% modulation”.
Gross claimed the CB-350 had an
input power of “350-400 watts”,
but did not list the output. Band
coverage for the unit was stated
to be 1.7 to 30 Mc, again, via plug-
in coils. The design, a rack system,
was interesting in that it included
the antenna tuner in the top of the
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rack. Metering was also extensive;
I counted a total of eight meters
on the set, including what appears
to be a set of amp meters in each

leg of the RF output. I’ve only
found one mention of this set,
from November of 1937, so it ap-
pears to have not found commer-

Fig. 10. Gross Radio ad in QST, November, 1937.
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cial success, perhaps not a surprise
given the high cost of such a set
and economic conditions prevail-
ing at the time.

In terms of duration, the long-
est running high power Gross set
appears to have been the “CB-
250”. The CB-250 was a CW and
class B fone set with a power in-
put of 250 watts that covered, via
plug-in coils, the 1.7 to 30 Mc
bands. The transmitter used a pair
of Taylor TZ40s in both the modu-
lator and RF output section. This
set, first introduced in September
of 1938, was offered until the last
QST ad in 1941.

Interestingly enough, Gross
seems to have never listed a price
for the larger, high power sets. I
suspect this was because these
sets, costly as they would be, were
built to order rather than on
“spec”. The exception to this pric-
ing policy seems to have only been
in the last days of Gross radio,
when the “Clearance Sale” ads
were running.

WINDING DOWN
Be it the Second World War, or

perhaps just a downturn in busi-
ness, the October 1938 QST car-
ried a very different ad from
Gross. Rather than his usual by-
line touting the features and ben-
efits of his latest sets, Jerry chose
to share an unusual message with
QST’s readers. “Opportunity”
screamed the headline “To Pur-
chase At Bargain Price,” “A long-
established retail radio store.”

Perhaps Jerry decided to enter
into supplying the wartime need
for communications gear, for the
ad also read “This sacrifice is made
because our full time will be de-
voted exclusively to manufactur-
ing.” Or perhaps Jerry saw the
clouds of war, and with it the ban
on all amateur radio transmis-
sions. In any case, after the “Op-

portunity” ad, Gross only placed
a total of nine more ads before
they were gone forever from the
pages of QST. Each ad was pro-
gressively smaller than his early
full-page spreads, and the final ad,
appearing in February 1941 QST,
advertised a “Clearance Sale” on
all “Well Known Gross Transmit-
ters” (Fig. 12).

THE MYSTERIOUS
LEGACY

So where did Jerry Gross go,
and what happened to Gross Ra-
dio Company? At this point, I re-
ally don’t know, for it seems that
our story ends here. In the pro-
cess of researching this article I
contacted Leeds Radio, Jerry’s
former employer, searched the
New York Times, and employed
the kind services of a friend, Bob
Ballantine W8SU. Bob seems to
have discovered that Jerry was
born in 1898 and passed away in
November of 1973.

The last mention I found of the
Gross Radio Company was in the
February 23, 1945 issue of the
New York Times, which reported
a landlord dispute between Gross
Radio and the building’s owners.
In part, the article read “two
workers from the Gross Radio
Company hiked six floors to an
equally cold and damp shop at 8

Fig. 11. Gross Radio ad in QST, Octo-
ber, 1938.
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West Eighteen Street to help meet
another Navy contract.”

Apparently the owners of the
building had shut off the heat and
elevators in the structure on
Washington’s Birthday. Gross,
under pressure to fulfill the con-
tract, had unsuccessfully implored
the Navy to have the building’s
owners turn the utilities back on.
The article further mentions that
the Gross Company had “seven
employees”, but only two felt
“hardy enough” to work without
heat and elevators. So perhaps
Jerry did get his wish after all,
Gross Radio may have success-
fully made the transition from the
ham to the military world.

You’ll note that I have relied
heavily upon QST magazine in
reconstructing the history of Jerry
Gross’s companies. The reason for
this is simply that little informa-
tion remains other than product
sheets, ads, and schematics. Even
more rare than printed ephemera
is the actual Gross produced
equipment. For a company that
had nearly a 20 year run in the
radio business, and consistently
placed large monthly ads in QST,
it is rather surprising how few of

Jerry’s creations remain.
Raymond Moore, in his excellent
“Transmitters” book10, devotes no
less than seven pages to the Gross
Company, and notes that Gross
was “one of the major amateur
transmitter manufacturers of the
1930’s.” Admittedly many of the
early kits were rather simple, and
undoubtedly in the ham tradition
of the day, were later disas-
sembled for parts as the amateur
advanced in the hobby or technol-
ogy moved forward.

If you have any additional in-
formation or recollections, or if
you own Gross gear, then I’d very
much enjoy hearing from you. I
would be especially interested in
anything that can help clear up
the mystery of what happened to
this great piece of American radio
history.

END NOTES

1. While 1931 appears to be first year
for what was known as the Gross
Radio Company, it is quite
possible Jerry Gross had been in
partnership in an earlier firm, the
name “J. Gross & Co.” would seem
to indicate the latter.

2. QST, August 1927.
3. Park Place was a rather interesting

address for a budding radio
manufacturer. During the early
1930s, Hugo Gernsback, of
Gernsback Publications, famous
for his own radio business, The
Electo Importing Company (later
known as EICO), as well the Radio
Craft, Short Wave Craft, and
Radio News magazines,
maintained editorial offices right
down the street at 99 Park Place.

4. QST, April 1927, Teleplex
company ad. Bill Pierpont N0HFF
also made note of the Teleplex
company in his work “The Art &
Skill Of Radio Telegraphy”.

5. A check of Google Street View
seems to confirm this hypothesis;
323 East 83rd Street is a multilevel

Fig. 12. Gross Radio’s last ad in QST,
February, 1941.
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residential apartment building.
New York City tax rolls list the
building as co-op apartments, and
the build date is given as 1910.
However, it is possible that the
ground floor may have been
commercial space.

6. QST, October 1929.
7. QST, October 1931.
8. “Transmitters I Wish I Owned” by

Bill Orr W6SAI, page 34, CQ,
February 1997.

9. AWA Old Timer’s Bulletin,
February 1998, “Restoration Of A
Gross Company Transmitter” by
John Rollins W1FPZ, pages  26- 28.

10. Raymond S. Moore,
“Transmitters, Exciters and
Power Amplifiers 1930-1980”.
Key Largo, FL: RSM
Communications, 1996.
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