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Most old timer s remember Zenith 
Radio as the brain child of "Matty" 
R.H. G. Mathews, 9ZN, and Karl 
Hassel. In 1939 the President of Zenith 
was Commander Eugene F. MacDonald 
who had been one of the officers on the 
famous MacMillan Arctlc expedition as 
skipper of the Neptune. 

Commander MacDonald own e d the 
largest yacht on the Great Lakes, the 
Mizpah. He liked to take his ship north 
on Lake Michigan to Mackinac Island 
and spend a week or so aboard ship at 
that location. When he returned from 
one of these trips he came into the lab­
orator y and complained loudly that the 
Zenith standard broadcast band porta -
bles could not get a single station for 
him while he was at Mackinac Island. 

These were the pre-World War II 
days when Hilter was busy changing the 
map of Europe almost daily. MacDonald 
was one who wanted to be abreast of 
the latest news and world developments, 
so this 1 a ck of daily news was very 
irksome to him. 

During one of the sessions where the 
Commander was berating the perfor­
mance of the regular Zenith broadcast 
band portables, I suggested that what 
he needed was a short wave portable. 
At first he was skeptical: "Were there 
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enough news br oadc ast s on short 
waves?" "Would the short wave circuits 
be open enough of the time to provide 
coverage at Mackinac Island ?" etc. , 
etc. Everyone in the lab assured him 
that he should get adequate short wave 
coverage easily. As a bonus he could 
get English language news direct from 
London, Paris and Berlin. Finally 
MacDonald said, "0 K, Lorenzen, it's 
your idea ·so you build me a short wave 
portable ." 

I went down to production a nd pur­
loined one of the regular portables off 
the line ostensibly to check the perfor­
mance of production receivers in the 
laboratory. Removing the regular RF 
coil I replaced it with a one turn loop 
mounted inside the cabinet. Fortunate­
ly the loop nicely covered the shor t 
wave broadcast bands . Now all I had 
to do was track the oscillator with the 
RF section of the set. In spite of the 
marginal electrical performance of the 
1-1/ 2 volt tubes at higher frequencies , 
the set performed well. 

Chief Engineer Gustafson and r de­
livered the set to MacDona ld's office 
where he gave it a quick try-out with 
no major complaints. He announced he 
would give it th~ "acid test" as he plan­
ned to go to Mackinac Island the next 
weekend f o r an extended stay aboard 
the Mizpah. 

Things were normal for the next 
couple of weeks when suddenly I was 
summoned to the Commander's office. 
He was obviously in good spirits and 
started talking in glowing terms about 
hi s experiences with the new set: "I 
neve r missed a news broadcast!" 
"Every night I got the London news 
direct. " "It was interesting to hear 
what the German news said of Hilter's 
exploits." etc. , etc. Finally he turned 
to me, "We are going into production 
on a short wave portable immediately. 
We are going to call it the Zenith Super 
Deluxe Trans-Oceanic portable. Of 
course, it will a 1 so have a standard 
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broadcast band in it, but it will be 
primarily a short wave portable." 

At that moment the birth of an idea 
was consummated! It resulted in a line 
of receivers that continues to date and 
which brought in a new concept of short 

wave radio entertainment. There prob­
ably were other short wave portables 
before Zenith's, but it is safe to say 
that none caught the public's fancy like 
the Zenith Super Deluxe Trans-Oceanic 
portable. 
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