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2m FM Transceiver
The basic circuit of the Wilson

transceiver has evolved from the Ken
unit a year ago to th e Henry Tempo
FMH - and now it is the Wilson. But
there are changes substantial
changes and all for the better. The
Ken was a lot of transceiver for Its
price, but some amateurs wanted a
hotter receiver and wanted a little
more poop in the output. The Wilson
has a new front end and it is a hot
one. It also has a better rear end for
more poop on transmit.

There are some other benefits to
this rig when compared with other
HI's on the market things like the
netting capacitors on all of the
crystals, both transmit and recieve.
This makes it a lot easier to get the
unit right on channel. And all of the
crystals are plugged in too, not just
some. The earlier Ken units had two
channels soldered in - which was not
serious where you had a use for bo th
34/94 and 94/94 - but these days,
with no 34/94 repeater in New York,
Chicago, Washington, Boston, Los
Angeles, etc.. that turned out to be a
rather serious wasted channel. And in
the 34 /94 areas, the 94 /94 pair wasn't
all that valuable . Better that all
crystals can be plugged in as in the
Wilson . The fact is that a five channel
HT with two soldered in channels is a
three channel radio .

The Wilson has six channels - and
that is none too many in most areas.
It is none too few either, fo r seldom
are you irian area where you can reach
more than six repeaters WI th an HT.
Considering the size of the HT - and
there is more than a little resistance to
the larger HT's such as the Unimetrix
- more than six channels would begin
to crowd things inside so the uni t
would have to be bigger. You want a
unit that is comfortable to hold in t he
hand t hat wit l fi t in the pocket - or
on the belt.

Speaking of holding in the hand ­
one 01 the really annoy ing th ings
about most HT's is that if you ha ....e
any kind of noise tevel you ha....e to
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hold the speaker up to your ear and
then quickly swing the HT down to
speak in the loudspeaker when it is
your time to t ransmit. This little
maneuver usually ta kes longe r than
the time between transmission s o n the
repeater, so you are aced au t. Wi th
some cos you have to be m ighty fast
of linger to break in and that part of a
second it takes you to swing the HT
from your ear to your mouth you 'll
lose out. The Wilson has thymike
mounted toward the bottom of the
unit, right where your mou th comes
when you put t he speaker to your ear .

The use of the separate mike (such
as you'll find on the late Motorola
HT'sl results in considerably bette r
audio. You 'll find that reports are
most gratifying on your aud io .

Another big hassle with the Moto r­
ola uni ts are those incredibly exoen­
sive nicad battery packs they use . The
Wilson uses those low cost AA size
nicads (you can put in regular AA
flashlight batteries in an emergency )
these batter ies sell at every Radio
Shack o r Lafaye tte sto re fo r peanuts
- or you can even catch someone like
Hal Babylon (advertised in 73) With
surplus nicads for a fraction of the
Radio Shack price!

When you use your HT on your
bel t - for insta nce a t harnfests - you
want a remot mike that plus into the
unit. The Wilson has a plug for this ­
and it also feeds out the audio fro the
loudspeaker which you can hear from
a small speaker which is mounted
righ t in the mike case!

The Smeter is handy when you are
in a weak signal area and want to peak
up a repea ter in o rder to be su re to get
t he best signal back in to it. It do ub les
as a battery indicator so you won't
run your meads down too far and
reve rse them. Nicads don 't like that.

The circui t board for the Wilson is
the size of the case - and this means
tha t every thi ng is easy to get a t fo r
servicing. If you've eve r t ried to fix a
Motorola HT-220 you will appreciate
the room in the Wilson for wo rk -

and the use of small , but not invisible
parts.

One problem with the earlie r Ke n
units was a weakness of the in te rnal
molded track for the battery pack - it
often broke when the HT was drop ­
ped - and w ho doesn't drop one now
and then? The wuson may break if
you try hard enough, but it will take
an incredi ble bea t ing before giv ing up.

Obviously the Wilson is quite a rig
- and one would expect it to come
th rough a t arou nd $280 or so. Wilson
is selling them for only $199 for
reasons best known to themselves. 1t
wou ld seem p ruden t to ge t o ne of
these rad io s before the folks at Wi lson
wise up.
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