
Super-Wasp Short-Wave Set 
by ROBERT HERTZBERG 

Bring up the subject of kits today 
and most radio men automatically think 
of Heath. The &tory of how the late 
Howard Anthony parlayed ~ane World War 
n surplus tubes into an international 
business is now well known, but what 
is not generally recognized is the much 
earlier work in the ·same field by the 
old Pilot Radio & 'l\ibe Corporation with 
its "SUPER-WASP". 

This four-tube , tuned-RF regenerative 
receiver was definitely the first com­
mercial radio kit. The circuitry was 
designed largely by Robert s. Kruse, 
an early technical editor of QST, and 
the packaging was done by John Geloso, 
the firm's chief engineer, an Italian 
born in Argentina. I did the "field 
testing" ••• on a kitchen table 1n a 
Bronx apartment • • and I also wrote the 
instruction manual. This cooperative 
effort took place over the winter of 
1928-29. The kit hit the market 1n the 
spring of 1929 and vas an immediate 
success because it was virtually fool­
proof from both electrical and mechan­
ical standpoints. Contributing factors 
were favorable sun- spot conditions and 
the many programs of G5SW, the British 
Broadcasting Company short- wave stat­
ion in Chelmsford, England, and PCJ, 
the Phillipe Company station in Eind­
hoven, Holland. 

The announcer at PCJ was an affable 
young man named El:lward Startz who had 
a remarkable command of seven or eight 
languages. He attracted a large follow­
ing of faithfUl short-vave listeners, 
and indirectly did more to sell Super­
Wasps and other receivers than the manu­
facturers themselves . He retired in 
1969 after a long career with Phillips. 

Pilot was one of the very few real 
fabricators of the radio industry. In 
a crowded factory in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
it made its own tools and di es and manu­
factured all the bits and pieces of its 
canponents and assemblies . It did all 
its own turning, stomping, winding, 
plating, forming, etc. Automatic screw 
machines and power presses competed 
for floor space with Bakelite molders, 
spray booths, etc. 

The Pilot plug-in coils were famous 
for their ribbed forms , removable base 
pins, external soldering luge and the 
colored ring handles. With complete in­
house quality control of all parts, the 
Super-Wasp quickly developed a reputat­
ion for reliability. Even today, more 
than 4o years after its introduction, 
the set is still in use in some parts 
of the world and often appears in pict­
ures of ham shacks and SWL posts 1n 
the hobby magazines. 

The Super-Wasp was sold in the United 
States not only through radio dealers 
but also in the S.S . Kresge chain store. 
It .. -as also popular abroad, and whole 
shiploads went to importers everywhere. 
To meet the demand, the Brooklyn fact­
ory ran almost non-stop, and the money 
poured 1n as the merchandise went out. 

All this added up to the arch- typical 
story of the poor immigrant orphan mak­
ing good in a big way: Isidor Goldberg, 
founder and sole owner of the company, 
was well on the way to his first mill­
ion by the summer of 1929· Then came 
the stock market crash of October and 
the Depression with a capital D. Did 
the Pilot boan crash too ? Astonish­
ingly, no. Sales Just kept right on 
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climbing ! While people had less mon­
ey than before, they had something in­
finitely more valuable • •• time. They 
didn't need much money to enjoy short­
wave listening, but they certainly need­
ed lots of time for twiddling the dials . 
A curious corollary to this situation 
was the parallel upsurge of the photo­
graphy hobby through-out the depress­
ion. Today, many ham and camera clubs 
have a large percentage of common mem­
bers. 

Probably our prize customer was the 
King of Siam, a rabid hobbyist if the:rr 

ever was one. On a visit to the United 
States in either 1930 or 1931, he and 
a large entourage were ensconced in 
the Westchester N,Y., estate of a news­
paper publisher. One day a phone call 
came into the factory fran one of the 
royal secretaries. He said that his 
Royal Majesty was interested in radio, 
and could a Pilot representative bring 
over a Pilot-Wasp and show it to him ? 
I don' t l'ecall~hy I was elected for 
the job, but elected I was. I pressed 
my good suit, sh;l.ned my shoes, washed 
my 1929 Ford, and presented myself at 

Super-Wasp in A.w.A. Museum. The tuned R.F. stase is at left, regeneration control 
center and detector at right. AC and DC models were similiar except for tubes. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR SHORT .. WAVE FANS! 
The manufacture of the 

K, 11 0 and K, 115 Models of 

the famous original 

¥ SVPER-WASP¥ 
will be continued 

THE advent of the new Uni­
versal Super-Wasp does not 

mean the end of the K-110 and 
K-115 models of the original 
Super-Wasp. This world famous 
receiver will be continued without 
change, as it fills a definite need in 
the short-wave field. Of course it 
does not have the features of the 
brand-new Universal, but it still is 
a fine set and is particularly suit­
able for use in amateur stations 
because of its flexible construction. 
The Super-Wasp was the receiver 
that really opened the short waves 
to the home listener, and in the 
minds of many people its very 
name is synonymous with short 
waves. 

THE K-110 is the battery model, 
using one 222 screen-grid tube 

and three 201A's. The K-115 is 
the A. C. model, using one 224 and 
three 227's and operating entirely 
off a K-111 power pack (furnished 
separately). Both sets use a 

K-115 Kit - $34.50 

stage of tuned R. F. amplification, 
regenerative detector and two 
stages of A. F ., with double shield­
ing. A wave length range of 15 
to 500 meters is obtained with five 
pairs of plug-in coils. The two 
models are alike in general ap­
pearance and! dimensions, being 18 
inches long, 7Y. inches high and 
9Y. inches deep when assembled. 
They are supplied only in kit form1 with front panels but without 
cabinets. 

T HE K-110 is described in detail 
in a 12-page folder, identified 

as Data Sheet No. 7. The K-115 
is described in a 16-page booklet, 
known as Data Sheet No. 115. 
These contain much interesting 
technical data on short-wave re­
ceiver design. You can obtain 
copies from the main Pilot office 
at Lawrence, Mass., by merely 
sending a two.cent stamp to cover 
mailing. The receivers themselves 
may be examined at radio stores 
throughout the country. 

K-110 Kit - $29.50 
K-111 power pack - $16.50 tubes extra.. 

TUDE MARC 

Tbe A. C. f!ui>er·W••P 

MADE IN THE WORLD'S LARGEST RADIO PA.RTS PLANT 

18 



the appointed time at the royal billet. 
A yollll8 Siamese who spoke perfect Nev 
Yorkese briefed me on court etiquette 
("the use of third person") and helped 
me string 100 feet of antenna away frClll 
the house. 

The King, a very small, slim man, 
greeted me informally, asked sane very 
intelligent questions, and then sug.:. 
gested that I turn on the receiver. I 
vas in a panic for a moment, because 
1n the flurry of setting up I really 
hadn' t checked out the installation. 
However, luck in the form of the Heavi­
side I.e.yer and the five-hour time diff­
erence to Europe were with me : G5SW, 
PCJ and a half dozen other stations 
boomed in like locals, and the butter­
flies in my stomach disappeared. 

"Excellent, excellent, " the King said, 
all smiles. Goldberg had told me to 
leave the set as a gift, but after the 
King withdrew the secretary insisted 
on giving me a check for the regular 
purchase price. 

With the Brooklyn factory taxed to 
cape.city, the management was hunting 
for new facilities even before October, 
1929· They soon foWld a cluster of huge 
buildings in Lawrence, Mass., formerly 
a cotton mill whose business had been 
transferred to the warmer labor climate 
of the Carolinas. The banks were aruc­
ious to get this white elephant off 
their hands, and sold it to Goldberg 
for hardly more than the original cost 
1f the freight locanotives that pu.lled 
cars around within the grounds of the 
establishment. 

Lawrence in 1929 and 1930 was some­
thing leas than an attractive town. 

2.sv ..... c: ... • 

However, practically the entire engin­
eering staff and administrative per­
soIUlel along with production workers, 
moved up willingingly because their 
salaries were high and Jobs 1n other 
firms were scarce . Unfortunately / the 
interruption of output and continuity 
proved disastrous . After a particular­
ly bitter winter over 1931-1932,Geloso 
returned to Italy, the key executives 
scattered around the country, and the 
whole operation collapsed within a 
short time . Goldberg himself returned 
to Nev York, organized a new firm, did 
var work, made TV and hi-fi equipment oc 
a small scale, and died about 10 years 
ago. 

Applying his Pilot experience to the 
Italian industrial scene, Geloso became 
an important manufacturer and employed 
thousands of people in several factor­
ies. During World War II he was de­
nounced as e.n "American" by the Fascists 
and he and his family be.rely survived 
five years of hiding on a fann. He 
bounced back quickly· after 1945 with 
an extensive line of components and 
assorted radio, TV and hi-fi sets in­
cluding a couple high-grade ham receiv­
ers and transmitters. I visited him 
many times in the 1950 ' s and 6o• s, and 
found that he was very much aware of 

ilDpe.ct made by Heath on the world mar­
kets. We had alJDost ca11pleted plans 
for a series of new kits of his own 
design when he died suddenly in Feb­
ruary of 1969. 

The first item was to be a ham re­
ceiver, and vhat do you think was the 
name chosen for it ? What else but 
SUPER-WAsP ? 

r · ------------;;;-------- ---------------- -----------------·-1 

I 1-114--o-+I~~--' 
I ~---1 3/ Hli-+-o-I~,~~~~-' 

• 1 ~ - I 
I - \ j 

' --1 AMII rust 1 Mf'll. I 
L .. ----------·----------·-------------··-- - ·-·-·-------.J 

19 


